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Professional Locksmithing Tools 


LOCKAID ^Hr 

Specifically designed to pick ^ H 

tumbler locks. Designed over thirty “ 

years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. Consists of 
tension wrench, three needles and LockaJd “Gun.” Prices 
include a copy of the book "Lock Picking Simplified.” 
Lockaid $69.95 


PIX MODEL 13 IlinUuU 

This deluxe yet compact 
kit features 11 of the most 
commonly used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather 
case for discreet undercover operatives. As a 
special bonus, a 5 piece set of warded picks J|| 
Is Included. A 16 piece set total. Also Included, /yllX 
a copy of "Lockpicking Simplified.” Receive * • 1 
all this at a Low price of: 

Pix 13 $42.95 


PXP 8 A 

• Shirt Pocket Size. 

• Top Grain Cowhide (L 
Leather. 

• Has 8 Picks, Tension . \ 

Wrenchs and Broken Key t 
Extractor. \\ 

• All Picks with Metal 

Handles. ' 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

pxp 8 $24.95 


Willi 


Lockpicking Simplified 
Complete Guide to Lockpicking 
Improvised Lock Picks 
TLbular Locks 
Lockout and forced entry 
Involuntary Repression 


pxp io MUm'A 

• Shirt Pocket Size. \\\ 

• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. x \ 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• All Picks with Metal Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 


Safe & Vaiut manipulation 
How to Pick Pins & Wafers 
, Combination Locks 
Keys by Impressioning 
* Key Casting Manual 
.Locks, Picks, Clicks 


MEW 

JI0*S 



KEY RING PICK SET 
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ESP-13 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 differ¬ 
ent tools housed in a handsome black leather case designed 
for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you receive a 

5 piece warded key set and a copy of "Lockpicking 
Simplified.” 17 piece set total. 

ESP-13 $45.95 



This unique, design is ideal when lew profile is required 
or to keep on your keyring for emergencies. Contains 
a tension wrench, three picks and the "Kay Pick” 
K 9 V Ring Pick Set $27.95 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 

Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double-sided 
disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$27.95 


MINI PICK TUBULAR 

The most effective tubular pick on the market, unlike the larger picks with long 

handles or screwdriver handles. The longer the tod, the more pressure needed q _ 

which causes easy breakage. The advantage of the Mini Pick is it is so short, 509.90 

you only use your thumb and index finger. With a little practice this tod will open a tubular lock in less than a minute. 
A. \bur Choice: (1) Center (2) Offset left (3) Offset right; B. "Segal” 8 pin tubular C Spin Tubular; D Spin Tubular E. 8-Pin Ace. 


SESAMEE DECODER 

This tod was designed to decode the exact combination 
of a sesamee padlock without damaging the lock. Detailed 
instruction included. 


SCHLAGE WAFER 

The most fantastic tod you will ever 
use. This set consists of two base 
keys and pick. Complete instruc¬ 
tions included. 

$27.95 



Orders over $100 
Free Shipping 
Catalog $2.00 
Free with order. 

Sorry, no credit card orders 


P| X- EZ | 

All-In-One 

Pick-Set 

100% American Madel mi > 

As convenient to carry ® 

and use as a pocket knife! ^ 

Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


WKS PICKS /m 

Made of the finest blue tempered / / |\\ 

spring steel this 5 piece padlock * • * 

pick-set is a must in every lock¬ 
smiths’ tool box. This set will pick open most every 
warded padlock made today. $9.95 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES —5 ITEMS 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET.S59.95 

1-SCHALGE WAFER SET.S27.95 

1-SESAMEE DECODER .SI 7.95 

1-WKS PICKS.S 9.95 

1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS. S27.95 

A VALUE OF SI 43.75 
AT A LOW PRICE OF $79.95 


MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$59.95 



MD32 

Hip Pocket Size, 
Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 
Tension Wrenchs, 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$69.95 





MD60 

Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, has 60 picks. 
Tension Wrenchs, Broken Kay Extractor and Warded Master 
Keys. $89.95 


The law requires ail 
purchases be 
made in good faith, 
without make 
believe or fraud by 
genuine persons 
within this industry 


P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF9, Dexter, OR 97431; (503) 726-6360 


$89.95 

Send to 
Steve Arnolds 
Gun Room 

postage & handling 
$4.00 

Overseas Surface 
$6.00 

Add 20% of total 
for overseas mail. 
Must be 18 years 
of age. 
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als using specific tools, products, equipment and compo¬ 
nents under particular conditions and circumstances, some 
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As we go to press, Soldier Of 
Fortune obtained a copy of a pro¬ 
foundly disturbing internal FBI 
memorandum. Leaked by a high- 
level Justice Department source, it 
advocates, among other restrictions, 
a complete ban on the sale or own¬ 
ership by private citizens of “assault 
firearms” and mandatory licensing 
of handgun owners, who would 
have to pass government “training” 
to obtain such a license. The nine- 
page memo also states that “the 
FBI’s gun control policy recom¬ 
mends the immediate enactment of 
the Brady Bill.” 

On its face, the policy proposal 
would apparently, if implemented, 
violate 18 U.S.C. 1913, a law for¬ 
bidding federal agencies from lobby¬ 
ing “... directly or indirectly... in any 
manner a Member of Congress, to 
favor or oppose... any legislation...” 

In apparent recognition of that 
potential problem, the memo’s in¬ 
troduction notes that “the FBI does 
not comment publicly on matters 
that are the subject of political de¬ 
bate.” In calling for highly restrictive 
gun control measures, it says “an 
extraordinary, singular departure 
from this policy is necessary,” char¬ 
acterizing gun ownership as “a na¬ 
tional public health crisis.” 

The memo’s final recommenda¬ 
tions call for the FBI’s Office of Pub- 
lic and Congressional Affairs 
(OPCA) to “develop a media strat¬ 
egy to publicize and develop sup¬ 
port for the FBI’s position.” 

Sounds like lobbying to me. 

John Collingwood, the FBI in¬ 
spector who heads OPCA, told Sol¬ 
dier Of Fortune that “it appears ... 
that you have what may be an in¬ 


ternal FBI working paper,” i.e. a 
policy proposal that may or may not 
ever become policy. “What arrives 
on the director’s desk does not nec¬ 
essarily bear any resemblance to 
the many original working papers 
generated in the process.” 

Collingwood said he “will not con¬ 
firm this is a legitimate document.” 
But he would not deny its validity, 
either. Asked if he, as head of the 
OPCA, had been contacted by FBI 
executives regarding the memo’s 
mention of his office, Collingwood 
responded, “I can’t say.” 

“I can tell you this for the record,” 
he said. “Gun control, obviously, is 
a serious issue for law enforcement, 
and it is becoming more serious... 
Our training academy does consider 
research in those areas... to further 
protect officers and agents... We 
do not now have a public policy on 
gun control." 

More disturbing than what the 
document says is what it implies: a 
flank attack on the Second Amend¬ 
ment by a supposedly impartial fed¬ 
eral law enforcement agency sworn 
to protect and uphold the Constitu¬ 
tion. The memo suggests a first 
step along the road to disarming 
the law-abiding public, an attempt 
to make mere ownership of a gun a 
criminal offense. Criminals have 
never abided by gun laws — and 
never will. Thus, the only people 
punished would be law-abiding citi¬ 
zens. Trite but true: If guns are out¬ 
lawed, only outlaws [and the cops] 
will have guns. 

But you draw your own conclu¬ 
sions. Here is the FBI’s “Memoran- 

Continued on page 64 
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See article on page 52. Photo: 
Pressens Bild/Gamma Liaison 


SEPTEMBER 93 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 5 




































BULLETIN BOARD 


RANDY WEAVER CASE 

Maybe instead of “federal 
government,” we should call it the 
“feral government” — as in wild, 
savage and out of control. 

After eight weeks of testimony, 
the feral government’s case against 
Randy Weaver and Kevin Harris 
went to a jury in Boise, Idaho. It 
was a trial that showcased the 
willingness of feral law enforcement 
officials to lie, cheat and even kill 
innocents. 

Harris, 25, is charged with 
murder and Weaver, 45, with aiding 
and abetting him, for fatally shooting 
Deputy U.S. Marshal William Degan. 
Degan was killed in a gunfight 
provoked by the feds on 21 August 
1992, a couple of hundred yards 
from Weaver's remote ridgetop 
cabin in Idaho’s panhandle, about 
40 miles south of the Canadian 
border. Also killed in that firefight 
were Weaver’s 14-year-old son, 
Sammy, shot in the back by Deputy 
U.S. Marshal Larry Cooper and 
Sammy’s Labrador retriever, Striker, 
shot in the rear end by Deputy U.S. 
Marshal Art Rodrick. 

Lucien Haag, a firearms and 
ballistics expert who matched bullets 
to weapons, said a shot from Harris’ 
gun killed Degan, but testified that 
Cooper’s and Roderick’s account of 
where Degan and Harris were 
located when the fatal shot was fired 
does not correspond to the ballistic 
evidence. Cooper also testified 
under oath that he did not shoot 
Sammy Weaver. 

That was one of many 
discrepancies in the testimony of 
federai agents. Prosecutor Ron 
Howen was forced to apologize to 
the court after it was learned he 
was told weeks before the trial that 
photographic evidence submitted by 
the FBI had been fabricated. 

But U.S. District Court Judge 
Edward Lodge, who remarked twice 
that the government was far from 
proving its case, did not allow 
defense attorneys to tell the jury of 
misdeeds by the prosecution. 

The prosecution was also 
embarrassed when it came to light 


in the courtroom that mitigating facts 
from the notes of agents involved in 
the 11 -day standoff were deliberately 
and illegally withheld from defense 
attorneys, including a statement 
by Idaho State Police Captain 
David Neal that he was under the 
impression after interviewing 
Roderick that Roderick had 
admitted firing the first shot that 
started the firefight. 

FBI Agent Lon Horiuchi, a sniper 
with the Hostage Rescue Team, 
repeatedly denied in his testimony 
that he killed Vicki Weaver, Randy’s 
wife, on purpose, claiming her death 
was an accident. Vicki Weaver was 
killed the day after her son; she 
was shot through the head while 
standing in the doorway of the 
Weaver cabin holding her 10-month- 
old daughter. Many Idaho citizens 
are wondering why Horiuchi has not 
been indicted for involuntary 
manslaughter. 

But the most dramatic moment 
of the trial came after the 
government completed its pre¬ 
sentation of evidence against 
Weaver and Harris. Howen, the lead 
prosecutor, apparently suffered a 
mental or emotional lapse in the 
midst of arguing against a defense 
motion for dismissal of charges. 
Howen inexplicably stopped in mid¬ 
sentence, his voice catching, and 
told Lodge, “I’m sorry judge, I can’t 
continue.” He then left the courtroom 
and did not return to the trial. The 
U.S. Attorney’s office declined to 
comment, and another assistant 
U.S. attorney had to finish the trial. 

“It sounds like he choked on his 
last lie,” said a veteran lawyer and 
courtroom observer. 

Lodge dismissed assault and 
firearms possession charges 
against Harris and Weaver, citing 
lack of evidence, and said he might 
also dismiss another count of harboring 
a fugitive. — James L. Pate 

LAWMASTER UPDATE 

Did you know a person can make 
up a false criminal accusation 
against you, that law enforcement 
can use that information to get a 


search warrant to ransack your 
house and, when nothing illegal is 
found, the feds will protect the 
identity of such a wanton liar? 

That’s what has happened in the 
case of John Lawmaster, whose 
home was left in a shambles after a 
raid by the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco & Firearms on 16 
December 1991. Lawmaster’s 
attorney, Steven L. Sessinghaus, 
assisted by the National Rifle 
Association, has been trying to force 
the government to unseal an 
affidavit used to obtain the search 
warrant. 

According to the published 
opinion of the U.S. 10th Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Denver, a sanitized 
version of the warrant — without the 
informant's name — claims that 
Lawmaster bought an illegally 
converted AR-15 rifle, that the 
informant had seen Lawmaster 
shooting it in a fully automatic mode 
and that it could be found in a green 
military gun case. Lawmaster says any 
allegation that he had a fully automatic 
gun is a lie — and this was confirmed 
by the ATF’s fruitless search. 

It had to happen, free enterprise being 
what it is ... You can get yours for $8 
from Vultures Row, Dept. SOF, 1886 
Matin Circle, #155, San Marcos, CA 
92609. They also have other patches 
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DEATH INVESTIGATOR'S HANDBOOK 

A Field Guide to Crime Scene Processing, Forensic 
Evaluations, and Investigative Techniques 

by Louis N. Eliopulos 

Modern death Investigations become more complex and scientific each day, making up-to-date procedural knowledge crucial. Death 
Investigator’s Handbook differs from other manuals because it provides specialized Information from dozens of scientific and 
investigative references in one simple-to-use volume. The author, who has participated in more than 10,000 death investigations, 
guides you step-by-step through: determining cause of death; collecting, preserving, and evaluating evidence (including blood 
spatter, fingerprints, and crime scene photography); conducting DNA, blood, sperm and dental analyses; finding and interrogating 
witnesses; understanding ballistics and much more. A must for detectives, pathologists, attorneys, reporters, Pis and mystery buffs. 
51/2x8 1/2, softcover, illus, 888 pp. $40.00 
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A W*fd Guide to Crime * 
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RANDALL MADE KNIVES 
The History of the Man 
and the Blades 
by Robert L. Gaddi* 

This authorized history of Bo Randall and hto 
blades was compiled through meticulous 
research that Included correspondence, 
original sketches, personal Interviews and rare 
photos - Including his never-before-seen first 
knife. Destined to become the definitive history 
for collectors, bladesmiths and historians. 8 1/2 
x 11, hardcover, photos, illus., 304 pp. $50.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by tee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced Investi-gative and 
surveillance techniques. Here are expert 
ways to secretly bug any target! Info on 
lock-pick techno-logy, how polygraphs and 
voice lie detectors can be tricked and much 
more, Including more than 100 sources for 
spy equipment 8 1/2x11, softcover, illus., 
272 pp. $30.00 


^HOWTOUAXI 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 



HOW TO MAKE $100,000 A YEAR AS A 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR 
by Edmund J. Pankail 
This to the only PI book that tells you how to 
find the lucrative jobs and make big bocks. 
Find out what cities are naturals for Pis, 
which businesses desperately need Investi¬ 
gators, how to stretch your limited advertising 
budget how to use associations and clients 
to land other Jobs, what three tools you must 
have to succeed and much more. 81/2x11, 
softcover, photos, Ulus., 112 pp. $15.00 


AMERICAN BOUNTY HUNTER 
with Bob Burton 

Veteran bounty hunter Bob Burton de¬ 
mystifies the bail enforcement profession 
whife sharing insider tipe and vital do’s and 
donls of the trade. Leant when nof to use a 
weapon, which pieces of paperwork are 
essential to your success, how to land 
clients and, most Important, how to get 
paidl Plenty of practical advice and action 
footage on mantrecklng, surveillance and 
making the arrest, Color, approx. 35 min., 
VHS only. $34.95 




COMBAT USE OF THE DOUBLE- 
EDGED FIGHTING KNIFE 
by CoL Rex Applegate 
Before arming youreelf wfth a fighting knife, 
arm yourself wfth the facta. Col. Applegate, 
the world’s foremost authority on close 
combat, wrote this book to Instill In readers 
the skills necessary for contemporary knife 
fighting. Now you, too, can benefit from the 
same Instructions that generations of military 
and Intelligence personnel have. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, softcover, Illus., 48 pp. $8.00 

DITCH MEDICINE 
Advanced Field Procedure* 
for Emergencies 
by Hugh L. Coffee 

Whether It’s a war zone or a civil disaster 
area, traumatic injuries often occur In 
remote, unsanitary locations. This book 
teaches advanced field procedures for small 
wound repair, care of the infected wound, IV 
therapy, pain control, amputations, treatment 
of bums, airway procedures and more. 5 1/2 
x 81/2, softcover, photoe, llua., 224 pp. 

825.00 
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PROFESSIONAL GUN DEALING 
Buying, Selling, and Trading Firearms 
for Fun and Profit 
by Ryan K. Kepbart 

If you have a passion for firearms and like to 
barter or dicker, your hobby can put cash In 
your pockets. Let longtime dealer Ryan 
Kephart coach you In the art of the bade and 
show you the ropes: getting started, ethics 
and etiquette, grading and assessment 
measures and more—all you need to get the 
most for your money. 5 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photoe, 224 pp. $20.00 

BOOK II-HOWTO GET 
ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
The Encyclopedia of 
Personal Surveillance 
by Lee Lapin 

This long-awaited follow-up to the best¬ 
selling first volume Is a gold mine of the 
latest techniques and tricks of Intelligence 
collection. Learn how to bypass computer 
passwords, look or listen through solid 
walls, gather personal data on anyone and 
much morel 8 1/2x11, softcover, photos, 
Illus., 232 pp. $36.00 
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GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 
of Dirty Trick* 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods people 
use to gat even with big business, 
government and enemies. These dirty tricks 
range from the simple to the elaborate, 
Including more sophisticated schemes 
devised by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For entertainment 
onty, 51/2x8 1/2, hardcover, 206 pp. 

$19.95 

HOW TO BECOME 
A MASTER HANDGUNNER 
The Mechanics of X-Count Shooting 
by Charles Stephens 
This valuable tutorial offers a basic formula 
for mastering the sport of pistol shooting. 
National Champion and Master 
Handgunner Charlie Stephens presents the 
6 keys to success: grip, aiming as you pull 
the trigger, focus, controlled movement, 
stance and total follow-through. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photoe, 84 pp. $10.00 


s3 U.S. Mirint Coro. I 

SCOUT-SNIPER 


World War III 

m 




SnipeR 




VS. MARINE CORPS SCOUT-SNIPER 
World War II and Korea 
by Peter R. Senich 

The culmination of 20 years’ research, this la 
undoubtedly the moot thorough and accurate 
account ever published of the training, 
equipment and combat experience of the 
scout-sniper during this important chapter In 
the history of Marine Corps sniping. Includes 
rare combat and training photoe of scout- 
•nlpers In action. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, 
photoe, illus., 240 pp. $39.95 


THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advanced Training Manual for 
Military and Police Sniper* 
byMaf John L Plaster, USAR (Ret) 
This highly readable and extremely valuable 
training book covers the practical, field-tested 
details of sniping’s three great skill areas - 
marksmanship, fielder aft and tactics. Rifles, 
scopes, ballistics, target detection, stalking, 
hides, camo, countersnlping, special ops, 
police vs. military and much more. 81/2x11, 
aoftcover, photoe, Mua. 464 pp. $30.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 



PALADIN PRESS 

P.O. BOX 1307-3IS 
BOULDER, CO 80308 


U CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-872-4993 

wH Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Send $1.00 for a 
56 page CATALOG of over 500 titles (free with order). 



PLEASE INCLUDE * 4 M 
POSTAGE & HANDLING ——- 


TOTAL 


































In the latest round, the court filed 
a decision on 20 May, denying 
Lawmaster's attempt to obtain a full, 
unedited copy of the search warrant 
affidavit. 

In oral arguments in Denver on 2 
March, Sessinghaus stated the 
belief that Lawmaster's ex-wife, 
whom Lawmaster had just divorced, 
made false allegations to the ATF 
as an act of retribution. 

Instead of trying to independently 
verify the informant's story, or check 
into the fact that Lawmaster had no 
criminal record or history of violence, 
or talk with Lawmaster personally, 
the ATF waited until Lawmaster 
wasn’t home and then went over 
with two TV crews in tow to batter 
down his doors and turn the 
contents of his humble home upside 
down. Agent Blair Ward, the ATF 
scum in charge of the raid, had 
enticed Lawmaster's ex-wife to call 
John and get him away from the 
house on a pretense of getting her 
name off his car insurance. 

The Lawmaster raid was 
witnessed by Ted Royster, ATF’s 
regional agent-in-charge from Dallas 
— the same incompetent who led 
the disastrous ATF attack that got 


four agents and six civilians killed in 
Waco on 28 February. It was one 
of many recent public relations 
disasters for ATF. When the 
Lawmaster raid came up empty- 
handed and ATF was strongly 
criticized for the damage it did to 
the home of a law-abiding citizen, 
ATF immediately tried to cover up 
its investigative incompetence by 
asking a U.S. magistrate to keep 
the search warrant affidavit — which 
presumably identifies Lawmaster's 
ex as the informant — sealed. 

The government moved to seal 
the affidavit, claiming it was 
“necessary to protect the ongoing 
investigation” and because the 
informant “feared reprisal." 

Sessinghaus appealed the 
magistrate's refusal to unseal the 
affidavit, charging an abuse of 
judicial discretion, but the U.S. 
District Court in Tulsa also refused 
to unseal the affidavit, even after 
the ATF admitted there was no 
ongoing investigation of Lawmaster. 

The 10th U.S. Circuit Court 
decision noted that “the state is 
normally entitled to refuse to 
disclose the identity of a person who 
has furnished information relating 


to an investigation of a possible 
violation of law. The underlying 
concern ... is the commonsense 
notion that individuals who offer their 
assistance to a government 
investigation may later be targeted 
for reprisal ... The government is 
entitled to assert the privilege without 
showing that reprisal is likely.” 

What about the idea that a liar 
using a law enforcement agency for 
retribution should be punished? 
What about one’s right to face his 
or her accuser? 

Such a snitch privilege will yield 
“when the identification of the 
informant is essential to ... the fair 
administration of justice." In a 
puzzling catch-22, the federal 
appellate judges in Denver said 
Lawmaster could gain access to the 
affidavit only if he could prove that 
“his need for the information 
outweighs the government’s 
entitlement to the privilege." But 
he can't prove that without the 
affidavit. 

Sessinghaus said he was un¬ 
decided at this writing on whether 
to request a hearing before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

— James L. Pate 


NIGHT VISION 


AN/PVS-2B 

(GEN I) 



The AN/PVS-2B mounted on M-16 
(Rifle not included) 

AN/PVS-4 

(GEN II) 


The AN/PVS-4 mounted on a Remington 788 rifle. 
(Rifle not included) 

NVEC 500 

MINIATURE (gen id 
POCKETSCOPE 

with camera adapter! 


5 1695. 00 

Plus $100 for 
weapon mount 



83295 . 0 ° 

New with excellent 
cond. intensifier 



$3395.00 

Plus Shipping 


Night Vision goggles and view¬ 
ers. Extensive parts inventory 
for both First and Second Gener¬ 
ation Systems, plus recondition¬ 
ing and general repair. 


Send $4 for our complete catalog 

NO F.F.L. REQUIRED 

COMPLETE LINE 

of individual & crewserved weaponsights. 


NIGHT VISION GOGGLES 

New w/Factory New Image Intensifer (1 yr. wty.) 
Operates on “AA” batteries! 

(GEN II) 

NVEC 800 

(AN/PVS-5C) 

$ 5850 . 0 ° 

Plus Shipping 


(GEN II) 

AN/PVS-7B 

$4500.0° 

Plus Shipping 



Excalibur Enterprises 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 

215-391-9101 FAX 215-391-9220 


DEALERS! INQUIRE ABOUT OUR 
SPECIAL PRICING PROGRAM 
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Now Available- 


Mini-14 

^ or 10/22 to the Max... 

with Muzzelite Bullpup Stocks! 

Currently in use by FBI, CIA and other elite law enforcement and military 
units. Featured in the movies “Total Recall" and “Delta Force". Now 
available to you. Ideal for sportsmen, hunters and home security. 
Converts your barrel heavy long rifle to a compact exciting new weapon 
system. 26-1/2" overall. Installs in minutes. No gunsmithing required. 
Made in USA of black space age reinforced polymer. 

10/22 Bullpup Stock $89.95 

Mini-14 Bullpup Stock $89.95 

Rem. 870,12 Ga. Bullpup Stock, 20" barrel or longer $159.95 
Maximum Firepower! New 50 Round Magazine for 10/22. Easy-loading, reliable, 
and durable. Made in U.S.A. Only $34.95 

The Ultimate Firepower! New 90-Rd. Drum for Mini-14 and AR15/MI 6. Guaran¬ 
teed to fit and feed. Made in USA. Specify model. Only $69.95 


Tap Detector 

Protection for / 
your phone, / yy 
computer Jy 

modem, z Str 
FAX or 

telex, Lets you know 

S when anyone is 
^ tapping your home 
or office phone. If the green 
light goes out you know some¬ 
one is listening in! Order now 
and have peace of mind. 

#311400 (Retail $50.) $29.95 

"THE BIG ONE" 
World's Largest M 
Survival Knife jflf 

Big 10" 420 stainless JV 
steel blade can take 
it no matter how 
tough the task. 

• 5" watertight 
black aluminum 
hollow handle. 

• Liquid filled 
compass. 


■ • Leather 

sheath. 
• Survival 
L Kit in 

handle. 
#17718 $29.95 


"BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS" 

Improvised Munitions Handbook - the most 
sought after, impossible to obtain Army 
Manual. Revealing chapters on: Mines, Gre¬ 
nades, Small Arms Weapons, Ammo, Mor¬ 
tars, Rockets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. How to make 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, and 
Rifles from easy to obtain materials and more! 
#BB $10.00 


Badges & 

ID Case 
Flaunt your 
AuthorityI 
6 Styles 





Double Lock Handcuffs 
#270200 $15.95 


Nickel plated Professional badges - Special 
Investigator, Security Guard, Special Officer, 
Deputy Sheriff, Special Police, Private De¬ 
tective. Specify model when ordering. 

#B5 _ $9.95 

Ranger Vest 

Eight pockets to 
keep everything 
you need handy 
and at your side. 

Hide away hood 
in collar. Wood¬ 
land camo. Im¬ 
port but excel¬ 
lent quality. 

S, M, L, XL. 

Only $39.95 


.357 Magnum Hv 
Pellet Revolver^^^^H 

Fires ,177 cal. pellets^^'jl 
to 390 fps. 6 " rifled steel barrel. 9 
Incredible accuracy! Comes 
with 6 and 10 -shot cylinders. * 
#464403 (Retail $85) $69.95 



.22 CAL. TEAR GAS PISTOL 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver fires tear m 
gas or blanks as fast as you pull the 
trigger. Heavy-duty metal construction. 
Checkered grips. Comes with holster, 
tear gas and blanks. 

#260110 Blue $29.95 

#260120 Chrome $29.95 

Extra Tear Gas (10) $4.00 

Extra-Loud Blanks (50) $4.00 

Amazing "SUPER SNOOPER" 

You can hear a whisper at 100 yds., a car 
door shutting at 5 blocks; your dog hot on 
the trail 2 miles away. Extremely sensitive, 
pointable, electronic listening device am¬ 
plifies all available sounds through head¬ 
phones. Uses 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for surveillance. 

#310300 Special Price $99.95 

"Super Phaser" Tear Gas 

The safest defense product available. High 
compression jet spray stops attackers at 
distances up to 20 feet. Makes them 
instantly helpless, causing extreme burn¬ 
ing to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. 
#261201 _ $14.95 

"LITTLE BLACK BOX" 

Amazing device automatically starts your I 
recorderwhenevertelephone is picked up } 
and stops recorder when phone is hung 
up! Attaches anywhere along the line. 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates no inter¬ 
ference or noise on the line. 1 "x 2 l, x 2 \ 
Warning: Not to be used for surveillance 
#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 

#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 

New 10-Hour Recorder $159.95 

"Ninja" Pistol Crossbow 

Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful IL 
40 lb. draw. Micro-adjusable sights. 0 
Aluminum body, contoured pistol grips. 
11-1/4“ overall. Comes with 3 arrows. 



& 





% 


#214005 (Retail $69^95) 



VfSA 


$49.95 


^TasfgjjCan^ 



ORDERING INFORMATION 

By Mail: Mail coupon or separate sheet with payment or credit card info 
to Supply Depot, 632 W. Algonquin Rd., Des Plaines, IL 60016 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all information ready. 

Hours 9 AM to 5 PM CST Monday - Friday. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 


Powerful 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Packs a 
70,000 volt bite that will stop any attacker. Five 
second jolt causes muscle spasms, dazed con¬ 
dition, loss of balance, falling to the ground, but 
no permanent damage. Under no condition can 
you suffer a charge-back to your body. 1 year 
warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 

#310802 (Retail $69:95) $49.95 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd. 
Phone: (708)640-7774 

Qty | Number |_ 


632 W. Algonquin Rd., #100 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 SF0993 

Description_ | Price 


J Charge My: Visa □ MC □ Amex □ Disc □ $5.50 

I Expiration Date- 7 % Tax -IL Res. ~~ 

| Card #- Total_ | 

| Name:_ I 

| Address:_ ■ 

| City/State/Zip:_ ■ 

- □ Please Send New 1992 Catalog. $1.00 Enclosed . 

I Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally possess or carry air guns, stun guns, 
^^tc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are an adult and there are no legal restrictions. 
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The SEVEN 
j MILITARY 
CLASSICS > 
ANCIENT 
CHINA f2 


Little Bighorn 
Campaigii 


HOODWINKING 

HITLER 


SEALS 

ACTION 


JAPAN 

kIhat 

WAR'? 


mmmrfo 


THE _ 

REAL STORY OF 
NORTH VIETNAM’S 
ARMED FORCES 


AN ORAL 


HISTORY 


HTfi') i/stm raSHEuJfl 


, lt,ColCh»lfisM.Buss^.iMifa) 


iS MID- 

\mm 


9043+ $15.95 3053 $22.95 2394 $9.95x 9050+ $14.95 6445+ $9.95 9134 $2: 


asraaa gUBsaW M B M ' I ( james lucas 

$24.95 6239 $27.50 4440 $19.95 3079 $30.0 


SIX 

DAV5 

IN 

JUNE 


0513 $24.95 2816 $19.95 7666 $19.95 1834 $30.00 1859 $21.95 0539 $23.00 7682 $25.00 1024 $21.95 6643 $24.95 


* Counts as 2 choices x Special edition exclusively for Club members + Softcover 
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Accuracy-Use the .98 


when you sign up now! 



3889 $21.95 2774+ $9.95 1149 $17.95 6429 $12.95x 5785 $16.95x 7716 $22.00 3822 $27.50 1891 $23.00 2725 $27.50 



3335 $19.95 8219+ $9.95x 6726 $12.95x 


HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN... 

4 BOOKS FOR 980. Send no money now. You’ll be billed 980, plus 
shipping and handling, when your membership is accepted. 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you’re not 100% satisfied with 
your books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Membership 
will be canceled and you’ll owe nothing. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You’ll receive up to 16 issues a year. 

Each issue reviews the Featured Book Selection(s) plus a wide variety 
of alternate books from the Club’s extensive library. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Book Selection(s), do 
nothing —it will be sent automatically. If you prefer another book—or 
none at all—simply return your Member Reply Form by the specified 
date. A shipping and handling charge (and sales tax, where applicable) 
is added to each order. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS. Save as much as 30% 
off publishers’ edition prices. Club books are sometimes altered in size 
to fit special presses. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 more 
books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, you may resign 
membership anytime. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted book 
because your Club magazine was delayed and you had less than 10 
days to respond, simply return the book at our expense. 

PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS' HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 

CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 


THE _ 

M ! IT/I llY MAILTO: The Military Book Club 
M M J M li'Ut M 6550 East 30th Street 

BOOKCLUB®** KS 

Your #1 Source for Military Books 

1 (yes ! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club 
I according to the risk-free membership plan described 
| in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS I’ve indicated. Bill me 
I just 980, plus shipping and handling. 


MAIL TO: The Military Book Club 
6550 East 30th Street 
a a P.0. Box 6357 
K Indianapolis, IN 
46206-6357 


Please write book 
numbers here: 


(write book number) 


If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the book 
number in one row of boxes 
and 9999 in the next. 


SAVE MORE-BUY YOUR FIRST BOOK 
NOW FOR $3.99 

□Send me the book I’ve indicated and reduce 
my commitment to only 3 more books. Bill me 
an additional $3.99, plus shipping and handling. 

Mr./Mrs. 

Miss/Ms_ 


Address-Apt_ 

City_State-Zip- 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from Canada, where offer is 
slightly different. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject any application. 

SOF 9/93 
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SLICK WILLIE WATCH 

GORE GAFFES 

— Although Veep Al Gore has 
written much on environmentalism 
and has been billed as a staunch 
environmentalist, it may not be 
accurate to describe him as a tree 
hugger: When the current EPA 
chief Carol Browner was an aide 
to Gore, she bought a house in 
Takoma Park, Maryland, which 
bills itself as a tree city. She didn’t 
care for a 60-foot oak tree in front 
of her house, and despite 
objections from her neighbors 
and the city she prevailed in 
cutting it down — six months later 
she moved! 

— When asked whose picture 
he would hang in the VP office, 
Gore replied, "President Knox." 

— Ever the high-profile 
outdoorsman, Gore made the 
mistake of trying it alone recently 
— and it took a platoon of 38 Secret 
Service men to find the lost Veep. 

— We don’t know who’s in 
charge of such things, but the 
Secret Service has code-named 
the Veep “Sawhorse,” and Mrs. 


Hillary Rodham “Evergreen.” 

— Visiting Monticello as part of 
the inaugural Veep-elect’s tour, Gore 
pointed to busts of George 
Washington and Benjamin Franklin 
and asked, “Who are these 
people?” The stunned tour guide 
filled him in. Maybe they confused 
him because they were next to a 
bust of President Knox. 

WE RE ALL GOING TO BE 
RICH 

Remember how President 
Clinton promised, yes he did — he 
promised, that his administration 
would “look like America.” 
Conversely, that means America will 
look like his administration, right? 
Well, we’ve got good news: Clinton 
has more millionaires on his cabinet 
than any president before him. 

PEROT HIRES CLINTON? 

In an interview with David Frost 
on PBS, wildcat politician Ross 
Perot said Clinton is so poorly 
prepared for the presidency that 
“you wouldn’t consider giving him a 
job anywhere above middle 
management," if Clinton were tcf'i 
apply for a job in private industry. 


Middle management? Well, I 
suppose ... as long it wasn’t 
personnel manager — he hasn’t 
had very good luck with the people 
he’s tried to hire for his 
administration thus far 

GENERAL FALLS ON HIS 
WORD 

A little spicy insubordination is 
a typically American seasoning, 
but USAF Major General Harold 
Campbell was forced to retire and 
fined $7,000 because he allegedly 
referred to Clinton as a “gay- 
loving,” “pot-smoking,” “draft- 
dodging” and “womanizing” 
commander in chief, while 
speaking at a banquet at 
Soesterberg Air Base in the 
Netherlands. Air Force officials 
decided Campbell — with two 
combat tours in Vietnam and a 
Silver Star — trod upon the 
UCMJ prohibition of 
“contemptuous" comments by 
officers in regard to their civilian 
leaders. We don’t know how it is 
in the upper echelons of brass 
hats, but in the lower levels of 
journalism, hey, the truth is its 
own defense.^ 


EXTRAORDINARY 


BEST DEAL !N THE 
MAGAZINE! 

SEE IN THE DARK AND SAVE $2,0001 
The very best Russian special forces night vision 
devices are now available in the US .Comparable to 
American scopes for half the pricel 
PANTHER Handheld 1 1/2 generation scope. 2.4 
n magnification, interchangable 

wiiynn^ front |ens - (z&i**) |r 

source for viewing in total 
darkness $849! CHEETAH 2+ 
generation, Zeiss replacable front, electronic flash 
protector, complete camera mounts for 35mm and video 
included. Brighter than my American unit! $1859! Order 
now before the Russians figure out what hard cash is! 
These units come with 1 year defect warranty and 10 day 
repair/replacement turnaround. Don't buy other "junk 
scopes" flooding the market. 

New and improved Cobra III electronic lockpick w/ 
keyway LED, improved picks $369.00. 

SuperPIcklng instructional video 

$24.95 w/pick ($59.95 without). 

Master Pick Set crafted aluminum 

grip $69.95. Mule Tool, newly patented 

device that opens most locked doors with 

no damage. Demo video $19.95 (refundable w/tool 


t4^ftnr>r*TANvn 


‘mm 


WORLD’S BEST H ™ 

BOOK? 

BOOK II-HOW TO jjBgt 

GET ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY-Lapin 

“I bought this book to show peope nUI ihese *yres of books are -1 
was sadly mistaken. Here’s a chetf for two more oqpiH for my 
partners." A major city Chief of Detectives $34.95. 

-BRANDNEW REPORTS! - 

Hands-On Electronic Surveillance and Hands-On Countermeasures. 

Professional level consultations with Lee Lapin, these books are utilized by 
enforcement agencies and others with a need to know. Design and 
placement of audio surveillance systems, new pre-fabricated systems, 
listening post arrangement, repeaters, body wires plus threat assessment 
techniques and the exact equipment and steps to uncover telephone taps, 
room bugs and bypasses. Equipment sources, techniques and short cuts. 
$22.95 each. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TOt 
Intelligence Incorporated 
2228 S El Camino, #349w 
San Mateo, CA 94403 

Include $5 shipping. CA, OH residents must include 8% tax. 


ORDERS ONLY: 
1-800-247-6553 

(Nice order takers but they have no other information available.) 

Catalog $5. 

Visa and Mastercard accepted 


What if you owned the FBI? 

PEOPLE TACKERS 
l a 's FIrstSearch will find anyone who can be found. FAX 
(or mail) us the full name and last known address (within 
lasl 7 years, DOB and SS if you have them) of the SOB (or 
maybe ex-girlfriend), and we will run thru 1 billion 
rsccvd!) (phone books, financial data, postal records, 
rmgasine sets, etc.) to return the latest address and 
mayCt a SS# along with other background information. 
May include employer, neighbors, spouse, etc — $45. 
[Note: the search fee is non-refundable, but we hit 85%.) 

Driver's License info— $45 per state (no Ca, Ma); 

Driving Record —$45 Autos Owned—$30; License 
Plafa to Owner—$35;.0ther Searches Available! 

You must include your VISA or Mastercharge number, 
exilian date, (or a check), FAX (if possible), phone 
and address. 

IN* ACCESS TWICE AS MANY RECORDS AS MOST 
TRACERS FDR THE SAME MONEY. 

fkt US AT 415-851 -5403 OR WRITE US AT THE 
ADDRESS AT LEFT. (No 800 calls on People Trackers.) 



INTELLIGENCE 

INCORPORATED 
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STUN GUNS 


NOVA XR5000 
Stun Gun 


This model is used by over 600 
law enforcement agencies. The 
best quality and probably the 
"hardest hitting" stun gun 
around. 


NV1 A... XR5000 ... $69.95 



mmt 



BSD2 



BSD16 



120,000 volt 
MAXI-BLASTER 
Stun Gun 


This gun utilizes two 9-volt batteries 
and has dual coils to produce a full 

120,000 volt kick! Its extremely loud electrical discharge is quite enough to discourage any 
attacker. Includes on/off safety switch, a battery indicator light and a built-in belt clip. 

_ QM10 ... Maxi-Blaster... $99.95 _ 

Lightning-XL 
STROBE LIGHT 
Stun Gun 

This 80,000 volt stunner is combined with a high-intensity strobe 
light. When the switch is pressed, a charge will fire across the test 
probes and a bright light will flash. The strobe light is designed to disorient 
and disturb the attackers vision. 

EVQ2 ... Lightning Stun Gun ... $49.95 



Bodyguard 1 

PEPPER DEFENSE SPRAY 


BSD13 


BSD2 . .. 1/2oz. w/ Holster... $14.95 
Range: 6-8 feet • 15 one second shots 
Height -3 1/4" * Diameter - 7/8" 

BSD13 ... 3oz. w/ Holster. .. $22.95 
Range: 15-20 feet • 5 - one second blasts 
Height-5" • Diameter-1 3/8" 

BSD16 ... 9oz. Fogger Unit... $29.95 
Range: 20-25 feet • 8 - one second blasts 
Height - 7" • Diameter - 2" 


PNEU-GUN 

Air Powered Ballistic Baton 


The"PNEU-GUN" (pronounced new-gun) Is a 
fistful of security. It Is only 14 Inches long when 
assembled and fires out a lead pellet filled 
"Shotbag" at a muzzle velocity of 250-300 
f.p.s. One C02 gas cartidge supplies sufficient 
energy to knock down a 300 lb. assailant 20 
feet away. The "PNEU-GUN" air powered 
ballistic baton Is awesome! You have to see 
It in action to believe Just how effective It 
really is. Don't confuse "PNEU-GUN" with old 
style "stun guns", "Un-Guns" or "Bean Bag 
Guns". There Is no comparison In power, 
quality, range, effectiveness or sheer beauty 
of design. Keep one In your car,nextto your 
bed or handy for that unexpected emer- 
, gencey. The "PNEU-GUN" air powered ballis¬ 
tic baton Is the perfect alternative to a 
handgun. Legal, effective, yet safe to use. 



/#< 

A*>/ 

Aw 

& ~Qr/ 


5% STRENGTH 
1,500,000 Heat Units 
MADE IN U.S.A. 

i_, 

'SSri; Sprays not available in CA. 

^ The Instantly Effective Non-Lethal 
Self Defense Weapon 

BodyGuard® is a unique new product using oleoresin capsicum (red pepper) as 
its active agent. BodyGuard® is a formula designed to replace all other defensive 
tear gas aerosols and comes in sizes to fit most applications. BodyGuard® acts 
as an inflammatory agent which swells the mucous membranes (eyes, nose, 
throat, and lungs). BodyGuard® has been field-use proven superior to "Mace®" 
and CS and CN tear gas in that it WILL control a drunk, psychotic, attack dog as 
well as drug abusers. BodyGuard® is the perfect self defense spray for everyone! 

| AT"" ALASKAN MAGNUM T 

! PepperGas ® ! 

\ Deterrent JbaJk- ALASKAN MAGNUM PepperGas® is J 
\—-T an effective easy to use repellent that I 

I 7 /\ /\\ can be carried by hunters, hikers, fish- | 

| / V ^ erman, backpackers, forest rangers, | 

I / wildlife conservationists or anyone who . 

/ J>/ is likely to encounter a violent attack. J 

I / IFs-y/ Utilizing the same active ingredient as I 

/ ^ / ourBodyGuard®, ALASKAN MAGNUM | 

/ 4^" $/ PepperGas® uses a full 10% formula- j 

/ 4?$/ tion o{ oleoresin capsicum. 

/ PG9 . . . ALASKAN j 

MAGNUM 9oz. . . $49.95 J 

Li mmm mm wmm wmm wmm wmm wmm wmm mm mm mm mmm wmm wmm wmm wmm wmm wmm wmm mm mm mm nl 


AG1 ... "PNEU-GUN" 
Alrgun Kit... $169.95 

(Includes Alrgun, 4 Shotbaas, 6 C02 
cartldges, 10 gas check, 10 block end 
caps, loading cartidge. Instruction book) 


[“for m/C, VISA, AMEX, or C.O.D. CALL “I 
| TOLL FREE: 1-800-538-0787 or write to: | 
| Sonic Technology, Inc. 

[~FleaseT5Fiip: | 


| Address:_ 

| City: State* Zip: .. | 
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VIDEO THAT TRIGGERED 
WACO RAID? 

James L. Pate’s article on the 
Waco tragedy in the July issue of 
your magazine was one of the most 
thorough offered on the topic. 

As Executive Director of Gun 
Owners of America, I was 
particularly grateful that Mr. Pate 
took the trouble to correct the 
BATF’s inaccurate citation of this 
organization’s name in their original 
search warrant. 

The videotape David Koresh 
showed a BATF agent was our 
“Breaking the Law in the Name of 
the Law: The BATF Story.” This 
tape seems to have really teed these 
people off. It is the last item listed in 
the search warrant. Evidently the 
BATF’s priesthood despises 
blasphemy against their god and 
prophets. 

SOF readers who wish to see 
this tape for themselves can get it 
at a special 25% discount — $14.95 
including postage. Just contact Gun 
Owners of America and tell us Bob 
Brown sent you. 

Larry Pratt 

Executive Director, GOA 

8001 Forbes Place, Ste.102 

Springfield, Virginia 22151 


WHAT WENT WRONG WITH 
BECKWITH? 

Having just read Charlie 
Beckwith’s article “What Went 
Wrong in Waco?” I’m looking for a 
bucket to heave in. Anybody who 
“cried” upon hearing about four 
government goons being killed and 
another 16 wounded needs some 
serious command guidance about 
who the aggressor was in that 
firefight. 

Beckwith is obviously under the 
impression that the lower echelons 
of the ATF are farmboy conscripts 
instead of power-tripping wannabe 
SS volunteers. He also wants a 
“viable” ATF. I think he’s identifying 
with that whacked-out British colonel 
in “The Bridge on the River Kwai.” 

As for Koresh and Co., the 
enemy of my enemy is my friend. If 
all the people who read SOF and 
complain about ATF had given 
Koresh a little help and run up the 
ATF casualty list, maybe the 
bureaucrats and politicians wouldn’t 
sleep so soundly knowing that 
squads of government storm 
troopers may not be able to 
protect them. 

W. Carter 

Miami, Florida 


MURDER IN THE NAME OF 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

A particularly telling incident 
occurred recently. I was discussing 
Waco with a liberal acquaintance 
when he screamed at me, “If the 
people in Waco felt the way they 
did, they deserved to die!” As 
horrified as I was, I wish that chicken 
farmer in the White House (no 
offense to chicken farmers), and his 
attorney generalette had the 
decency to express their feelings 
as openly as this person did. 

I have never been so sickened 
as watching our highest elected 
official blithely destroy two centuries 
of tradition — the presumption of 
innocence until proof of guilt and 
due process of law. Without one 
aggressive act being committed, 84 
to 86 people were ultimately 
murdered in the name of public 
safety. I for one do not feel very 
safe, nor does Clinton’s grandstand 
call for 100,000 more police 
patrolling the streets fill me with a 
particular sense of security. 

James Wasserman 

New York, New York 

WACO ARTICLE WAS YELLOW 
JOURNALISM? 

It was obvious from the cover of 
the June ’93 issue that the articles 
within would be tinted. In order to 
attempt to give credibility to your 
comparison of “black-uniformed 
BATF men,” you tinted the entire 
cover photo with a red hue, making 
the navy blue BDUs appear black 
The red tint accomplished the 
desired result, whereas yellow would 
have been more appropriate for this 
type of journalism. 

After the visible demonstration of 
your magazine’s slant on the issue, 
the factual discrepancies were 
slightly easier to digest. Under 
the title “Gun Gestapo’s Day of 
Infamy,” statements attributing the 
use of MP5 SDs, “armor-piercing” 
cartridges and Ml6s to ATF entry 
teams are entertaining but not based 
on reality. 
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ORDER FDRM 

FRANKLIN MINT PRECISION MODELS 
FRANKLIN CENTER, PA 19091-0001 

Please send me my precision-engineered replica of the Harley-Davidson® 
Heritage Softail® Classic, fully assembled and ready for display. 

I need send no money now. Prior to shipment of my imported die- 
cast model, I will be billed for a deposit of $27.* and, after shipment, 
for the balance in 4 monthly installments of $27* each. 

•Plus my state sales tax. 


PLEASE MAIL BY SEPTEMBER 30,1993. 


SIGNATURE 


MR/MRS/MISS. 


ADDRESS. 


CITY/STATE 


TELEPHONE #(. 

© 1993 FMPM 


The precision-engineered model of the Harley-Davidson Heritage Softail Classic 
shown smaller than actual size of 9'A" (24.13 cm) in length. Scale 1:10. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON presents the first and only 
official die-cast replica of The Heritage Softail® Classic 


From the classic "Fat Bob"® fuel 
tank to the wide-eyed Flalogen 
headlights and spit'n polish 
head-lamp assembly. Flandlebars 
actually turn the front wheel, 
shifter lever pivots and the seat 


rides up and down on its own 
functional Softail suspension 
system. It's the ultimate die-cast 
model of the definitive "Wild 
Th'ang." Yet, civilly priced at just 
$135, in monthly installments. 


DETAIL FOR DETAIL AS AWESOME 
AS THE ORIGINAL It is the Great 
American Freedom Machine. 
And it is re-created with un¬ 
precedented accuracy by 
Franklin Mint Precision Models. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


If you wish to return any Franklin Mint 
Precision Models purchase, you may 
do so within 30 days of your receipt 
of that purchase for replacement, 
credit or refund. 


The Harley-Davidson Heritage Softail Classic. Exclusively From Franklin Mint Precision Models.* 





















Regarding Vernon Howell’s 
previous level of violence, could it 
be your “ace reporter” forgot to ask 
former Waco District Attorney Vic 
Feazell (whom he quotes on page 
49) about the circumstances of the 
“attempted murder” in 1987, which 
he attempted to prosecute. And the 
lie regarding ambulances on page 
53, denying the fact that there were 
ambulances standing by on the 
paved road two miles away from 
the compound, before the service 
of the search warrant, demonstrates 
that James Pate did not bother to 
read the interviews in local Waco 
newspapers. Where did he get his 
“facts?” Also, it would have been 
more informative if the author had 
quoted Frank Bolz Jr. in context 
(page 53). 

Regarding the author, would you 
care to clarify his field experience 
and instructor-level credentials in the 
area of American law enforcement 
tactics and use of force? 

Anonymous 

James L. Pate responds: Your 
letter is amusing. I don’t blame you; 
I wouldn’t have had the guts to sign 
it either. If I confused the navy blue 


uniforms with the black ballistic 
vests, please forgive me. I 
admittedly have trouble with colors. 
I would point out, however, that as 
the writer, I had nothing to do with 
the color screening used on the 
cover photograph. Though I don’t 
see what difference it makes. 

As for the weapons used by ATF: 
Two federal law enforcement 
sources told SOF that one agent, 
Steve Willis, was armed with an 
MP5 SD. We checked again with 
the sources and stand by the report. 
If ATF can prove otherwise, so be 
it. It would be nice to hear some 
factual statements from ATF for a 
change, instead of the evasions, 
misleading statements and outright 
lies they tried to foist off on the 
public in Waco. The ill-fated entry 
team that entered an upstairs 
window was armed with Sig-Sauers 
— stupid, because ATF knew the 
cult had high-powered rifles. A few 
agents also were armed with Ml6s. 

As for former McLennan County 
District Attorney Vic Feazell’s 
prosecution of David Koresh for 
attempted murder in 1987, I am 
aware of the general circumstances 
of the gunfight. The only injury was 


sustained by George Roden, the 
former cult leader from whom 
Koresh and his followers wrested 
control. Roden was wounded in the 
finger, according to an affidavit filed 
by ATF 

As for ambulances, ATF did not 
have ambulances handy when 
needed, a major planning flaw. Why 
else did an agent request a TV 
reporter to get on the radio and call 
ambulances? Why else were agents 
initially evacuated in news vehicles? 
(I read all the Waco, Fort Worth, 
Dallas and Houston newspapers for 
the first week. The article quoted 
extensively from eyewitnesses 
mentioned in these reports.) 

The Bolz statement is simple and 
declarative, not taken out of context. 
The ATF was foolhardy to storm a 
sprawling compound in which they 
knew were many innocent women 
and children. Period. And the 
horrible deaths of those women and 
children did "overshadow the deaths 
of heroic agents. ” 

As for my “field experience” and 
instructor level credentials: I have 
covered the military and law 
enforcement for 16 years, including 
extensive time in the field. I also 



BULL’S-EYE 


PELTOR — The World’s Largest Manufacturer 
Of Hearing Protectors Proudly Presents Their 
Personal Hearing Protection Line For All Shooters. 


ONLY 

PELTOR 

PROMISES: 


• Finest Quality - Consistent Quality Control 

• Comfort Engineered 

• Complete Line - National Distribution 

• National Sales and Technical Assistance 

• A Quarter of a Century of Experience and Integrity 


41 Commercial Way • Peltor Park • East Providence, Rhode Island 02914 • (401) 438-4800 • FAX (401) 434-1708 
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read extensively and talk to qualified 
experts to gain informed opinions. 
And the weight of informed opinion 
is that the ATF is a stumbling, 
bumbling bunch of idiots in sore 
need of some professional 
leadership. If you want to defend 
their Waco raid as a competent law 
enforcement operation, that is your 
option. But unlike you, oh Nutless 
One, I sign my name to what I write. 

U.S. SOVEREIGNTY IN 
OUESTION 

What gives with the U.S. flag 
shoulder patches on the wrong 
shoulders of our troops in Somalia 
(as pictured in the article “Aid, Attack 
and Restore Hope,”SOF April ’93)? 
Law requires these on the right 
shoulder, not left, to show there is 
nothing sovereign above it. Is this 
due to sovereignty now subjugated 
to the United Nations? 

Gen. S. B. Vaughn 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

According to Sgt. Maj. Taylor 
from the uniform division at the Dept, 
of the Army in Washington D.C., 
the wear policy for the U.S. flag 
states that it must be worn on the 


right shoulder with the blue field 
going forward. This is not a formal 
code, but a "message policy” 
necessitated during periods of 
conflict when national identification 
needs to be established. 

However, public affairs 2nd Lt. 
Mitchell from Camp Lejeune told 
SOF that the Marines have always 
worn their patches on the left 
because it is the arm closest to the 
heart. According to CWO Right from 
Marine Corps Public Affairs in 
Washington D.C., the Marines have 
no specific code regulating which 
shoulder the patch is to be worn on; 
the authorization is made by 
the overall commander of the 
operation being undertaken. If 
Americans are operating under the 
blue hat of the United Nations, the 
U.N. commander can decide on how 
and where to wear the flag. 

MARINES KEEP THEIR MUTTS 

In response to guardsman 
Purpuro’s surprise at the Marine 
contingent in Somalia using Ml 51A2 
jeeps (FLAK SOF June ’93), I’d like 
to provide an answer for him, as 
well as other befuddled vehicle 
enthusiasts. 


Despite the almost complete 
adoption of the Humvee series by 
the U.S. military, USMC air assault 
companies have chosen to retain 
the old MUTTS, as the Humvees, 
due to their width, are unable to fit 
into CH-53 Sea Stallion cargo holds. 

These old jeeps have been given 
a new lease on life by means of an 
upgrade that includes fitting of IR 
lights for high-speed night driving 
(when used in conjunction with 
NVGs), larger off-road tires, roll 
cages with ballistic windshields, as 
well as performance improvements 
such as an external radiator and 
better suspension system. They are 
referred to by the Marines as Fast 
Attack Vehicles (not to be confused 
with the dune buggy-type vehicles 
used by SpecOps units). These 
super jeeps could be seen during 
the televised landing of the Marines 
at Mogadishu airport, driving out of 
the rear doors of CH-53s to establish 
defensive perimeters. At the time, 
the CNN military "expert” referred 
to the little jeeps as LA Vs, which is 
an entirely different animal. 

Christian Petak 

Burlingame, California)^ 



AT LAST! 

The SOF Classic Collection! 


Polo 50/50 
Bk#1005 
W #1006 



Rhodesian #1003 


Available for a limited time! 
Sizes: M,L,XL,XXL 


H&KX1004 


T-shirts: Only $12.95 
Polo Shirts: Only $18.95 


Name 


Address. 

City_ 

State_ 


Zip. 


Clip and Mail To: Facets 

576 Aztec Drive 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Foreign orders add $10.00 for Shipping 


QTY 


ITEM NO. 


SIZE 


PRICE EA. 


* Add $3.00 for first shirt S&H 

*Add $1.00 ea. additional shirts S&H 
•Add $1.00 for XXL S&H 

MC/VISA □ CKQ MOQ 


Sub Total 
S&H* * 
3% Sales Tax 

(Colorado ResUmll Only) 

TOTAL 


TOTAL 
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14th ANNUAL SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ] 

CONVENTION/EXPO plus MILITARY 


VEHICLE SHOW Sept 15-19, 1993. 



Exciting contests, weapons, demon¬ 
strations, seminars, participatory 
events and good times give you 
opportunities to enhance your 
knowledge and skills, on the battle¬ 
field or on mean streets of the city — 
you’ve given your best Now join us 
and celebrate at the Sands Hotel 
and Casino — on the Strip in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 


PUGIl STICK 


Prepare now for these tough tourneys. Get in 
shape — your body will thank you and maybe 
your wallet will, too. CASH PRIZES. Free 
T-shirt for all participants; no entry 
fee for conventioneers. 


PRE-REGISTER NOW AND SAVE 


Send a coupon and $125 before 
Aug. 31, 1993. After Aug. 31, 1993, 
registration fee goes up to 
$150 — don't wait! 

Registration includes T-shirt, all 
seminars, Pugil Stick competition, 
entrance to Expo, viewing of 
Three-Gun Match, banquet 
ticket and Fire Power demo. 




PARTICIPATORY EVENTS 


♦ Tandem Jump Course 
•♦■Military Knife Fighting 

♦ Defensive Handgun & 

♦ Defensive Shotgun Courses 
•♦•Combat Knife Fighting — Warrior Knife 

♦ Street Self-Defense 

♦ HRA Instructor Certification 

♦ Machine Gun/Pistol Match 







































SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CONVENTION 


Be one of the elite. Join us at the SOF Convention. Attend seminars, observe or participate in the nightly Pugil 
contest See the awesome display of firepower at the range. Participate in the classes offered (separate fees), 
ranging from jump training to knife fighting to street self-defense. Leam to defend and protect your loved ones. 
Hear Jim Warner, keynote speaker, Vietnam POW and war hero discuss the current state of affairs involving the 
present administration. See the latest in modem weaponry. Thousands of items for sale. AND MOST OF ALL, 
JOIN YOUR FRIENDS AND COMPATRIOTS FOR FIVE DAYS OF CAMARADERIE AND EXCITEMENT! 


-- 

1600-1700 POWER THROWING COMBAT KNIVES 



1815-1845 CANINE DEMONSTRATION ATTACK, EXPLOSIVES, NARCOTICS, EVIDENCE SEARCH 



1600-1700 CANINE DEMONSTRATION ATTACK, EXPLOSIVES, NARCOTICS, EVIDENCE SEARCH 
1700-1815 CHAO FA — FREE LAOS INTERNAL STRENGTH DEMONSTRATION. Choke and puke — this is a 
dynamic demonstration on controlling pain and fear. Two .01-inch steel rods are driven through a man's 
arms, then tied to a truck (a small one) and dragged with no loss of flesh or blood or other physical damage 
(hopefully). All donations are for the Chao Fa movement. Time allowing, we will drive a 3/4-ton pickup 
carrying a ton of weight over volunteers. While a man lies on a sharpened bed of spikes, 
we will stack 3 feet of concrete onto him and break it with a sledge hammer. 


/Saturday 


1030-1100 CANINE DEMONSTRATION AND KNIVES vs. GUNS 
1100-1300 MANUFACTURERS DEMO 
1300-1330 SKY DIVING SOF PARACHUTE TEAM 
1300 — SOF FIREPOWER DEMO 


Early Bird Registration 

❖ 1st 200 conventioneers receive 
commemorative SOF pin, 
only 200 will be made. 

❖ 10 names will be drawn from the first 300 
conventioneers. Winners receive free 
Participatory Event of their choice. 

<*20 names will be drawn from the first 
500 conventioneers. 

Winners join Robert K. Brown for brunch. 

❖ Dedicated to the memory of AI Mar — 

A departed warrior, but loot forgotten. 


VALUE OF THE 

CONVENTIONEER PACKAGE 



T-shirt___ 


Seminars 


Firepower..........—....*. 


Admission to Expo..... 


Pugil Stick. 


Total value. 

.$296.00 


1993 SOF CONVENTION PRE¬ 
REGISTRATION FORM 


□ Yes! I want to be a part of the 1993 Convention 

Check or money order enclosed. (Early Bird 
registration fee is $125 — must be received 
by Aug. 31,1993). 

Full refund by 7/1/93 FaiI 

Half refund by 8/15/93 

No refund after 8/15/93 * * 



to my O MasterCard O Visa 


H Charge $ 
Card # — 

f 

Signature. 

Name- 

Address— 


1 Phone-i-1- 

J T-Shirt Size S M L XLX&L (circle one) SOF993 

X 

I Mail with Payment to: 

I SOF ’93 Convention Pre-Registration, I 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 

Ll£LL 8 i! 0 ‘ 80 2 ; 763 ( L FAX 2 03 > 444-5617J 
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Belly Gun Basics 


COMBAT WEAPONCRAFT 

by Louis Awerbuch 



Backup guns come in a wide array of calibers and configurations. But whichever model 
is selected it must be carried in an immediately accessible location. 

Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 


It is not mere conventional 
wisdom that one’s person is 
increasingly in jeopardy from violent 
attack: Crime statistics prove it 
beyond reasonable debate. 

It is also patently obvious that 
law enforcement resources are 
stretched to the limit, both logistically 
and judicially. Prudent preparation 
for active self defense is often the 
only protection against being 
mugged, raped, murdered or car¬ 
jacked. 

The simplest precaution to enable 
the Good Guy to defend against 
deadly force is a firearm and 
attendant training in his weapon of 
choice. This article will not cover 
the training aspect, but it will offer 
some rationale for carrying more 
than one sidearm. 

While this suggestion often raises 
eyebrows and elicits comments 
seasoned with terms like “paranoia” 
and “cowboy,” the idea is not as 
ludicrous as it might appear at first 
glance. If you cannot access your 
one and only handgun instantly 
with either hand while standing, 
kneeling, prostrate or seated in your 
car at a traffic light, all you are doing 
is carrying a “security blanket,” as 


opposed to a security device. 

Likewise, it doesn’t help to have 
a second gun in such deep 
concealment that it, too, is 
inaccessible. The base reasoning 
for having more than one gun 
available is to allow instant access 
to either one of the guns, depending 
on the tactical defensive scenario 
of the moment. And the operative 
word is “defensive.” If the scenario 
is of your choosing, and thus 
essentially offensive in nature, the 
basic problem discussed in this 
article is not relevant. 

It is interesting to note that while 
many people tote a high-capacity 
semiauto pistol and abundant spare 
magazines, the mere mention of two 
or more guns on or near one’s 
person often raises doubts about 
your sanity. What situations could 
arise to warrant the consideration 
of multiple sidearms? 

The first — and most obvious — 
is when the primary weapon is out 
of commission. This can be the 
result of numerous causes, ranging 
from running out of ammo to 
mechanical malfunction. 

While there have been horrific, 
extended fights where shootists 


have run their weapons down 
to zero ammunition, the usual 
bland reply to this possibility is 
“Well, I always carry enough 
spare mags to cover that 
eventuality.” The only problem 
is that no matter how proficient 
you become at speed-loading, 
you cannot count expended 
rounds in a hot-and-heavy 
rapid-fire confrontation, you 
don’t always have the luxury 
of cover and concealment, and 
it will take at least a second to 
work out the reason why your 
weapon has ceased to 
function. In other words, the 
man hasn’t been born who can 
perform a one-second shot-to- 
shot reload in a contact- 
distance fight, because of the 
reaction time which will pass 
before the actual process of 
reloading can begin. 

So don’t be beguiled by that one 
— or the premise of a split-second 
malfunction clearance either — for 
the same reason. This is a real war 
we’re talking about, not some 
trumped-up predetermined firing 
range exercise. Pulling a second 
gun is invariably faster than trying 
to fix a mechanical problem. 

Additionally, while weapon 
retention techniques should be 
rigorously practiced, anybody can 
be overpowered and have a weapon 
either snatched from their 
possession or deflected off target 
for long enough to effectively put 
him/her out of commission. 

A second tactical consideration 
is that of injury. Again, while you 
should practice accessing your 
primary weapon with either hand, 
this may be too slow for a specific 
scenario, not feasible on a given 
day, or simply impossible because 
you take a hit before you can clear 
leather with the hand of your choice. 
The smug thought that you’re 
tactically aware and will always see 
the trouble building in advance has 
filled many a coffin. 

Take a round through your car 
window into your strong-side arm 
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and your normal sub-one-second 
draw stroke becomes a nightmare 
of eternity. Correlated to this 
situation is the relatively new-to- 
America fad of car-jacking, which 
is essentially a new version of a 
tried-and-true terrorist assassination 
technique. Tactics need to be 
modified in consideration of the ever- 
changing avenues and techniques 
of criminal attack, but there is one 
inviolable answer to a car-jacking: 
Either react with explosive, 
instantaneous force of your own, 
or be prepared to beg mercy from 
a barbarian — and we all know 
how that story ends. 

If you choose the former option, 
and elect to use a firearm, you will 
probably need to carry a second, 
or even a third handgun. And 
again, if words like “paranoia" or 
“lunacy” leap to mind, ask yourself: 
“Can I bypass a seat belt and 
access my handgun without delay 
while seated behind the wheel at 
a traffic light?” 

If the answer is negative, your 
current mode of carry won’t help 
you one whit in a jacking situation: 
You either need an additional gun 
or an alternative mode of carry. 

There is neither a middle-of-the- 
road answer nor a perfect solution. 
But you don’t have to be a rocket 
scientist to figure out that you’re 
probably not going to win a gunfight 
without a gun. And that you had 
better put your hand on one fast if 
you have a gun muzzle shoved in 
your face through your car window, 
because you have only about 
three-fifths of a second to react 
before you're dog meat. 

So what’s the golden answer to 
how many guns you carry, and how 
you carry them? 

There isn’t one. 

It will depend on your lifestyle, 
clothing: there are legal consider¬ 
ations, and most everybody's needs 
are different. But if you’re carrying a 
backup gun in the ubiquitous oP 
ankle rig, don’t wear skin¬ 
tight jeans. 

It doesn’t matter how sexy you 
look if you’re dead. 

Louis Awerbuck is proprietor of 
the Yavapai Firearms Academy in 
Prescott Valley, Arizona, and a 
frequent contributor to “Combat 
Weaponcraft. ” x 



Every Classic 
Model 1-7 knife 
is made of only 
the finest steel, 
hand convexed, 
hand finished 
and inspected 
to ensure 
the famous 
"Blackjack 
Sharp" edge. 
Now complete 
production in 
our U.S. factory 
by skilled 
craftsmen means 
reduced costs 
and great 
savings for you. 
Choose leather, 
micarta or stag 
handle. Ask 
your quality 
knife dealer for 
a Blackjack. 


hhhh b " 1 111 


MADE IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


CRIME 

CASH IN ON A 
BILLION DOLLAR 
RECESSION-PROOF 
INDUSTRY 

Agents/Dea 


PAYS 



ers Wanted 


...for our extensive line of sophisticated proprietary surveillance, countermeasure and secure communi¬ 
cation products. CCS, a leading manufacturer in the international security marketplace, has served gov¬ 
ernments, diplomats, the corporate and private sectors for nearly 40 years. “CCS is one of the largest and 
best known companies in the fast growing surveillance and monitoring industries.” -Fortune Magazine 

Our new video catalog, with the latest state-of-the-art 
technology available, is virtually a layman’s guide to pro¬ 
tecting oneself against bugging & electronic eavesdrop¬ 
ping, a $79 value available to readers of SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE for $29.95 (refundable w/purchase) plus $4 
shipping and handling. 



COMMUNICATION 
CONTROL SYSTEMS 
OF NEW YORK. LTD. 


675 Third Avenue, Suite 40B 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel (212) 557-3040 Fax; (212) 983-1278 


I am interested in hearing about your 
dealer/agent programs. Kindly contact 
me as soon as possible: 

Name_ 


| Company 


■ Address 




■ Tel 

Fax 

I <5 CCS 1993/SF 09/93 



_Not interested in dealership, but please send me 

__ CCS PRIVACY, SECURITY, 

SAFETY G SURVIVAL C AT A LOG (S) 

_Enclosed is my check for $._ 

Please charge my Mastercard_Visa_ 

American Express_ Exp dat e / _ 

Card #__ 


Signature^ 
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Belize 

Over 12-month period, Britain will 
withdraw 1,500-man garrison 
maintained in commonweaith 
since independence In 1981, Move 
is to deter Guatemala from acting 
on territorial claims it has on Belize, 
Some 200 Brit troops wiil remain to 
operate jungle warfare training 
center... 


SITREP = 


Peru 

Thirty-three Shining Path 
guerrillas killed in battle 
with army troops in upper 
Huallaga River valley, 
costing army three KiA, 
Guerrillas offensive 
marked 13th anniversary 
of insurrection 


Haiti 

U.N. prepares to Impose oil 
embargo on Haiti in attempt 
to force ruling junta to accept 
return of ousted President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide ... 






Italy 


Italian air force considers leasing up to 70 McDonnell Douglas | 
F-15A/B or 70 General Dynamics F-16A/B aircraft to maintain 
capability until delivery of German-designed Eurofighter 2000 
aircraft, projected for 2007. Leased craft would replace 
Lockheed F-104 interceptors ... 


Albania 

Jitters over prospect of 
fighting in an expanding 
Balkans war prompts country 
to bring military equipment 
out of storage and up to 
operational readiness... 


Nigeria 

Ruling military poised to nullify 
results of election on returning 
country to civilian rule, when 
initial vote tally makes it clear 
junta lost 


Liberia 

Rebels loyal to guerrilla leader 
Charles Taylor blamed for mutilation 
killings of 300 refugees in camp 
outside capital city of Monrovia. 
Taylor radio broadcast two weeks 
earlier ordered "reign of terror" on 
refugees... 


-vv 


Zaire 

More than 2,000 reported 
dead from 10 months of 
ethnic fighting in eastern 
Zaire. Clashes believed 
instigated by government 
against tribes of political 
rivals trying to end 
President Mobuto's 
27-year reign and bring 
democracy to country. 
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Lebanon 

The 400 Islamic members of Hamas movement expelled from Israel 
last December aren't living martyrs' lives, Deportees' camp north of 
Israeli security zone equipped with portable generators, large-screen 
TV and VCR, with small store selling cold drinks and fresh eggs — 
also four cellular phones for international calls 


Turkey 

Kurdish guerrillas In eastern 
Turkey end two-month truce, 
ambush bus carrying 34 soldiers 
and three police, killing all along 
with the driver. Government 
retaliatory strikes kill at least 
44 Kurds... 


Indonesia 

Defense ministry to purchase one-third of vessels from 
former East German navy, for bargain-basemenl price of 
$420 million. Buy includes 16 “Parchim" class 1,200-ton 
corvettes, 12 "Frosch I" class 1,950-ton landing craft, nine 
’Kondor ir class 400-ton minesweepers, and two "Frosch II 
class support ships ... 


Philippines 

Government claims 
New People's Army 
Insurgents' ranks have 
dropped 7% over past 
year, declining to 
11,160. Drop attributed 
to strife among rebels 
and counterinsurgency 
successes... 
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Guatemala 

President Jorge Serrano 
ousted after military refuses to 
book his attempt to dissolve 
congress and seize power... 


r> 


Spain 

Spanish air force will acquire 14 Mirage F-ls 
from Kuwaiti air force, which is re-equipping 
with McDonnell Douglas F/A-l 8s >. 


Switzerland 

in national referendum 
forced by local pacifists 
and greens, voters app r ove 
purchase of 34 McDonnell 
Douglas F/A-18S for Swiss air 
force ■... 


Croatia 

Croat military reportedly 
obtaining new arms, said 
planning offensive for late 
summer to regain control 
of Krajina region, west of 
Bosnia. Serbs have been 
mounting attacks there, 
possibly to pre-empt Croat 
move 


Hungary 

Hungary will get 22 
MiG-29 fighters worth 
$800 million from 
Russia in payment for 
debts incurred by 
former Soviet forces 
when stationed In- 
country ... 


Russia 

Country will demilitarize 
1.2 billion tons of ammo 
between 1993 and '97 ... 

Russia reaches agreement 
with Ukraine to evenly split 
Black Sea fleet, to remain 
based at port of Sevastopol. 


Afghanistan 

Defense minister Ahmed Shah 
Massoud agrees to step 
down under terms of cease¬ 
fire agreement ending latest 
round of fighting against 
forces of mujahideen leader 
Hekmatyar, who is prime 
minister designate ... 


T 




Israel 

Israel aerospace and arms firms 
gaining major supplier contracts 
for ex-Soviet Bloc nations and 
Third World ex-Soviet arms 
recipients. Israeli companies 
said to have inked deal with 
Romania to upgrade 100 
MiG-21 fighters, while negotiat¬ 
ing similar deal with India to 
upgrade Its MiG-21 fleet, 

Israeli firms also believed to 
have closed $400 million-plus 
deal to supply India with tank 
fire-control systems along with 
$50 million contract to provide 
Estonia with small arms... 


Iran 

Air force 
launches strikes 
on two 
mujahideen 
Khaiq guerrilla 
bases in Iraq . 


China 

Foreign minister Qian Qichen tells Israel no further deliveries of ballistic missiles will go to 
Iran or Syria ... 

Defense Minister Gen. Chi Haotian says China will not use military force to take over 
disputed Spratly fsiands in South China Sea, claimed (oil or In part) by China, Taiwan, 
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia and the Philippines 

People's Liberation Army will demobilize 64,000 officers, double last year's total. 
Discharged personnel urged to find jobs in private sector; past stand-downs normally 
included offers of government work 

Police teargas demonstrators in Lhasa, Tibet, protesting inflation when event turns Into 
protest against Chinese — first serious disturbance since pro-independence protests 
were crushed in 1989 ... 




























































































ADVENTURE QUARTERMASTER 


GOOD GLASSES, GOOD GUYS 


Randolph sun, shooting and avia¬ 
tor glasses are as good as it gets. 
But if you’ve ever worn them, you 
already knew that. Randolph has 
been supplying their top-quality 
shades to Uncle Sam for many 
years. When Desert Storm was 
heating up, DoD asked Randolph 
to deliver the next two years’ worth 
of contract-produced glasses in 60 
days. So they shut down the more 


profitable civilian line, ate the higher 
cost of accelerating production, 
cranked out Randolphs around the 
clock — and met the request on 
time, with no increase in unit cost to 
DoD. That’s putting your patriotism 
where your profit used to be. DoD 
cited Randolph Engineering for their 
extraordinary efforts, and if you want 
to cite them for their patriotism — 
look for their glasses. To find the 
Randoph dealer nearest you, sim¬ 
ply call them; phone: 800-541-1405. 
Or look for their distinctive “shotgun 
shell” displays at better sporting 
goods stores. Or drop them a note 
at Randolph Engineering Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 275 Centre St., Holbrook, MA 
02343-1075. 


S&W's HINGED HANDCUFF 


Handcuffs by Smith & Wesson 
have set the standard for many 
years, and now they offer the Model 
300 hinged handcuff for law enforce¬ 
ment professionals who need a 
high-performance handcuff that 
won’t break — or break their bud- 


Three times she was mugged 
and each time was unable to get to 
the personal protection device(s) in 
her purse. Did she give up? No, 
she designed the “Stunbrella” 
— a 60,000- 
volt stungun 
disguised as 
an umbrella. 

There are many 
stunguns on 
the market, but 
this is the only 
one you can 
carry in your 
hand without 
looking armed 
and danger¬ 
ous. And there 
are three in¬ 
terchange¬ 
able colored 
handles for 
your stylish 
security. Available from Ta- 
miami Gun Distributors, Dept. 
SOF, 2975 Southwest 8th St., 
Miami, FL 33135; phone: 305- 
223-1070. 



E TIP Inc., (Dept. SOF, 29 South 
Iowa Ave., Addison, IL 60101; 
phone: 708-530-8393), is market¬ 
ing a new Temporary Emergency 
Landing Zone Kit (Model MD-1006), 
from RAGE Inc. Based on the MAY- 
DAY Personal Emergency Strobe 
Light (approved for use by the U.S. 
and Canadian Coast Guards, as well 
as NATO forces for sea/land res¬ 
cue), this new kit provides a distinc¬ 
tive pattern of strobe lights visible 
for 10 miles from the air at night. It 
is easily deployed by one man, 
comes in a compact, lightweight 
case, is explosion proof, and gives 
15 hours continuous (20 hours in¬ 
termittent) flashing on ordinary “C” 
dry cells. Originally designed for 
EMT personnel to assist in safely 
landing choppers, the device has 
many applications for establishing 
temporary helicopter LZs, or two kits 
can be used to delineate a strip for 
fixed-wing craft. 





get. The Model 300’s welded hinge 
design further restricts hand and 
wrist movement, making it ideal for 
high-risk transfers. The Model 300 
fits almost all existing cuff cases. 
And, of course, they have S&W’s 
lifetime service policy: If found to 
have defects in material or work¬ 
manship, S&W will repair or replace 
them at no charge. Further details 
from Ken Jorgensen, Smith & 
Wesson, Dept. SOF, Box 2208, 
Springfield, MA 01102-2208; phone: 
413-781-8300. 


Afko is now marketing a 
full line of miniature laser tar¬ 
get designator “sights” for 
duty pistols by Beretta, 
Glock, SiG, Colt, S&W and 
Ruger. They all feature am¬ 
bidextrous, ergonomic “tap- 
touch” sensors for on-off tac¬ 
tile switching in either strong or weak 
hand. Teflon-coated to protect the 
weapon, the “On Duty” holsterable 
lasers have no exposed wires to 
snag, and allow 
the weapon to 
be field-stripped 
without removal 
or resighting the 
laser. Security hol- 
are available for all 
els. Afko also offers a 
flashlight mounts and lasers for 
Ml 6-type rifles — available in ei¬ 
ther infrared or visible (red) light. 
Further information available from 
Afko Technologies Inc., Dept. SOF, 
3972 Barranca Parkway, Suite J- 
484, Irvine, CA 92714; phone: 714- 
730-8835. 


sters 
mod- 
line of 


THE STUNBRELLA 


EMERGENCY HELICOPTER LjZ 


HOLSTERABLE 

LASERS 
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S.W.A.T., P.O. Box 16598, North Hollywood, CA 91615 


YES! 


Sign me up for 9 
issues of S.W.AT. for 
only $26.95! I'll save 
$8.60 off the cover 
price. 


Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


□Payment Enclosed 

Charge My DVisa DMC 

# 

Exp. 

Signature 



MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ON UNMAILED ISSUES IF NOT SATISFIED! Foreign add $10. Make checks payable to L.F.P. Inc. 

Your first issue will arrive in 6 to 8 weeks. WATCH FOR IT! 

OFFER EXPIRES JANUARY 1,1994 


CNWXD 

















NEW TERZUOLA SPYDERCO 


AQUA SACK 


Any clean water is good when you’re thirsty: But cold water sure tastes 
better. Aqua Sack (from Designer Beverage Wear, Dept. SOF, 9700 E. Miff, 
Suite 1-95, Denver, CO 80231; phone: 303-751-9483, has that consider¬ 
ation well-covered with an idea borrowed from Israeli soldiers. Their Aqua 
Sack insulated water bottle covers come in four sizes from 2 liter to 1/2 liter 
and in 10 cool colors, to keep your water cold and make it easy to carry. A 
practical item for yuppies to survivalists.^ 
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Spyderco Inc. (Dept. SOF, Box 
800, Golden, CO 80402; phone: 
800-525-7770) is well known for its 
line of easy-to-carry, quick-opening, 
lightweight and serviceable folding 
knives. Bob Terzuola’s popular Cl 5 
(at top), has been introduced in a 
slightly smaller form as the Cl 9 (bot¬ 
tom). The Cl 9 features the same 
ATS-34 stainless blade and alumi¬ 
num handle as the Cl 5, but in a 
slightly smaller package — 6 1/4 
inches compared to 7 3/4 inches. 
Spyderco is also introducing a new, 
smaller Cl 8 version of the Wayne 
Goddard-designed Cl 6, featuring 
the same G2 steel blade and black 
micarta handles, but with a blade length 
of 2 5/8 inches. 


NIGHT VISION WEAPON SIGHTS 
& VIEWERS 


NIGHT VISION 
GOGGLES 


II GEN. 
NVG-500 
Starlight Goggles 

7 $ 5850 °° 


III GEN. 

AN/PVS-7B 
Mono-Tube Goggle 

^ $ 4850 00 


(Standard Unit) 


II & III GEN.* 


NIGHT EXPLORER 
Pocketscope 
$219500 


Now with Excellent Cond. 
Intensifier *111 Gen. POR 


STANO Components 


Catalog $ 4°° 


P.O.Box 2048 • Carson City, Nevada 89702 • (702) 246-5281 / (702) 246-5283 / Fax (702) 246-5211 


DAY/NIGHT COMBAT SURVIVAL TARGET 


A new target is available for those who 
want to train like they fight: The JAS 2700 
target is designed to imprint on the mind the 
area of the body that would give the 
shooter the maximum number 
of hits under stress in a low- 
light situation. The oval scor¬ 
ing rings are designed to fo¬ 
cus the shooter’s concentra¬ 
tion on the "lower center mass" — the 
proven method of hitting a target in 
low light or other stressful conditions. 

For further information, send a 
stamped envelope to JAS Inc., Dept. 

SOF, P.O. Box 0, Rosemount, MN 
55068; (612) 890-7631. 


The Leader In Technology for Sowing, Sighting, 
Ph©t®graphing and Videotaping In The Dark 
























LEAA . . . Fighting For 

Front-Une Cop AND lictims of Crimo 


LEAA OFFICERS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

• Jim Fotis 

Lynbrook, NY Police Department (ret.) 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

• Brenda Maples, President 
Memphis, TN Police Department 

• Thomas J. Aveni, Jr., 1st Vice President 
Former Gloucester Township, NJ Police 
Officer and Founder of LEPSA 

• Richard Beckman, 2nd Vice President 
Cloverdale, CA Police Department 

• Dwight Van Horn, 3rd Vice President 
Los Angeles, CA Sheriff’s Department 

• Jack L. Roberts, Treasurer 
President, Southern States PBA 

• Stephen J. Chand, Secretary 

Old Brookville, NY Police Department 

• John W. Chapman, Sergeant-at-Arms 
Killeen, TX Police Department 

• Ronald Allen, Board Member 
Westfield, NJ Police Department 
2nd Vice President, National PA.L 

• David A. Lindman, Board Member 
Minneapolis, MN Police Department 

• Ray Maples, Board Member 
Memphis, TN Police Department 
President, Memphis Police Assoc. 

• Jimmy Trahin, Board Member 

Los Angeles, CA Police Department (ret.) 


J oin the Law Enforcement Alliance of America (LEAA)—the first national partnership between law- 
abiding citizens and law enforcement professionals that fights for tough anti-crime legislation and 
policies to protect the victims of crime. 

LEAA is not a union. But we are a strong voice in Washington, D.C., for things that will make a 
difference in your professional and personal life: 

— National Concealed Carry for Police Officers - Drafted by LEAA, this bill (H.R. 1277) will allow 
qualified off-duty and retired officers to carry concealed firearms anywhere in the U.S., thereby giving 
them the means to protect citizens and themselves at no additional cost to taxpayers whether or not they 
are in their own jurisdiction. 

— Affirming law-abiding citizens’ Second Amendment rights while keeping firearms out of the hands 
of criminals. LEAA supports tough laws aimed at crimitials , not ineffective "gun control" laws that 
criminals ignore. 

— Providing statutory authority for pretrial detention of dangerous defendants and creating sufficient 
prison capacity to support the criminal justice system. 

— Adopting mandatory minimum penalties for firearms offenders, violent criminals, and habitual 
offenders; advocating the use of the death penalty, with habeus corpus reform, as an effective deterrent 
to crime. 

— Considering the victims’ perspective at sentencing and early release proceedings, providing for 
victim-witness coordinators, and permitting victims of crime to require HIV testing of defendants prior 
to trial. 

— Due Process for Police Officers - to provide standards and protection for the conduct of internal police 
investigations and for other due process safeguards. 

LEAA is the fastest growing law enforcement and victims’ rights organization in America because we are 
fighting for street-smart, common sense solutions to this country’s crime epidemic. By combining the 
knowledge and experience of front-line law enforcement professionals and the real life experience of 
victims of crime, LEAA is able to take a tough stand on law and order—and law-makers listen! 

Members receive the following benefits: 

• LEAA is your strong advocate in Washington, D.C., for victims of crime, front-line law enforcement 
and law-abiding citizens to fight for legislation that puts real justice back into the criminal justice 
system. 

• A free subscription to the LEAA Membership Magazine and Legislative Bulletins. 

• Personalized Membership Card and Window Decals for your home and car. 

If you believe in our goals, then join LEAA nowl We need you . . . and you need LEAA! 


PLEASE DETACH HERE 


LAW ENFORCEMENT ALLIANCE OF AMERICA 


I DESIRE THE FOLLOWING MEMBERSHIP: 

d $10 Professional (Sworn officers with powers 
of arrest serving a public agency, or retired 

The information requested on this form is very important for 
LEAA to have the maximum impact possible with our federal, 
state, and local legislators. Please fill out completely, whether 
active or retired. 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
LEAA 

Name 

□ 

$10 

rrom same) 

Associate (All non-sworn officers serving 

PLEASE CIRCLE ITEMS THAT APPLY TO YOU: 

Address 


n 

$15 

a public agency) 

Private Professional (Private security and 
investigativeprofessionals) 

Employer Jurisdiction: Federal (DF) State (DS) County (DC) 
Municipal (DM) Private (DP) 

City 

State Zip 

i_i 

Employment Status: Full-Time (TF) Part-Time (TP) Reserve 
(TB) Auxiliary (TA) Retired (TR) 

Are you a member of: A.F.L./C.I.O. (KA) F.O.P. (HF) 

N.A.P.O. (JN) P.B.A. (HP) (name of local/lodge: 

) 

(H) Phone ( ) 

D.O.B. 

□ 

$15 

Civilian Law Enforcement (Civilian law 
enforcement personnel) 

(W) Phone ( ) 


□ 

$20 

Citizen (All other private citizens) 

Agency 


□ 

$100 

Professional or Associate Life Membership 

Please list other groups you are a member of: 

Rank 



$150 Private Sec. & Civilian Law Enf. Life 
Membership 

$200 Citizen Life Membership 

One-time only payment that automatically renews your 
annual LEAA membership for life, plus special benefits. 


CD I have personally been a victim of a violent crime (Wl). 


The Law Enforcement Alliance of America is recognized by the United States Treasury Department as a non-profti organization 
under IRS Code Section 501 (c) (4). Due to LEAA *s legislative activities, contributions and gifts to LEAA are not tax-deductible as 
charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. 

93FSOF 


LEAA • 7700 Leesburg Pike • Suite 421 • Falls Church, VA 22043 • (703) 847-COPS (800) 766-8578 
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EXCLUSIVE 


BATF’S MAGIC 

BULLETS 


EDITOR'S NOTE: SOF’s mention of a tubular steel 
bullet in our first report on the ATF/Waco disaster (see 
11 Gun Gestapo's Day of Infamy , ” June ’93) drew so much 
comment , it was decided that a full-scale follow-up was 
in order . 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms 

(ATF) continues to deny that any of its agents were wounded 
by their own men in the raid on the Branch Davidian 
compound near Waco, Texas. Citing an anonymous federal 
law enforcement source, Newsweek magazine reported “evi¬ 
dence” that there were victims of friendly fire. SOF 
rechecked its sources, who also insist that there were friendly 
fire casualties, and they cited the use of tubular steel ammu¬ 
nition as that evidence. They emphasized, however, that 
these friendly fire casualties did not include any of the four 
agents killed. 

The most persistent account is of an agent wounding 
himself with an accidental discharge (AD) from his weapon 
before the raid began. Indeed, the very first notice of the 
raid received by this reporter — from a source with ties to 
federal law enforcement who called the afternoon of 28 
February — included information that an ATF agent 
wounded himself with an AD as he got out of a cattle trailer. 

According to that source, who had talked with ATF 
personnel, that accidental gunshot and the agent’s cries of 
“I’m hit! I’m hit!” could be what started the firefight that 
left four ATF agents and an unknown number of Branch 
Davidians dead. 

SOF has been able to discount one version of an AD 
resulting in a gunshot wound, that of an ATF agent who 
supposedly shot himself in the leg as he unholstered his 
sidearm while climbing a ladder. Our viewing of broadcast 
film, including outtakes, conclusively disproves this report. 
The agent’s right foot merely slipped off a ladder rung, and 
his color-coded helmet confirmed that the agent reached the 
roof and entered a second-floor window. 


It is worth not¬ 
ing that the ATF’s 
initial count of 
their wounded — 

16 — was later re¬ 
vised to 15. Per¬ 
haps supervisors 
decided to make 
a bad situation 
look a little better 
by eliminating 
friendly fire casu¬ 
alties from their 
count of the 
wounded. 

By any count, though, the raid was an unqualified disas¬ 
ter. If 100 agents participated in the raid, as initially re¬ 
ported, the original casualty rate, including four dead, works 
out to 20%: unacceptable to most commanders, with the 
possible exception of Iranian fanatics plotting human-wave 
attacks against fortified positions. One agent who partici¬ 
pated in the raid, anonymously interviewed on CBS’ Street 
Stories , said only 90 ATF agents participated, which would 
bump the casualty rate up to 22%. Other reports indicate the 
actual assault team numbered significantly lower, with one 
figure indicating 50% casualties. 

Two SOF sources cited the recovery of a government- 
issued bullet from at least one wounded agent. They both 
described a tubular steel round, supposedly issued in case 
cult defenders were wearing body armor. Reports from cult 
survivors indicate that Koresh and a few others were wear¬ 
ing body armor. 

One source described the tubular steel bullet as a “Cy¬ 
clone,” saying it apparently had been nicknamed by some 
agents because of its destructive potential — a powerful 
force spinning rapidly around a hollow center. 

The “Cyclone” nickname is not well known. But exist- 

Left: copy of label from 
proported FBI SWAT bullet, 
by Guilford Engineering 
Associates. Right: label from 
AN SB rounds Guilford 
produced under military 
contract. 



GUILFORD ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Guilford, Connecticut 06437 

9 * 19 mm (ANSB) 


Contract. No. 

D AAD 05-81-M-E 447 


Exotic 9mm 
“Cyclone” 
Round 
Exposed 

by James L. Pate 
Photos by Ken Carter 
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“Cyclone" tubular steel rounds, 
designed to defeat polyaramid fabric 
body armor: At left is prototype bullet 
loaded in Winchester brass for U.S. 
Army at Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Maryland. At right is similar bullet 
loaded in GEA brass with a high- 
density polyethylene feeder-tip to 
facilitate functioning in automatic 
weapons. 



Note hollow-steel core in bullet, which 
presents a rapidly spinning annular knife 
edge to ballistic fiber, cutting through 
body armor and continuing on into 
target. Polyethylene tip on round at right 
ensures positive feeding and protects 
lips of annular knife, but does not 
interfere with “cookie-cutter" effect 
of round. 



Two variations of the annular-nose, 
solid-base (ANSB) ammo made by GEA 
for Delta Force and the ultra-secret ISA 
(Intelligence Support Activity). 
Essentially a steel-cored re-invention of 
a hollow-point bullet, these rounds were 
not very effective. 


ence of the tubular steel bullet has been publicized before, 
and a legal variant (not steel) was sold in the United States 
for a short time. 

Here's what we’ve learned since the first Waco story. 

The small arms handgun tubular bullet concept was con- 
ceived and developed by Abe Flatau in 1978-80. At the 
time, Flatau was an experimental aerodynamacist specializ¬ 
ing in unconventionally configured ammunition at the Army's 
Edgewood Arsenal, adjacent to Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Maryland. 

“Everyone at that time was impressed with Kevlar [the 
trademark name of a DuPont-developed anti-ballistic 
polyaramid fiber used to make soft body armor]," Flatau 
told SOF. “I had an idea that 1 believed would make Kevlar 
easy to defeat." 

That idea was a light, high-velocity, tu¬ 
bular steel bullet, hollow in the middle and 
sharpened on its leading edge, jacketed in 
copper to prevent the steel from damaging 
the bore of a gun barrel. 

After putting his ideas on paper, Flatau 
hired Guilford Engineering Associates Inc., 
of Guilford, Connecticut, to make the first 
rounds for testing. Guilford is run by David 
Findlay, whom Flatau knew from having 
worked with him. Findlay made the first 
rough prototypes, and design modifications 
thereafter included changes in the bullet’s 
shape and size. 

The product that resulted is remarkable 
for its high gyroscopic stability, making it 
less likely to wildly ricochet. It has high velocity and high 
kinetic energy, yet significantly reduced recoil. Flatau, now 
retired, pointed out that the round shoots flatter, and has a 
shorter time in flight, with less aerodynamic drag. 

Flatau's bullet penetrates body armor rated to stop con¬ 
ventional 9x19mm or .45 ammunition, and then some. 
Experiments in the wound ballistics laboratory indicated 
superb terminal ballistics. 

For the shooter — and especially the shootee — superb 
terminal ballistics translates as “a very nasty bullet," Flatau 
said. The tubular design produces a coring effect as it pen¬ 
etrates a target, much like a small, high-speed cookie cutter, 
leaving a wound very difficult to repair. Large amounts of tissue 
are extruded and the bullets tend to tumble 180 degrees after 
penetration, which exacerbates the displacement effect. 


The terminal ballistics — and the patent application — 
of Flatau's tubular steel bullets were classified by the Army 
at the time, he said, but have since been declassified. They 
remain illegal for civilians to possess. Neither soft body 
armor nor Kevlar helmets, which were just being tested at 
the time, will stop a tubular steel bullet at conventional 
pistol range. 

Flatau left government service for 18 months in the 
private sector in 1980. He returned to the Special Projects 
Office in the Human Engineering Laboratory at the Army's 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in late 1981, resuming his work 
in experimental ammunition for special operations units. 

Findlay's Guilford Engineering Associates continued to 
provide the actual ammunition, expensive rounds that had to 
be individually machined and essentially hand- 
loaded. The rounds were a tubular steel body 
encased with a copper rotating band; the steel 
was machined to a sharpened leading edge, a 
key feature in its ability to penetrate anti-bal- 
listic fiber. 

The experimental ammunition was made in 
four sizes, Flatau told SOF : 9x19mm, .45 ACP, 
9mm Magnum and .45 Magnum. The Mag¬ 
num bullets were made “just to determine the 
bullet’s basic performance characteristics,” 
Flatau said, not with any intent of possible 
production. 

The 9mm steel tubular projectile developed 
by Flatau is a 57.2-grain bullet with a velocity 
of approximately 1,600-1,800 feet per second 
from a 9x19mm case with appropriate load¬ 
ing. His .45 ACP steel round weighs 116 grains and has a 
velocity of about 1,250 feet per second. 

The velocities on the experimental Magnum rounds were 
impressive. Using a Thompson-Center Contender with a 
7-inch barrel, the tubular steel .45 Magnum rounds achieved 
a velocity of 2,700 fps, Flatau recalled, while the 9mm 
Magnum tubular left the barrel at about 2,350-2,400 fps. 

Word about the new steel bullet got around. It was dem¬ 
onstrated for small arms instructors the Marine Corps De¬ 
velopment and Education Center (MCDEC) at Quantico, 
Virginia. “They were crazy about it," Flatau recalled. 

In 1984, the law enforcement community expressed its 
first interest in Flatau's tubular steel bullet. All orders had 

Continued on page 69 



GEA (Guilford Engineering 
Associates) headstamp: 
GEA loaded this and other 
rounds for FBI special 
operations units. 
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5 Firelights, 4 
“ Humanitarian 9 * 

by John Zimmerman 
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“We were lucky, we were 
quick, we had superior 
technology, and they were 
dead.” Photo: Rob Krott 



Remember, the United States is NOT at war! 

... stated the first line of the rules of engagement. America may not have been 
at war in Somalia, but U.S. ground troops were involved in combat. From a 
soldier’s perspective it was the worst kind of combat, where the enemy was 
unrecognizable. 

Looking back at my 15 weeks (15 December 1992 through 1 April 1993) 
serving in Operation Restore Hope, a “humanitarian mission,” I recall seeing no 
starving Somalis nor very much humanitarian relief. What I did experience as a 
U.S. Army light infantry scout squad leader was five firefights, four confirmed 
kills, hostile sniper fire, rock-throwing and rioting. 

Shortly after arrival in Somalia, our scout platoon of the 1st Battalion, 87th 
Infantry, 10th Mountain Division was ordered to help establish law and order in 
the port city of Marka, some 75km southwest of Mogadishu on the Indian Ocean. 

Establishing law and order meant confiscating weapons, so life in Marka 
could return to a Somali sense of normalcy. In my view, the objective required an 
unannounced cordon of the area, followed by a thorough search of the whole 
community. But politics hinderedjjur ability to effectively do the job. 

Marka had been inundated with PSYOPS leaflets warning how the Americans 
were coming for days prior to our arrival there on New Year’s Eve. People were 
warned that non-“registered” weapons would be seized if observed. Crew-served 
weapons or armed “technical” vehicles would not be condoned. 

But we didn’t seize any arms until 5 January. The Somalis weren’t stupid and 
didn’t want to give up their guns, so they logically hid them until they needed 
them. Those first few days counterintelligence teams, interpreters, civil affairs 
and PSYOPS personnel did their thing. The Somalis knew the deal: We were 
blowing smoke. 

Then 5 January 
rolled around, the 
date for our big, 
battalion-sized, 
synchronized, sys¬ 
tematic weapons 
sweep of Marka. 
Thus far the deal 
was: If we openly 
observed any 
weapons, we could 
take them. Other¬ 
wise the Somalis 
would have to of¬ 
fer them to us. We 
could not enter 
homes or search 
clan compounds. 

All that day 
we talked with 
the locals. Some 
“Sammies” were 
wise guys, telling 
us straight out that 
we couldn’t take 
their hidden guns 
away — it really 
pissed us off. We 
did seize a few 
weapons kept in 
plain sight inside 
vehicles. Offering 
kids a buck or so 
to point out caches 

or bring us weapons turned up a few more specimens, but nothing significant. It 
was irritating for us to bypass known clan compounds housing weapons and 
Sammies who played dumb. 

I got the ass and had a brilliant idea: Somalis weren’t exactly technologically 
advanced — one group of guards at a compound thought Sergeant Warren’s GPS 


Map: Krissie Anderson 


Confirmed Kills During 
Ops in Somalia 
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Army scouts using Humvees on 24-hour roadblock op outside 
Afgooye, 25km northwest of Mogadishu — risky duty in 
blistering midday heat or at night — searching vehicles filled 
with intoxicated, armed or aggressive Somalis. 

Photo: John Zimmerman 


(Global Positioning System) was a 
camera. Moving to another compound, 
we ordered the Sammies there to bring 
out all their weapons. Of course they 
denied having any. Then I began to 
lean on them, saying we knew they 
were lying and hiding arms and de¬ 
manded they surrender them at once 
or we were going in after them. 

Again the Sammies denied having 
weapons, but I replied that my “ma¬ 
chine” (the GPS) had detected their 
guns. Chagrined, they brought out a 
couple of AK-47s, an H&K G3 rifle 
and a 9mm Beretta submachine gun. 
Afterward I passed my little success 
story on to other scout squads. 

Sergeant Stevens tried the GPS trick 
on another compound and his squad 
reeled in the day’s biggest catch: two 
belt-fed machine guns — a .50-cali¬ 
ber and a .30-caliber — 13 varied as¬ 
sault rifles and two technical vehicles. 
All in all, our scout platoon took 28 of 
32 weapons seized by the battalion 
that day. 

Risky Roadblocks 

Our battalion command worked out 
a rotational plan for securing Marka’s 
port, manning checkpoints, conduct¬ 
ing patrols and maintaining perimeter 
security. To help implement the sys¬ 
tem, our scout squads were tasked with 
area assessment missions for small 
communities in the surrounding area. 
Typically, we would observe a par¬ 
ticular town from several vantage 
points. For two days we would remain 
outside the community, silently 
eyeballing day-to-day life and watch¬ 
ing for any technical vehicles, bandit 
activities or weapons employment. On 
our third day, two scout teams would 
provide overwatch, sniper positions 
and a quick reaction force. Then one 
scout squad, a lieutenant and an inter¬ 


preter would take 
to the streets gath¬ 
ering information 
on banditry, town 
elders and political 
affiliations. The 
squad would also 
assess locally avail¬ 
able water, food and 
medical aid. 

Alternately, our 
unit conducted 24- 
hour roadblocks 
— potentially dan¬ 
gerous operations 
for a 19-man scout 
platoon unsure of 
its “enemies.” It 
required a small act of valor at 0300 to 
stop a vehicle full of Sammies, herd 
them roadside, provide overwatch, then 
go about searching personnel and trans¬ 
port for weapons. It was also risky at 
midday when vehicles might be backed 
up both ways a half-mile or so; it was 
hot as hell and Sammies were stoned 
and aggressive on khat and other 
substances. 

One vehicle we searched carried 
$50,000 in U.S. cash along with a mint 
Browning M1919 .30-caliber machine 
gun — pity the poor, starving Sammies. 
Somalia was home to crooks and 
thieves. The men were lazy and did 
essentially nothing 
while women did 
all the work. At 
one roadblock a 
car got a flat tire; I 
watched the men 
inside it make 
their women get 
out and change it. 

First 

Confirmed 
Kills 

While we con¬ 
tinued scouting 
around Marka, nu¬ 
merous reports 
were received of 
bandits setting up 
their own road¬ 
block operations in 
the village of Mudun, southwest of us 
and just over the seacoast ridge from 
Baraawe. Our squads were short- 
handed, so my group and Stevens’ 
squad combined to form “Team Com¬ 
bat” to go there and assess bandit traf¬ 
fic in and out of Mudun. 

Stevens would be my point man for 
this operation. As team leader, I would 
walk behind him, followed by my 


radioman Corporal Peterson and 
scout/observer Specialist Smith, with 
Spc. Choate providing rear security. 

On 18 February we inserted via two 
Humvees near a radio tower atop 
Baraawe’s coastal ridge at 2030. We 
moved parallel to Somalia’s north- 
south MSR (Main Supply Road) from 
250 to 300 meters away, with a wood 
line providing concealment as we 
gradually worked our way down to¬ 
ward Mudun. We ended up some 300 
meters from the village crossroad we 
were supposed to observe. Conducting 
a security halt to establish location, we 
could see lights, activity and what ap¬ 
peared to be a vehicle stopped at the 
intersection. 

Based on this, Stevens silently 
guided the team into Mudun along the 
MSR to within 50 meters of the cross¬ 
road. We paused for another security 
halt, taking cover inside the blown-out 
comer wall of a United Somali Con¬ 
gress (USC — under major warlord 
Mohamed Farah Aidid) compound. 
Peering over the wall’s remains, we 
used our NODs (Night Observation 
Devices) to assess locations for setting 
up an OP. 

Stevens and I noticed three figures 
crossing the roadway. In the dark we 
could see two Somali men distinctly 
walking together, with a third man 10 


to 15 meters behind them attempting 
to catch up. The lead pair were paral¬ 
lel to our wall and heading toward us. 

I told Stevens to let the trio pass, 
but subdue and hold them if they com¬ 
promised us. No sooner had I whis¬ 
pered this when the first two Somalis 
appeared at the blown-out portion of 
the wall, no more than arm’s distance 
away. Stevens was directly in front of 



First confirmed kill for author’s scout platoon, 18 Feb.’93 in 
Mudun. Dead Sammy carried M16A1 rifle with A2 tracer rounds. 
Scouts were assessing likely OP site when assaulted by three 
Somali bandits. From left in foreground: squad leaders 
Zimmerman and Stevens. Photo: courtesy author 
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me... “Stop! Drop your weapons now!” 
he shouted. 

The first Sammy cracked a smile 
and raised his weapon at Stevens. Im¬ 
mediately the sergeant shot him. I 
moved to Stevens' right and fired, hit¬ 
ting the second man. Our squad in¬ 
stantly deployed on line to my right 
and conducted a textbook chance con¬ 
tact immediate-assault battle drill. 

Since the first two men no longer 
posed a threat, I shifted my fire to the 
third Somali fleeing with a weapon. 


We assaulted across the kill zone. The 
two Sammies were still alive and writh¬ 
ing about — a weapon lay at just a 
little more than arm's distance between 
them. We maintained our volume of 
fire until there was no more move¬ 
ment. Local security was established. 
I called in the sitrep to our lieutenant. 
On the kill zone was an M16A1 rifle 
with A2 tracer ammo, its selector 
switch set on auto. 

It was a good feeling, as if we won 
the Super Bowl. We had finally reached 
the destiny of infantry training. Two 
confirmed kills! The adrenaline was 
pumping hard. The rest of our battal¬ 
ion was alerted and an extensive cor¬ 
don and search of Mudun was promptly 
conducted. The third Somali who ran 
was never found. 

The following day, a major from 
Special Forces congratulated my squad, 
saying the two dead Sammies were 
known and feared bandits. One of them 
had repeatedly slashed a woman’s 
stomach a few days earlier. The So¬ 
mali district commissioner also sent a 
message informing us that the two ban¬ 
dits were lucky to have died so quickly 
— they would have suffered slowly 
and painfully if captured by locals. 

Returning to Marka in late Febru¬ 
ary, we found the city regaining order, 
enforced by GIs and a new local secu¬ 


rity force. However, these security “of¬ 
ficers” were unreliable at best, often 
working stoned on khat or other drugs. 
But we wouldn't be staying at our home 
base for long. 

Earlier, in mid-January, one of the 
strongest and most unpredictable So¬ 
mali warlords, General Morgan (aka 
Mohamed Said Hirsi, leader of the So¬ 
mali People’s Movement), had gotten 
the bright idea to attack the southern 
port city of Kismayu and rid it of Colo¬ 
nel Omar Jess (warlord of the Somali 
National Alli¬ 
ance, allied with 
Aidid) and his 
men. Conse¬ 
quently our pla¬ 
toon was ordered 
south of the equa¬ 
tor in early March 
to play army amid 
the ongoing civil 
unrest. 

Valley Of 
Arms 

Kismayu lies 
some 400km 
southwest of 
Marka. Moving 
down the MSR by vehicle transport 
some 20 minutes northeast of Kismayu, 
we observed hundreds of people con¬ 
gregated nearby in an adjacent low¬ 
land valley. Riding in the trail vehicle 
of an advance convoy just moments 
beforehand, 3rd Squad scouts had spot¬ 
ted two Sammies with weapons along¬ 
side the highway. 

The scout squad’s vehicle stopped. 
The scouts then dismounted and pur¬ 
sued the fleeing gunmen. Two 
Sammies turned into four, then 3rd 
Squad suddenly came upon seven tech¬ 
nical vehicles, some mounting ,50-cali- 
ber belt-fed machine guns, one with a 
U.S.-type 106mm recoilless rifle, an¬ 
other carrying a 40mm grenade 
launcher, while one mounted a 
quad-.50. People with guns were all 
around. 

As our main convoy element pulled 
up, all we heard was small-arms fire 
interrupted by the distinct burping of a 
blazing .50-caliber. Dismounting, we 
saw hundreds of people running to¬ 
ward the road, straight at us. We 
wanted to shoot, but none of these 
Sammies earned weapons. I had a 
doomed feeling we had bitten off more 
than we could chew and were all go¬ 
ing to die. 

We moved to an opening in the tree 
line and saw the seven technicals, but 



Probing for weapons: Scout on Kismayu, Somalia, cordon 
and search operation, March 1993. Photo: John Zimmerman 


3rd Squad already had the situation 
under control. All nearby Sammies 
were sitting or laying facedown. The 
.50-cal still fired in our direction from 
the high ground 600 meters or so away. 
Through an interpreter, our lieutenant 
assessed the situation and found these 
were Omar Jess’ supporters; they had 
been corralled here in a “safe” zone by 
our forces. 

Nonetheless they knew the rule 
about openly displaying weapons. So 
3rd Squad was credited with two un¬ 
confirmed kills, while all of us got to 
experience being downrange of a 
.50-caliber. 

Seaport Hellhole 

Exciting — that was the word for 
Kismayu. After our platoon arrived 
there, Sammies occasionally tried to 
toss grenades at us. There were quite a 
few riots, thrown stones and exchanges 
of fire. 

One Sammy tried to stab a soldier 
during a cordon and search. The GI 
shot him in the head at point-blank 
range, sending him to Allah real quick. 
A scout was forced to tackle another 
Sammy pointing a submachine gun, as 
shooting him could have killed inno¬ 
cent bystanders. 

Kismayu was rough and violent. At 
the heart of the turbulent city lay sec¬ 
tor C-6, where our lieutenant discov¬ 
ered a small, abandoned compound 
building. We occupied it early one 
morning and basically hootched out 
there until dusk, then at 1900 my squad 
readied for our first Kismayu night 
patrol. 

As soon as it was dark, we climbed 
over our compound’s back wall and 
slithered out into the night, every man 
carrying a set of NODs. Everyone had 
the feeling we would make contact. 
Specialist Lee was on point; I followed 
as squad leader. Lieutenant Harvey 
came next, followed by our interpreter 
Mohamed, then Spc. Arnold and Cpl. 
Peterson as respective platoon and 
squad radiomen, with scout observer 
Smith and Sgt. Garcia-Bochas provid¬ 
ing rear security. 

Hugging the walls, we moved 
through streets and alleyways, staying 
in shadows and making no sound. This 
was termed a security patrol. In reality 
we were going out to observe likely 
high-traffic areas — if we needed to 
apply the rules of engagement, then so 
be it. There was a curfew in effect and 
Sammy was supposed to be safe inside 
at home. 

We set up one OP, but were unable 
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to stay there long due to Belgian troops 
patrolling close by in armored vehicles. 
Harvey, Lee and I were assessing an¬ 
other likely spot when Garcia-Bochas 
radioed me that an old man had told 
Mohamed he had just been robbed and 
could show us where the bandits went. 

The three of us went back to link up 
with the squad and the old man. He led 
us up an alley intersecting a street, 
telling us the thieves were near a build¬ 
ing across the street. Sending Garcia- 
Bochas and Smith 
toward this loca¬ 
tion, I left most of 
my squad as rear 
security, then took 
Lee and Peterson 
along with me to 
another alleyway 
down the same 
street. We would 
observe from a 
different vantage 
point, about 75 
meters distant 
from Garcia 
Bochas and Smith. 

Thirty or so 
minutes dragged by. Harvey radioed 
that his element was going to try to 
flush the Sammies out. They swept 
across the street, making their way up 
to and on line with my position. 

Then all hell broke loose from 
Garcia-Bochas and Smith’s position, a 
flurry of red tracers concurring with 
the gunfire. Using his NODs, Garcia- 
Bochas had spotted two Sammies ad¬ 
vancing with weapons directly across 
the street from him; he nudged his 
partner to alert him. Smith shifted his 
position to face the oncoming threat. 

In the moonlight, one of the ad¬ 
vancing pair spotted the two scouts 
and opened up on them. Smith and 
Garcia-Bochas returned a high volume 
of their own fire as one Sammy some¬ 
how broke contact and got away; the 
other man was hit square between the 
eyes and went down. Open-eyed, his 
brains spilled out onto the ground as if 
someone had split him from forehead 
to nose with an ax. 

My element flanked Smith and 
Garcia-Bochas while they assaulted 
across the kill zone. Harvey’s group 
arrived at once — we established lo¬ 
cal security while he called the sitrep 
into battalion. Soon Major Stanton 
(operations officer) and Captain Klein 
(intelligence officer) arrived on the 
scene to interview Garcia-Bochas 
and Smith on details of the firefight. 
Meanwhile I moved my element 


away to provide more security. 

Soon after this, Lee, Peterson and I 
sat in a building shadow on a low 
ledge. We overlooked a small open 
area. My AN/PVS-7B night vision 
goggles revealed a Sammy moving 
cautiously through our AO toward us. 
When he came within 25 feet, I called 
out “Joogsor (Stop!) several times. 
The Sammy fidgeted nervously. We 
rose and spread out on a line, keeping 
distance between us. 


My intention was simply to search 
the guy since he acted suspiciously 
and was violating curfew. I com¬ 
manded “FadistaF (sit down!) sev¬ 
eral times. He stalled, squatted down 
and pulled a folding-stock AK-47 from 
his shawl, leveling it right on me. All 
three of us opened fire on the son of a 
bitch. Firing tracers, we all experi¬ 
enced whiteout in our NODs — we 
had to peer under them and walk the 
tracers up onto him. 

As we assaulted across the objec¬ 
tive, I could hear my platoon leader 
shouting from behind, asking how 
many and which direction. We ceased 
fire and secured the far side of the 
objective while I explained the 
situation. 

Miraculously, this Sammy was still 
alive. Through Mohamed, he struggled 
to say he belonged to Morgan’s forces, 
noting 40 or more of his buddies re¬ 
mained in our AO. He was shot 
through the jaw, the ankle and the 
back of his right knee. Medics were 
called; the Sammy was evacuated to a 
Belgian hospital where he died a couple 
of days later. Upon clearing the recov¬ 
ered AK, Lee found a 7.62x39mm 
round in its chamber with the primer 
dented and the weapon set to fire. 

In a meeting a few days later, 
Kismayu’s city elders told our 
battalion’s commander that U.S. forces 
should leave the city. They pointed 



Providing overwatch on access road to Kismayu airfield and 
troop barracks — no more Beiruts. Photo: Rob Krott 


out how Americans waved and smiled 
in the daylight while lots of Somalis 
died at night. A day or so after this, our 
platoon pulled out of Kismayu and re¬ 
turned to Marka. However, B Com¬ 
pany remained behind to become in¬ 
volved in several more firefights, rack¬ 
ing up additional kills. 

Slap In The Face 

Back in Marka, the brigade com¬ 
mander came by and gave our task 
force a big hoo-ah speech and awards 
ceremony. Every man in my squad was 
called forward. We all received the 
Army Achievement Medal (AAM), the 
most bullshit peacetime award there is. 
Like most men in my squad, I already 
had five of them. You get AAMs for 
getting a maximum score on a PT test. 
The AAMs were a slap in the face. 

But the party wasn’t over. Several 
days after our AAM formalities, a “last” 
mission came down for the platoon — 
observing potential roadblock locations 
some 25km northwest of Mogadishu 
in the vicinity of an old prison (sup¬ 
posedly a bandit hideout) outside the 
town of Afgooye. My team would 
watch a road intersection leading up to 
the prison. 

Arriving at the AO, we found ter¬ 
rain around the prison wide open; there 
was next to no cover or concealment, 
except for a small man-made trench 
with 3-foot raised berms dug alongside 
the roadway. Using this we could ob¬ 
serve at night and listen during day¬ 
time for any activity, with our target 
intersection just 50 meters away. The 
next afternoon, my squad sat in the 
trench, baking in Somalia’s midday sun. 

Our monotony lifted when a cargo 
truck came by and opened fire with a 
machine gun. We hugged the trench 
bottom, then I peered up to see what 
was going on. A crew-served weapon 
mounted on the truck was firing in our 
direction. Returning fire with our Ml6s, 
Garcia-Bochas and I tried to follow the 
trench up to a better position to cut off 
the vehicle. Lee and Smith remained 
firing from the OP. 

In the flurry of gunfire we realized 
shots were coming from two directions 
— we were caught in a cross fire. Look¬ 
ing back, it’s likely the truck’s crew 
initially fired at the prison without 
knowing we^were around. But in re¬ 
turning their fire, we announced to all 
bandits there were “sitting-duck GIs” 
nearby. 

We couldn’t fight in both directions, 
Confmi/ed on page 68 
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FLAPJACKS, KLINGOHS & RAY-BAN BANDITS 


Somalia Gruntspeak 

by Rob Krott 


Every armed conflict in American history has added words, 
terms , phrases ; jargon and slang to our vocabulary . Deploy¬ 
ment of US . troops to Somalia during Operation Restore Hope 
proved to be no exception. 

Bermuda Triangle: The bandit-infested area north of 
Mogadishu's seaport, where people “just 
disappear.” 

Chicken Cach: Chicken cacciatore, 
packaged meal served day after day. The 
Spam of the '90s. 

Diggers: Aussies, only called dig¬ 
gers by fellow Australians. Everyone else 
calls them ... Aussies. 

The r Dish: Mogadishu, Somalia’s 
capital city. 

Downtown: Mogadishu, referring to 
anywhere outside the U.S. Embassy, air¬ 
port, university or stadium compounds. 

Downtown K Mart: Chaotic traffic- 
jammed roadside market area, a good 
hangout for Ray-Ban Bandits. 

Down the Hill: Mogadishu; for ex¬ 
ample, when leaving Bela-Dogle for the 
'Dish, you go “down the hill.” 

Flapjacks: Looters. 

Fly-shit Water: Boxed as opposed to bottled water. Boxes 
of Kilimanjaro-brand water were found to have a greater per¬ 
centage of fly parts to water per volume than normally allowed; 
yummy. 

Khat, qat: Also known as mirra in Kenya, khat is bundles 
of green twigs for chewing like “smoke¬ 
less tobacco.” It's a mild stimulant sensa¬ 
tionalized as a narcotic by the media on a 
slow news day. 

KC: Khat-chewer, sobriquet for any 
military-age Somali male who waves and 
smiles. 

KCMF: Same as above carrying a 
weapon, whether he smiles or not. 

Klingons: The 20 to 30 Somalis hang¬ 
ing onto the sides of ubiquitous decrepit 
Toyota pickup taxis. 

Negligent Discharge: In the zero- 
defect military now facing the largest re¬ 
duction in forces since the Vietnam War’s 
end, there’s no longer any such animal as 
the AD (Accidental Discharge). Clearing 
your weapon by discharging it into a clear¬ 
ing barrel, for example, is considered a 
negligent act. As the sign on the U.S. Embassy’s clearing barrel 
warned, “You will fry ” — said sign included a tally board of 
NGs, since removed from barrel because its stats became very 
embarrassing. 

NGOs: Non-government organizations: relief agencies or 
relief workers, aka tree-huggers, Birkenstockers and Red 
Crossers. 

People Beaters: Ax handles, ball bats, tent stakes, steel 
pipes, sticks, or cat-o’-nine-tails fashioned from commo wire. 
Used to keep the Ray-Ban Bandits at bay. 

(Escalloped) Potatoes and Ham: The Ham and Limas of 


the ’90s, Since the Somalis are Muslim and Muslims don’t eat 
pork, they won’t eat these. Neither will the troops. 

Power Tanning: Euphemism for tent guard duty or building 
bunkers, activities allowing troops opportunities to catch some 
“killer rays.” 

Ray-Ban Bandits: Street urchins, sunglasses thieves and 
feral children. They’ll steal the 
shades and prescription lenses right 
off your face. 

Rice Bandits: Thieves who 
prey on food shipments. 

Sammies: Somalis, aka 
Skippies. 

Scout/observer: Politically 
correct term for gentlemen 
equipped with especially accurate 
rifles that mount precision optics. 
In the kinder, gentler Marine 
Corps, there aren’t any snipers, or 
what the Army calls “target inter¬ 
diction specialists.” I’ve always 
been partial to “shooters” and 
“designated hitters” myself. 

Shooters: Armed military per¬ 
sonnel riding in vehicles. The re¬ 
quirement is to have an armed driver, shotgun passenger and 
rear passenger. Vehicles travel in pairs or more. Should be 
called “shootees,” since most bullets are fired by Somalis. 

Tar Baby , or “the Tar Baby”: Operation Restore Hope. 

Tumbu Fly: More accurately, Cordylobia Anthropophaga , 
a local parasite. After its birth — in a “cradle” of sand, urine and 

feces — it seeks out a hu¬ 
man host. The maggot bur¬ 
rows into your skin, feed¬ 
ing until the larva grows 
large enough to tear out of 
your flesh (actually eating 
its way by gnawing a tun¬ 
nel with its tentacle-like 
jaws) and continue its 
metamorphosis into a fly. 
Neat, huh? 

Tumbu Fly Disease: 
Affliction attributed to any 
GI enjoying himself in So¬ 
malia (“I’m nuts and I 
never want to go home”) 
or otherwise acting goofy 
— “He’s got tumbu fly.” 
Watch future TV cop 
shows for Somalia-vet psycho snipers. 

Wally World: Actually, Walli Wayne or Walle Uen^ the 
village outside Bela-Dogle’s airfield (named Camp Arroyo), 
scene of food riots. To the uninitiated, “Wally World” was the 
fictional fun park in the Chevy Chase movie National Lampoon's 
Vacation. Humor, ha ha. 

A frequent SOF contributor, Rob Krott is a former Special 
Forces officer and infantry platoon leader now freelancing in the 
international security field . He recently spent several months in 
Somalia in a "civilian ” capacity .5? 
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Flapjacks beware: uninviting glass-fortified 
U.S. Embassy wall in Mogadishu. 

Photo: Rob Krott 



Yo, homie! We got girlfriend! Marine Corps’ 15th 
Counterintelligence Team really enjoying their tour in 
Somalia. Photo: Rob Krott 
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World’s Besi 

Eclectic SS-77 Nows 
Down All Rivals 

by Peter G. Kohalis 
Photos courtesy LIW 


In 1916, German small-arms authorities urged de- 
velopment of a so-called Einheitsmaschinengewehr , or uni¬ 
versal machine gun. It was supposed to be an all-purpose, 
belt-fed weapon for employment from a bipod, tripod, anti¬ 
aircraft mount or vehicle. Nothing came of this idea until 
the air-cooled MG34, a composite of designs by Mauser and 
Rheinmetall, was adopted in 1934. 

So impressed were the Allied forces by the MG34 and 
the subsequent MG42 that after World War II the concept of 
a General Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG) became a princi¬ 
pal focus of military small-arms designers. This resulted in 
the dreadful M60, the excellent FN MAG 58 and the superb 
Russian PKM. The GPMG concept reached its highest level 
of development with the South African SS-77, which is, in 
my opinion, the finest weapon of this type the world has 
ever seen. 

Called the SS-77 (after initial designers Soregi and Smith, 
and for 1977 when the project commenced), this caliber 
7.62x51mm NATO weapon is manufactured by LIW, a 
division of Denel (Pty) Ltd. (Dept. SOF, 368 Selbome Ave., 
Lyttelton, P.O. Box 7710, Pretoria 0001, Republic of South 
Africa; phone: 27-12-620-2103; fax: 27-12-620-2407.) 

Since Soldier Of Fortune first field-tested and evaluated 
the SS-77 GPMG five years ago (See “Armscor Artistry,” 
SOF Sept. ’88), a number of important modifications have 
been introduced — this is as it should be. Weapons systems 
that are gradually improved as a consequence of field expe- 



The General Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG) concept reaches its 
highest level of development with the South African SS-77. 
Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 


rience and intelligent research-and-development programs 
retain operational efficiency far beyond their originally pro¬ 
jected life spans. I was recently presented with an opportu¬ 
nity to extensively test-fire the most current version of the 
SS-77. 

An almost perfect blending of battle-proven designs, the 
SS-77 contains elements, to greater or lesser extents, from 
the Belgian FN MAG 58 GPMG, from the Russian PKM 
and Goryunov machine guns and from both the Rl- (FN 
FAL) and R4-series rifles. 

The final result weighs in at 21.22 pounds, empty. This is 
about 10% less than either the M60 or the FN MAG 58 (23 
pounds and 23.92 pounds respectively). One of the SADF 
(South African Defense Force) requirements stipulated em¬ 
ployment for both conventional infantry and airborne opera¬ 
tions. This latter specification mandated an overall length, 
with the stock folded, no greater than the armpit-to-knee 
length of an average-sized soldier. And the SS-77 measures 
only 37.6 inches with its stock folded. This is increased to 
46.2 inches when the stock is extended. 

Battle-Proven Heritage 

The SS-77 is gas-operated, firing from the open-bolt 
position. Its designers borrowed a method of operation from 
the Russian SG-43 (Stankovaya Goryunov 1943) medium 
machine gun: piston-actuation that features propped 
breech-locking. 

After the bolt goes into battery, stopping against the front 
of the receiver body, the bolt carrier (a machined drop¬ 
forging) continues forward to cam the rear end of the bolt 
into a recess in front of a locking shoulder (exactly that of 
the Rl/FN FAL rifle, only peened in place to permit access 
by an armorer) on the left side of the receiver. Undercuts at 
the front of the receiver accept accumulated debris to insure 
positive locking. The right side of the bolt is also crosscut 
with debris channels. 

This principle was patented by John M. Browning in 
1895 but never used, as dangerous side-loads are supposedly 
transferred to the weaker walls of the receiver. However, 
this theoretical consideration never affected the highly re¬ 
garded SG-43’s endurance or reliability. 

The rear of the cam post on the carrier also serves as a 
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FAIL-SAFE FEED KEEPS SS-77 
ON TARGET 

AH of the inferno! components of the SS-77's feed 
mechanism will interchange with those of the FN MAG 
58. The feed mechanism operates in two distinct phases 
and feeds from the left. When the bolt begins its forward 
travel, the spring-loaded feed roller on top of the bolt 
carrier moves in the straight part of the top cover's feed- 
channel rail, while the feel pawls remain stationary. The 
first round is chambered during this movement. 

During the second half of the forward movement, the 
feed roller reaches the bend in the feed-channel rail, 
forcing it to pivot to the right on its axis. This movement 
actuates the feed link, pushing the upper feed slide to the 
right, taking the front and rear feed pawls with it. At the 
same time, the 
lower feed slide 
moves the next 
cartridge to the 
right until it is in 
contact with the 
sloping face 
of the cartridge 
guide pawl. 

With its springs 
compressed, the 
inner feed pawl 
rides to the 
left over this 
cartridge. All 
three pawls are 
engaged behind 
the cartridge 
when the bolt carrier ends its forward move-ment. 

To activate the feed mechanism's second phase, 
the feed roller's rearward movement pivots the feed- 
channel rail on its axis to the left. The upper feed slide, 
with its front and rear pawls, now moves to the left. The 
lower feed slide, with the inner pawl, moves to the right. 
The inner feed pawl pushes the cartridge on top of the 
bolt as the cartridge-guide pawl rises into position behind 
the inner pawl. 

The front and rear pawls are now riding over the third 
cartridge moving into position to recommence their cycle. 
The pawls do not move as the feed roller travels reaward 
down the straight portion of the feed channel rail. As the 
bolt clears the feed tray, the second cartridge takes its 
final position in preparation for the cycle's repetition. 

Thus each set of pawls acts in turn as feed and stop 
pawls, as the cartridge slides halfway across with each 
forward and reaward motion of the bolt carrier. This 
method, adopted from the World War ll-era MG42, 
produces a smooth belt-flow instead of a series of herky- 
jerky movements. The feed-channel rail, feed link and 
both feed slides are chrome-plated. The top-cover body is 
a high-grade aircraft aluminum casting, held to the receiver 
by a spring-loaded latch on the right side. 

Fabricated from stainless steel, early SS-77 feed trays 
had two unusual slots to grab and secure the South 
Africa R1M1 links. These links (called "Vickers" links by 
the South Africans) are, in essence, a disintegrating (but 
less flexible, thus providing greater reliability in the South 
African 7.62x51mm NATO version of the Vickers water- 
cooled medium machine gun) variant of the German 
non-disintegrating DM1 metallic belt (in turn a derivative 
of the MG34/42 belt), as the extractor-groove tab is 
located on top of the link. 

Although U.S.-type Ml 3 links have their extractor- 
groove tabs on the left side of the link, they will feed 
through the SS-77 without alteration to the feed 
mechanism and with no increase in belt drag or reduction 
in the cyclic rate. Current SS-77 feed trays now have 
additional cutouts for Ml 3 links, to prevent these belts as 
well from sliding out before the top cover is closed. 

- P. G. K. 


hammer. After locking, the carrier continues forward to 
strike the rear of the spring-loaded firing pin. At the initia¬ 
tion of the recoil momentum, the spring-loaded piston (in¬ 
dependent of the carrier to provide bottom ejection) strikes 
the carrier to drive it rearward in free travel until the cham¬ 
ber pressure drops to a safe level. The carrier then pulls the 
bolt away from its locking shoulder to move the entire group 
backward. 

There is no primary extraction. A large extractor claw of 
the FN MAG 58 type — now made from tough tool steel — 
has been employed to assure positive extraction. The extrac¬ 
tor stays — originally double-nested springs — now consist 
of a single-nested spring assembly and an inner rubber 
bushing for far greater endurance. Ejection occurs during 
the recoil stroke. A unique two-pronged, one-piece ejector 
riveted to the bottom of the feed tray throws the empty 
casings downward through the ejection port onto the trigger 
housing, where they ricochet to the front to prevent burning 
the operator. 

Two sets of double-nested recoil springs and guide rods, 
in a configuration reminiscent of the Armalite AR-18, power 
the SS-77’s return stroke. With a generous overtravel (the 
distance that the bolt moves rearward after ejection occurs) 
of 2.2 inches, the reciprocating components require a buffer 
of no more than modest dimensions. Originally a single 
piece of molded synthetic material (Desmopan 385) with a 
steel cap, the buffer — housed within the bolt carrier at the 
rear and butting against the recoil spring’s bracket holder at 
the rear of the receiver — now has a vulcanized red-fiber 
sheet on each side of the molded piece to further increase its 
life span. 

Smoking Hot Pink Barrels 

The monobloc receiver body is milled from bar stock. A 
molybdenum paint of the dry-film lubricant type, which is 
extremely tough and both corrosion- and high temperature- 
resistant, has been baked on the phosphated exterior of the 
receiver, barrel, trigger housing, gas system and bipod. Early 
specimens were painted brown to match the R4 and R5 
rifles of that period, but overheating turned this paint to pink 
on the barrels, so the SADF spec was changed to black. 

The receiver’s ejection port and both openings on the 
feed cover — left-side feed opening and right-side link 
chute — are fitted with spring-loaded dust covers. These 
covers spring open when the non-reciprocating black-nylon 
charging handle on the right side of the receiver is pulled 



SS-77 can be employed for perimeter defense and in the 
sustained-fire role when mounted on a tripod and equipped 
with spade grips. 



SS-77 feed tray will accept almost any 
type of belt or links without alteration 
to the feed mechanism and with no 


increase in belt drag or reduction in the 
cyclic rate. 
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FIELD-FRIENDLY SS-77 TEARDOWN 


There are no tricks involved in fieldstripping the SS-77. Remove 
the belt from the feed tray. Retract the cocking handle and visually 
inspect the chamber. Remove the barrel as described in main article. 
Pull the trigger and allow the bolt group to move forward into battery 
under control. Depress the spring-loaded latch on the gas cylinder in 
back of the bipod and withdraw the piston and its spring from the gas 
cylinder. 

To remove the bipod, depress its serrated, spring-loaded locking 
latch on the right side of the gas cylinder, then pull the bipod forward 
and away from the receiver. Depress the buttstock latch on the right 
side of the stock latch and push the buttstock down and away from 


the receiver as with the FN MAG 58. Pull up the recoil-spring holder 
inside the receiver body and withdraw the recoil springs and guide 
rods out the rear of the receiver. 

With the spring holder still up, pull the bolt group to the rear and 
lift it out of the receiver. Separate the bolt body from the carrier. Push 
the trigger group's retaining pin to the right and pivot the trigger 
housing down and away from the receiver. With a small punch, or 
the tip of a bullet, push the top cover's retaining pin to the left and 
out. Separate the top cover and feed tray from the receiver body. No 
further disassembly is normally required. Reassemble in the reverse 
order. 

- P. G. K. 


rearward. The original axis pin on these covers — a remov¬ 
able split type — would sometimes vibrate out during firing 
sequences. These split pins have been replaced by solid 
types that are retained at each end by a roll pin. 

The SS-77’s gas system has been taken from the Soviet 
PKM. When originally fielded, the SS-77 was equipped 
with a three-position gas regulator. This has been eliminated 
as a cost-effective measure. In any event, gunners always 
opted for the highest cyclic rate and ignored the two lower 
settings. The cyclic rate is now fixed at 850 rpm. 

The new gas block is easier to maintain — a minimum of 
3,000 rounds can be fired before the gas system requires 
cleaning. Gas ports on the SS-77 were originally bored at a 
57-degree angle to the barrel’s axis to permit access for 
maintenance, while those of the PKM are set at a 90-degree 
angle and cannot be reamed. After elimination of the three- 
position gas regulator, the SS-77’s gas port angle was changed 
to 32 degrees to prevent gas from escaping before the piston 
starts to move rearward. 

The gas cylinder, an investment casting pinned to the 
receiver body, has an integral front-sling loop, bipod-mount¬ 
ing block and a front mount for a tripod. Moving within the 
gas cylinder is a conventional tappet-type hard-chromed 
piston, which travels only 1 inch during the recoil stroke. 
The piston is retained within the gas cylinder by a spring- 
loaded latch to prevent it from falling out during barrel 
changes. The piston head is now of reduced diameter to 
prevent sticking in the gas block when expanded due to heat 
from firing long bursts. The piston itself is currently made of 
Werkstoff 12767 — a more durable steel than the original 
EN 24 steel. The new piston spring is a three-strand type to 
improve endurance. 

With an overall length of 22 inches (without the flash 
hider) and weighing about 5.5 pounds, the hammer-forged 
barrel originally had eight longitudinal flutes at its rear to 
make it lighter and allow for heat dissipation. As the cooling 
effect was only marginal and the weight reduction no better 
than minimal, these flutes have been eliminated on current 
models to further reduce cost of manufacture. Both chamber 
and bore are hard-chromed. The four-groove bore has a 
right-hand twist of one turn in 12.2 inches, standard for this 
caliber. 

A modified R1 (FN FAT) 22mm-diameter muzzle brake 
has been installed. Its four sets of three ports each are 
pitched forward to project the muzzle blast and gases for¬ 
ward and to the sides, not onto the ground nor in front of the 
sight. To prevent troops in the field from removing this flash 
hider with a wrench and re-installing it with too much 
torque (which can result in ring-like tension marks inside 
the barrel), it is now held in place with a retaining pin that 
inhibits its removal by all except properly equipped and 



$$-77’s folding-leaf rear sight has been taken from the FN MAG 
58 and provides a peep aperture in the down position for 
ranges from 200 to 800 meters. 



When raised, the rear sight exposes an open U-notch used for 
ranges from 800 to 1,800 meters. 

trained armorers. It is optionally available with internal 
threading for a BFA (Blank Firing Attachment). 

The barrel’s quick-change mechanism has been taken 
from the FN MAG 58, while the barrel nut, latch and 
carrying handle are interchangeable with those of the FN 
MAG 58. To change the barrel, first retract the bolt and lock 
the trigger mechanism in the “safe” position. Depress the 
barrel-catch lever (located on the left side of the receiver). 
Rotate the carrying handle to the vertical position. This will 
rotate the barrel nut’s two sets of interrupted threads out of 
engagement with the receiver’s locking threads. Move the 
barrel forward by the handle and lift it off. Replace in the 
opposite manner. To carry the weapon by means of the 
handle, pull up on the handle’s spring-loaded barrel catch 
and swing the handle up to the vertical position. 

“Simple and efficient” describes the SS-77’s trigger 
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SS-77 GPMG SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber:7.62x51mm NATO 

Operation: ..PKM-type gas system; no regulator. 

Conventional tappet-type piston. Propped 
breech-locking patterned after the SG-43. 
Fires from the open-bolt position. 

Cyclic rate: 4 . 850 rpm. 

Peed mechanism: .. Belt-fed; two-phase system based upon 
'X MG42/FN MAG 58 systems. 

Will feed either U.S.-type Ml 3 or South 
African R1M1 disintegrating links, or non- 
disintegrating German-type DM1 metallic 
belts without alteration. 

Weight, empty with 

bipod and buttstock: 21.22 pounds 

Weight, barrel only :5.53 pounds 

Overall length; .X... 46.2 inches, stock unfolded; 37.6 inches, 
stock folded. 

Barrel length: .22 inches, without flash hider. 

|giyet; .Air-cooled, quick-change type. Four 

grooves with a right-hand twist of 
one turn in 12,2 inches. Chrome-lined 
bore and chamber. 

Rights:;.,^-....4^.. Front: post-type with protective ears; 

adjustable for windage and elevation zero; 
flip-up, single-dot beta light. Rear: F|s| 

MAG 58 type; projected folding leaf with 
peep aperture for ranges from 200 to 800 
meters, also open U-notch for ranges from 
800 to 1,800 meters with 100-meter 
increments; two-dot beta light. Sight 
radius: short range (up to 800 meters) 
32.64 inches; long range (800 to 1,800 
meters) 29.88 inches. 

Furniture:.. Black nylon handguards and pistol grip. 

Skeletonized buttstock with synthetic outer 
coating injection-molded over steel pins; 
thick rubber recoil pad. 

Finish:......... .. Black, dry film lubricant-type molybdenum 

paint baked over phosphated exterior. 

Accessories; .Cleaning, maintenance and armorer kits, 

dial sight, sling, assault pack, tripods, 
pedestal and turret mounts, spare parts. 

Status: .. In service with the South Africon Defense 

Force and armed forces of several other 
countries. 

AAanufacturer: ....... UW, a division of Denel (PTY) Ltd., Dept. 

SOF, 368 Selborne Ave., Lyttelton, P.O, 

Box 7710, Pretoria 0001, Republic of South 
Africa; phone: 27-12-620-2103; fax: 27- 
12-620-2407. 

T&E summary: •.***. Combines the best features of battle- 
proven designs along with indigenous 
innovation. Highest possible RAM-D 
(Reliability, Availability, Maintainability — 
Durability) rating. Clearly supersedes the 
PKM as the world's finest GPMG. 



mechanism. When the trigger is pulled, the spring-loaded 
sear drops downward and out of engagement with the bolt 
carrier’s bent (notch), permitting the bblt group to move 
forward. The reciprocating components will continue to 
travel back and forth until the trigger is released or until the 
belt of ammunition is expended. There is no provision for 
semiautomatic fire — this option is unnecessary for a ma¬ 
chine gun that fires from the open-bolt position. 

The safety lever is located within the trigger guard in 
front of the trigger. There is no better position for a manual 
safety on a rifle or machine gun. When flipped up, it blocks 
the trigger and rotates a safety sear upward to block both the 
sear and bolt carrier (whether forward or retracted). Thus 
the SS-77 can be safely carried with ammunition in the feed 
tray and will successfully pass a drop test from 5 feet while 
loaded and cocked. 

A solenoid housing and plunger are fixed to the rear of 
the trigger housing for vehicular or aircraft employment. 
Spade grip assemblies are also available. No modifications 
are required to install these accessories. The sheet-metal 
trigger guard can be removed for gloved firing. 

The black-nylon pistol grip has a steeper than normal 
grip-to-frame angle and exhibits excellent human engineer¬ 
ing. The rear tripod mount is integral with the trigger hous¬ 
ing (an investment casting). The tripod-mounting points on 



Sophisticated H-019 long-range dial sight can be mounted to 
the left side of the SS-77 receiver body for indirect fire from 
defilade along fixed lines. 


the SS-77 match those of the .30 caliber Browning machine 
guns. The entire trigger group is secured to the receiver 
body by a single pin, which in my opinion should be of the 
captive type, as it will be lost by troops in the field the first 
time they disassemble the weapon. 

Dead-On Aiming 

The SS-77 is equipped with the best and sturdiest set of 
sights I have ever seen on a GPMG, their designs once again 
taken from here and there. The round post-type front sight, 
essentially that of the R4/5, can be adjusted for both eleva¬ 
tion and windage zero — the latter by turning opposing 
screws in the front-sight base (with three sets of lightening 
holes) to move the sight and its protective ears to the right or 
left. The front-sight screws now have a taper on the heads 
and on the protective ears they pass through to inhibit loos¬ 
ening during sustained firing sequences. 

The folding-leaf rear sight (another investment casting) 
has been taken from the FN MAG 58. It provides a peep 

Conf/nuec/ on page 65 
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By nature and training, medi¬ 
cal doctors are a prudent group. We 
seldom have occasion to watch a mem¬ 
ber of that circumspect profession turn 
himself into an AJ Sharpton-type snake- 
oil salesman with a few brash strokes 
of the pen. But we had that opportu¬ 
nity when Dr. Edward Martin, DoD’s 
acting assistant secretary of defense 
for health affairs, issued a memo on 30 
March 1993 which essentially dis¬ 
missed the idea of any added health 
risk associated with having homosexu¬ 
als in the armed forces. Dr. Martin 
said in part: 

"We are not aware of any evidence 
that individual sexual preferences, in 
and by themselves, be they homosexual, 
heterosexual or bisexual, affect work 
productivity, scholastic aptitude, dis¬ 
ease incidence, medical costs or crime 
rate in the population at large . In con¬ 
clusion, since homosexuality, per se, 
cannot scientifically be characterized 
as a medical issue, DoD policies re¬ 
lated to homosexual or heterosexual 
behavior should be based upon mili¬ 
tary personnel, unit and mission con¬ 
cerns and considerations, ” 

When the Army surgeon general 
saw the memo, he said, “Where in the 
world is this coming from?” To accept 
Dr. Martin's statements at face value, 
you would have to believe that homo¬ 
sexual men, engaged in gay sex in the 
Castro District of San Francisco, had 
no greater “disease incidence” than the 
general population, and that the “medi¬ 
cal costs” for a given population of 
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gay men were the same as for the rest 
of the general population. This simply 
isn’t so. 

Even a casual glance at the accom¬ 
panying chart (page 42) reveals the 
startling incidence of HIV infection in 
the population of male homosexuals, 
when compared to 
the incidence of 
HIV infection in 
the population of 
male heterosexuals. 

Data from the Cen¬ 
ter for Disease 
Control in Atlanta 
shows that between 
October 1991 and 
September 1992, 

23,745 homosexu¬ 
als developed 
AIDS as a result of 
homosexual con¬ 
tact. In the same 
period, 1,587 het¬ 
erosexual men de¬ 
veloped AIDS as a 
result of hetero¬ 
sexual contact. 

These figures be¬ 
come all the more 
startling when com¬ 
pared in the context 
of the relative 
gay-straight popu¬ 
lations. 

Homosexual 
groups loudly pro¬ 


claim that gays comprise 10% of the 
populace, but in a study on “Aids 
Knowledge and Attitudes,” a confiden¬ 
tial survey that is given to 10,000 
people each quarter by the Bureau of 
Census, only 2% to 3% of males have 
answered “yes” to: “You are a man 
who has had sex with another man at 
some time since 1977, even one time.” 

The University of 
Chicago’s Opinion 
Research Center 
gets about the same 
results. They find 
that only about 2% 
of men say they 
have had sex exclu¬ 
sively with other 
men in the past 
year. Research just 
released by the 
Battelle Human Af¬ 
fairs Research Cen¬ 
ter, headquartered 
in Seattle, found 
that 2.3% of men 
had homosexual 
contact in the last 
10 years, with only 
1% saying they 
were exclusively 
gay. The 1% figure 
for exclusive ho¬ 
mosexuality is 
similar to results of 
surveys in foreign 
countries. 

If we generously 
interpolate these 
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Although a Gerald McRaney 
look-alike, Major Dad he ain’t: Gay- 
rights marcher in Washington wears 
USMC dress blues, salad of ribbons 
and non-regulation (the last time we 
checked) earring. 






figures and accept that 2% of Ameri¬ 
can men engage in homosexual sex, 
that would mean this country has about 

2.5 million males who engage in ho¬ 
mosexual sex, out of a population of 
125 million men. So I would ask the 
good Dr. Martin this; Do 23,745 new 
cases of AIDS coming from a popula¬ 
tion of 2.5 million male homosexuals, 
as opposed to 1,587 cases coming from 

122.5 million heterosexual men, indi¬ 
cate “evidence" of increased “disease 
incidence" in homosexual men? I’m 
not a doctor, but I’m also not blind. 

What these figures mean is this: 
One out of every 97 homosexual males 
will get full-blown AIDS in any given 
year, while only one out of every 
77,190 male heterosexuals will get full¬ 
blown AIDS in a given year. In a mili¬ 
tary context, this means that a homo¬ 
sexual soldier is almost 800 times as 
likely to develop AIDS as his hetero¬ 
sexual counterpart — hardly a reassur¬ 
ing thought on a battlefield where the 
medical blood supply is taken from 
the soldiers themselves. It's a statistic 
that points up the dramatic potential 
gays in the military have to drain mili¬ 
tary medical funds and facilities away 
from those with service-related or oth¬ 
erwise legitimate needs. 


A military 
medical report 
obtained by NBC 
News and The 
Washington Times 
stated that 42% 
of military AIDS 
cases were the 
result of homo¬ 
sexual acts with 
infected partners. 
If civilian figures 
are showing 66% 
of AIDS cases 
to be from homo¬ 
sexual contact, 
why would the 
military only be 
showing 42%? In 
1987, Dr. John 
Muth, director of 
the El Paso 
County, Colorado, 
Health Depart¬ 
ment asked the 
same question. 
Dr. Muth couldn’t 
believe reports by 
local military au¬ 
thorities that only 
20% of their 
troops got AIDS 




Oooh, I’d just love to be in the Army with all those 
cute soldiers! Beefy Washington gay marcher 
comes out strapless. 


from homosexual 
sex, when the civil¬ 
ian figures for that 
year were 79%. 

Dr. Muth and his 
staff conducted in¬ 
terviews with each 
of the soldiers 
to determine the 
source of the virus. 
Not under pressure 
to hide their homo¬ 
sexuality, 70% of 
the AIDS-infected 
soldiers admitted to 
Dr. Muth’s team 
that they were ho¬ 
mosexuals. This 
gives us a good in¬ 
dication that civil¬ 
ian percentages can 
be used to estimate 
how many AIDS- 
infected military 
people are homo¬ 
sexuals. At present 
60% of civilian 
AIDS cases fall in 
the category of 
“men who have sex 
with men” and 6% 
in the category of 
“men who have sex 


with men and use IV drugs,” or a total 
of 66% related to homosexual con¬ 
duct. Figures published in Military Law 
Review in 1991 indicated that homo¬ 
sexual presence in the military was in 
the range of 3% to 5% — which could 
be greater or lesser than the population 
at large, depending which civilian es¬ 
timates one used as a benchmark. 

The Pentagon is downsizing to a 
force of about 1.5 million males and 
200,000 women. Using the low-end 
figure of 3% from Military Law Re¬ 
view , we would only have about 45,000 
male homosexuals in all the military 
services. What would the AIDS-related 
costs be to the taxpayers to maintain 
these 45,000 homosexuals on duty for 
the next decade? We already know 
that at current rates, one out of every 
97 homosexual men is coming down 
with AIDS each year, but only one out 
of 77,190 heterosexual men are. So 
out of the group of 45,000 homosexual 
soldiers, 4,639 would predictably come 
down with AIDS in the next decade, 
while by comparison only six out of a 
group of 45,000 heterosexual soldiers 
could be expected to come down 
with AIDS. 

Department of Defense cost esti¬ 
mates published in the September 1989 
issue of Military Review — an official 
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Heey. Sarge. whatcha doin after duty? 
Demonstrators at gay-rights parade in 
Washington cuddle up — if gays are 
openly admitted to armed forces, will 
this be the scene at the NCO club? 

DoD publication — projects $2.4 bil¬ 
lion in AIDS treatment costs in the 
next decade. If 66% of these cases are 
among homosexuals, the AIDS-related 
medical costs to parade 45,000 homo¬ 
sexual soldiers in front of the Ameri¬ 
can public would be $1.58 billion — 
even if you assume there would not be 
an increase in AIDS due to an increased 
population of military gays under an 
open-door enlistment policy. AIDS-re¬ 
lated costs for 45,000 heterosexual sol¬ 
diers — same time period — would 
only be about $2.5 million. 

But AIDS is only one health issue 
among homosexual men. Some 50% 
to 75% of gay men have had hepatitis 
B. Hepatitis B is a highly contagious 



Potential recruits in Clinton s 
politically correct armed forces gather 
on White House lawn during gay rights 
demonstration. Can major 
modifications to the military dress 
code be far behind? 



The makings of an elite unit — or the Staff Judge Advocate’s 
worst nightmare? The Washington gay rights march was — 
at least — an exercise in “cultural diversity/’ 


disease that could 
devastate a military 
unit. Hepatitis A is a 
less serious form of 
hepatitis, but it can 
still make you seri¬ 
ously ill. Its preva¬ 
lence in gay men is 
usually associated 
with fecal contact 
during sex. The Cen¬ 
ter for Disease Con¬ 
trol reports that in 
the first six months 
of 1991, 29% of the 
Hepatitis A cases 
in Denver, 66% in 
New York, 56% in 
Toronto, 42% in 
Montreal and 50% in 
San Francisco were 
among homosexual 
men — stunning sta¬ 
tistics in the context 
of the proportion of 
gays in the overall 
population. The in¬ 
cidence of sexually 
transmitted diseases 
among gay men was 
put at 70% by the 
British medical jour¬ 
nal Lancet in 1984 
and 78% by the 
American Journal of 
Public Health in 
1985. Over 50% of the cases of syphi¬ 
lis in the United States are among gay 
men. The percentage of gay men suf¬ 
fering from a condition known as “Gay 
Bowel Syndrome'’ has been reported 
by various sources to be from 25% to 
59%. This condition is brought about 
by anal intercourse with numerous 
sexual partners and is characterized by 
the presence of worms, flukes and 
amoebae. 

It is noteworthy that Dr. Martin’s 
memo came out at about the same time 
the Pentagon task force charged with 
planning the integration of gays into 
the military started its work: The memo 
was designed to counter health-risk ar¬ 
guments of the groups opposed to gays 
in the military. If I were in the mili¬ 
tary, I don’t believe I would have too 
much confidence that the Pentagon’s 
head health official was looking out 
for my best interests. Dr. Martin’s ham¬ 
handed attempt to sweep compelling 
health considerations under the rug in 
favor of helping a liberal president’s 
social agenda is contemptible. 

President Clinton admitted to a con¬ 
ference of journalists on 25 April 1993 


that he had paid a tremendous political 
cost for his stated intention of allow¬ 
ing gays in the military. The 3 May 
1993 Newsweek quotes a senior 
Clinton aide as saying Clinton’s move 
to open the military to gays “was a 
huge mistake.” The record number of 
calls to Washington opposing gays in 
the military proved it was a “huge mis¬ 
take.” The “tremendous political cost” 
Clinton paid because of his stance on 
gays was due to the ethical, moral and 
religious beliefs of most Americans. 
But if you tell Americans that you don’t 
mind paying $1.58 billion to ensure a 
homosexual presence in the military, 
at the same time you’re telling old-age 
pensioners they’re going to lose their 
cost-of-living increases due to budget 
concerns, you won’t just do it at “tre¬ 
mendous political cost,” you’ll be com¬ 
mitting political suicide. 

A 20-year USAF veteran with nearly 
10 years in the Asian theater , James 
Brantley has written a number of well- 
researched and controversial articles 
for SOF, dealing with gays in the mili¬ 
tary and women in combat .X 
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Spc. 4 Gary Gebufa, 
engineer with 173rd 
- Airborne Brigade, checks 
^ remains of VC cooking fire 
in Iron Tfiangle tunnel, , 
1967, Tunnels were used a 
to live, hide, fight, stoYe 
and even produce war 
materiel.*» 


LONG OH BALLS 


I 


Photos courtesy DoD 

by L. R, Dick 


First Lieutenant Randy Ellis, 
commander of the 1st Infantry 
Division’s tunnel rats, helped lift his 
man into the medevac bird. While in¬ 
vestigating a Viet Cong (VC) tunnel 
near Cu Chi in the Iron Triangle area 
northwest of Saigon, Virgil Franklin 
had taken three rounds in the chest and 
shoulder. Franklin had been the first 
man in a three-man team exploring a 
newly discovered VC stronghold and 
sanctuary. Covered in dirt, sweat and 
blood from dragging his point man to 
safety, Ellis watched the helicopter 
lift off. 

An officer standing near Ellis or¬ 
dered, ‘7 want you to get down there 
and take prisoners. ” 

“My adrenalin was pumping,” Ellis 


said. “I was just a first lieutenant, but I 
looked at this officer and said, ‘You 
got to be shitting me/ I was going to 
go in that tunnel and rip somebody’s 
lips off, but I sure wasn’t going to take 
any prisoners.” 

A brigadier general, hearing the ex¬ 
change, put his arm around Ellis’ shoul¬ 
ders, walked him away from the other 
men and said, “Son, I know exactly 
how you feel, but I can’t tell you how 
important it is that we get the informa¬ 
tion anybody down there may have.” 

“I turned back, got my tunnel rats 
together. ‘Guys,’ I told them, ‘we got 
to go back.’ ” But the tunnel was unin¬ 
habited — because as soon as he had 
gotten Franklin out, Ellis had raced 
back with a couple of grenades, rolling 
them to where they had come under 
fire. “In retrospect, it was a stupid thing 
to have done, but I had to make a 


statement about Franklin.” 

Following training at Fort Belvoir 
and deployment to Vietnam, Ellis 
found himself involved in more 
firefights than any other engineer offi¬ 
cer in the division. But his first step to 
becoming a tunnel rat happened 
unknowingly during a regimental at¬ 
tack against a fire support base, Thun¬ 
der Three, where Ellis’ platoon was 
located. 

Becoming A Tunnel Rat 

The midnight attack wasn’t repulsed 
until 0430. Charlie managed to get 
through the wire in front of Ellis’ bun¬ 
ker, where a large ditch had been mined 
with claymores. Next morning, Ellis 
and his men were burying VC and 
cleaning up duds, when his commander 
radioed him in. 

“I thought he’s either going to kick 


'Nam Tunnel Rats 
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my butt because the VC succeeded in 
penetrating the wire, or he's going to 
pat me on the back because we had 
upped the battalion's body count/' Ellis 
recalled. 

Sitting in the battalion XO's office, 
he was startled to see a friend's name 
on the manning chart, listed as 2nd 
Platoon leader. My God , he thought, 
I've been relieved. He looked around 
to see where he had been slotted (bat¬ 
talion chaplain's assistant or what?), 
and there was his name, written in 
grease pencil, for Rat Six. 

“About that time, the battalion com¬ 
mander heard me talking to the XO. 
‘Randy, is that you out there,’ he called. 
‘Come on in here.' Lieutenant Colonel 
Rodney E. Cox, a water walker, a su¬ 
perb leader in whom I had the utmost 
confidence, jumped from his desk. He 
grabbed my hand. ‘God damn it, son,’ 


he said, pumping my hand, ‘I'm proud 
of you. If I were 20 years younger, I'd 
be doing the same thing.' ” 

Communist Underground — 
With Teeth! 

The tunnels of Cu Chi were origi¬ 
nally dug by the Viet Minh as hiding 
places for nationalist guerrillas fight¬ 
ing the French. Evading French sweeps 
and spotter planes, Viet Minh used the 
tunnels for communication between 
hamlets. When the United States en¬ 
tered the war, the Viet Cong, forced 
into primitive tactics, expanded their 
tunnel network to stretch from the gates 
of Saigon to the border with Cambo¬ 
dia. Digging was done by hand with 
short shovels and hoes — and infinite 
patience. 

Red clay, dragged back to the por¬ 
tal in baskets, was dumped into silt¬ 


laden rivers, onto the ground and cam¬ 
ouflaged, or into shell and bomb cra¬ 
ters. Hundreds of tunnels housing hos¬ 
pitals, ordnance factories, living areas, 
storage depots and headquarters con¬ 
nected villages, districts and provinces. 
Some guerrillas even wore leather 
straps around their wrists to facilitate 
removing their bodies. They slept in 
roll-up hammocks often fashioned from 
U.S. parachutes and improvised oil 
lamps from small bottles. A ball of 
rice was their daily ration. From their 
underground labyrinths they launched 
surprise attacks against the hapless GIs. 

Cu Chi was bombed, gassed, shelled 
and defoliated. Random artillery fire 
lit the night skies. Returning bombers 
were encouraged to drop unused ord¬ 
nance on Cu Chi. Burrowed like 
shrews, the VC survived tear gas, ex¬ 
plosives, Agent Orange and air strikes. 


Ferret Out Charlie 


SEPTEMBER 93 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 45 



During Operation 
Crimp, a 1966 
search-and-destroy 
attempt to eliminate 
VC military /politi¬ 
cal headquarters, 
GIs were puzzled by 
elusive snipers. In¬ 
tense, brief firefights 
ended with the VC 
melting into the 
jungle with their 
dead and wounded, 
frustrating U.S. body 
counts. When tun¬ 
nels were finally dis¬ 
covered, many men, 
untrained in tunnel 



1st Lt. Randy Ellis, center, with four of his tunnel rat team in Vietnam,1969-70. Men at 
either side (with rifles) are Vietnamese “Kit Carson" scouts. 

Photo: courtesy Lt. Col. Randy Ellis 


wasn’t there. I 
had four former 
Vietnamese 
scouts, ages 16, 
17, 18 and 20. I 
had to let an older 
Vietnamese go, 
because he just 
didn’t have the 
courage. 

“The tunnels 
represented the 
singular situation 
in Vietnam where 
the war was re¬ 
duced to one on 
one. We always 
used a minimum 


warfare, were killed exploring them. 
U.S. casualties continued to mount — 
the VC were better trained and 
supported than previously imagined. 
Army commanders were astonished by 


Ellis’ men were volunteers. Ellis, 
able to pick and choose his own men, 
ruled with an iron fist: If a man got out 
of line there were 30 others waiting for 
that slot. Ellis selected men with ex- 


of three men to explore a tunnel. The 
point or lead man was rotated for each 
tunnel. One of my biggest jobs was 
settling disputes over who could 
have point. 


the number of skillfully constructed tensive demolition experience. He had “If we got into an underground fight, 


tunnels. 


two six-man teams, a total of 13 rats in it didn’t matter if there were 20 VC, 


American Response 


the division. One team was on a two- the point man did the shooting. Lying 

hour alert; the other, a six-hour. When on the tunnel floor behind him, the 


The father of the tunnel rats is gen¬ 
erally conceded to be Captain Herbert 
Thornton, a 1st Infantry Division 
chemical officer. Shortly after Opera¬ 
tion Crimp, Herbert survived a tunnel 
blast from a booby-trapped mine that 
blew him out of the tunnel and into the 


ground troops found a tunnel, Ellis and 
his men were on a chopper within two 
hours, and Ellis was briefed by the on¬ 
site commander. 

“I indicated what our requirements 
were, the most important: that they 
realize I had two Vietnamese scouts, 


number two and three man couldn’t 
shoot. The tunnels were pitch dark. On 
the darkest night, in a dark room, after 
your eyes become accustomed, dim 
shapes, forms, are discernible. In a tun¬ 
nel, however, we couldn’t see our 
hands in front of our faces. The rule 


air, resulting in only the loss of hear¬ 
ing in one ear. 

In June 1967, a formal tunnel rat 
team was created as an offshoot of the 
1st Engineer Battalion’s intelligence 
and reconnaissance section. Only the 
1st and 25th Infantry Divisions had 
dedicated organizations called tunnel 


Kit Carsons, former VC, who had ral¬ 
lied to our side. They were invaluable. 
I didn’t want some nervous young rifle¬ 
man engaged just a short time before 
in a jungle firefight, to suddenly turn 
and shoot one of my men emerging 
from a tunnel’s trapdoor the battalion 
hadn’t discovered. We had a set of 


was you had to be close enough to the 
man in front of you to get aid to him if 
he’s hit. The point man was also re¬ 
sponsible for locating and disarming 
any booby traps discovered along the 
way. He had to guarantee the safety of 
his buddies, who were guaranteeing his.” 

On elbows and knees, tunnel rats 


rats whose sole function was to ex¬ 
plore and destroy tunnels, although 
other Army and Marine units formed 
ad hoc teams. Especially early on, in¬ 
fantry units would attempt to explore 
tunnels as they were found — but there 
was a tendency on the part of troops 
sent down to quickly return with word 
that the tunnel didn’t go anywhere. 

In the 1st Engineers, the team com¬ 
mander, as lieutenant, was called Rat 
Six (Six being code for commander). 
Diehard Six referred to the 1st Engi¬ 
neer Battalion commander: The team 
was known as the Diehard Tunnel Rats. 
Every team had a medic and radio 
operator. The average Rat Six served 
four months as a tunnel rat, a year in 
Vietnam total. Ellis served six months 
as a tunnel rat. Most had experience in 
Vietnam before becoming tunnel rats. 
Hazardous duty pay of $50 a month 
was authorized. 


signals we used as we emerged, cov- slowly made their ways through the 

ered with dirt, so they would know cool, confining bowels of a 3-foot-high 

who we were. When intelligence re- 

ports indicated the potential for tunnel yi£j CONG TUNNEL COMPLEXES 
complexes in an area, we participated 
in the helibome assault.” 

Warfare One On One 

Ellis’ volunteers were a capable 
elite, and he was proud of them. “We 
could have been in a firefight and if I 
asked them to stand up and bare their 
chests, they would have done it with¬ 
out hesitation. I didn’t get a sense of 
power from that, but it was gratifying 
to know I could instill the kind of con- o 
fidence that would inspire my men to ® 
risk the ultimate. That is probably what = 
convinced me to make the military a ® 
career. It was a high stress environ- 8 
ment. Some thrive on that, some don’t. £ 

I had to let a couple of people go, a 
because it was clear the chemistry s 


III CORPS TACTICAL ZONE (oMAJOR VC TUNNELS) 
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tunnel, 18 to 25 inches wide. The men 
carried no special breathing apparatus: 
If the VC could breathe stale air, they 
could too. Bathed in nervous sweat, 
the men inched forward, delicately 
probing walls and floors for wires and 
roots that didn’t feel right. Every man’s 
senses were tuned, particularly the 
sense of hearing. 

With muffled sounds and no ech¬ 
oes, they could hear a man breathing. 
The rats could even tell which direc¬ 
tion the man was taking, toward them 
or, hopefully, away. Each rat carried a 
knife, an electric torch and a pistol. 
Ellis carried a Smith and Wesson .38 
revolver with a 4-inch barrel. One of 
his men carried a Canadian Browning 
High-Power 9mm pistol. Issue .45 pis¬ 
tols were not fa¬ 
vored, too loud. 

“The VC had 
AK-47 assault 
rifles, whose trac¬ 
ers looked like the 
green headlight of 
a train coming 
at us. After a 
couple of our guys 
were wounded, we 
upped the ante on 
protection. We had 
an M2 carbine with 
a folding para¬ 
trooper [M1A1] 
stock and 30-round 
banana magazine. 

A selector lever en¬ 
abled us to fire it semiautomatic or 
automatic. We nicknamed it the ‘Can¬ 
non.’ Our number three man dragged 
it along, prepared to pass it up if the 
need arose.” 

The men wore bush hats and jungle 
cammies. Their pocket patch was of a 
rat with a pistol in one hand and a 
bottle in the other, with “I don’t give a 
rat’s ass” in Latin: The inscription’s 
bravado masked a deeper meaning — 
a tunnel rat would not leave a comrade 
underground. It was a measure of com¬ 
fort for the men to know their com¬ 
rades would get them back to the sur¬ 
face, dead or alive. 

“When a man came to a bend in the 
tunnel or to a trapdoor, he stuck the 
light ahead of him. If the VC was there, 
and somehow you always sensed it, 
[and] he wasn’t ready to rush into your 
arms and surrender; he would shoot. 
The thing at risk was the light. If we 
came to a fork in the tunnel, we al¬ 
ways bore left so we would know what 
was explored, what wasn’t. We left a 
man, a block, at the intersection to 


shine his light down the unexplored 
branch of the tunnel. The object was to 
prevent the VC from getting behind us 
in the event the tunnel doubled back 
on itself. If we doubled back and saw 
the light, we hollered. 

Trapdoors And Booby Traps 

“The absence of booby traps didn’t 
always mean there weren’t VC present, 
but if you came across a booby trap, 
set and armed, you knew the tunnel 
was empty. A booby trap doesn’t dis¬ 
criminate between good guys and bad 
guys. Given a choice, the VC would 
rather exit than stand and fight due to 
the odds they wouldn’t get out. One 
time when we got near the end of this 
passageway, there was a trapdoor in 


the ceiling, I pushed the trapdoor up; 
somebody pushed it down. My heart 
sounded like a big drum. I had no 
choice — I placed a charge on the 
bottom of the door and backed out. It 
killed the guy sitting on top...” 

The typical tunnel was approxi¬ 
mately 5 feet underground; anything 
less could be collapsed by a tank or 
vehicle. Tunnel complexes varied in 
design. The solid laterite clays were 
readily dug with hand tools and dried 
to adobe-like walls when exposed: No 
shoring was required. Tunnels fre¬ 
quently changed levels, with trapdoors 
— small trays filled with dirt in a 
wooden frame, lifted out by a wire — 
for access. One exterior trapdoor was 
responsible for U.S. awareness that tun¬ 
nel complexes existed: An NCO sat on 
the exposed lifting wire, thought a scor¬ 
pion had stung him, so investigated 
and found the first tunnel. 

“I shudder to think how many in¬ 
fantrymen went into a bunker, saw no 
one, and said, ‘This one’s clean,’ and 
left. My experience showed that in al¬ 



1st Sgt. Paul Yeager hands C-4 charge to tunnel rat from 3rd 
Marine Combined Action Group as they prepare to blow up 
tunnel/bunker complex, Vietnam, 1970. 


most every bunker, there was a tunnel 
linking it with another bunker so that 
the inhabitants, if trapped, had a means 
of escape. Trapdoors in the ceiling were 
approximately 14-by-18 inches.” The 
only way in was to put the arms 
through first. “It was amazing how fast 
we could turn around in a tight space 
when the situation warranted. If a gre¬ 
nade came tumbling toward you, you 
could set the world’s land speed record 
on your elbows and knees snaking 
down a tunnel to get away from the 
blast.” 

The most extensive complex Ellis’ 
men explored was down five different 
levels, the lowest point about 25 feet 
underground. Tunnels would run for a 
distance, then turn 90 degrees to pro¬ 
tect Charlie from a thrown charge or 
gunfire. Level changes with trapdoors 
were designed to protect the VC from 
the use of gas: It was impossible to 
apply enough overpressure to force gas 
through the level changes and trap¬ 
doors. Ventilator shafts were made 
from U.S. 2.75-inch rocket tubes, with 
tiny exit holes concealed by foliage. 
The longest tunnel Ellis encountered 
was 800 meters, a long way to crawl 
holding a flashlight and pistol. The 
tunnel connected the jungle to several 
villages, bypassing U.S. troops wait¬ 
ing in ambush. 

The steepest tunnel was a hole 22 
inches in diameter, at a sheer angle 
with a curve. “The bottom of the hole 
couldn’t be seen with our torches. We 
put a rope on an 18-year-old Vietnam¬ 
ese scout to send him down. All of a 
sudden, he started jerking the rope to 
pull him back up. He had crawled down 
the hole and come face-to-face with 
the tail fins of a dud 1,000-pound bomb. 
We had to crawl down and place a 
charge to try to detonate the bomb so 
the Viet Cong wouldn’t find it and 
take it apart to use against us.” 

In one tunnel, Ellis discovered an 
enlarged room at the end. One comer 
had a hole filled with water. Ellis fig¬ 
ured it couldn’t be a spring, so wrapped 
his gun in a plastic bag and stepped 
into the hole. It fell away into a “U.” 
In pitch dark, submerged in water, he 
fought panic, but he reasoned that if 
VC were on the other side, they 
wouldn' t expect anyone. When he sur¬ 
faced no one was waiting — the water 
trap was simply a deterrent ploy to 
discourage further tunnel entry, but 
most devices were not so benign. Most 
common were hand grenades with trip 

Continued on page 70 
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EXCLUSIVE 


Some tribes on Irian Jaya are 
unaware of 30*year ponfilict waged 
by the OPM and cling to centuries- 
old traditional ways. This highland 
tribesman s main article of clothing 
is a strategically placed horn. 
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Tribal elder in Wamena, city of 
central Irian Jaya. He comes from a 
highland valley where thousands of i 
natives were machine-gunned in 

1978 from low-flying Indonesian 
gunships and warplanes. 
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Bows & Spears Battle Indonesia 9 s Modern Army 

Text & Photos by Peter Jones 


The drill WaS quite simple. 
We would wait in our concealed 
positions until the Indonesian pa¬ 
trol had nearly passed us by. Isaac 
would then launch an arrow from 
his hardwood bow, aiming at the 
last trooper in line. Then Peter 
would dash out to grab the fallen 
man's weapon and bolt off into the 
jungle. 

My task, as an “experienced” sol¬ 
dier, was to cover the patrol with a 
homemade shotgun and blast any¬ 
one who looked to be causing us 
trouble. But my faith in the shotgun 
was limited. It was made from a 
piece of water pipe attached to a 
crude wooden stock; its firing 
mechanism consisted of rubber in¬ 
material and wire. The 
’s cartridge was a care¬ 


fully preserved charge, giving the 
weapon its only possible hint of menace. 

My faith in myself at pulling the 
trigger was limited as well. Could I 
shoot down another man in this con¬ 
flict that, unlike my colleagues, I had 
chosen to become involved in? 

Pondering my decision, I squatted 
by a jungle pathway with my native 
friends. Sources to the OPM 
(Organisaisi Papua Merdeka, or Free 
Papua Movement) had told us an Indo¬ 
nesian patrol would pass by here some¬ 
time in the morning ... so we waited. 

Dispersed around me were the OPM 
fighters, all dark-skinned West Papuans 
with curly black hair and fine phy¬ 
siques. They seemed to thrive on their 
harsh existence. Some wore odd bits 
and pieces of Western clothing, but 
there was really no practical purpose 
for this in the warm jungle environ¬ 
ment. Most of the indigenous tribal 
people spent their days walking 
around naked. 


I smelled the odorous clove ciga¬ 
rettes (a favorite among Indonesian 
men) a full minute before the patrol 
came into view, chatting away. They 
looked happy enough to have nearly 
finished their time in the jungle — in 
good spirits, but sloppy in their powers 
of observation. 

Lightning Strike 

The patrol wandered past us, the 
men talking, weapons slung from their 
shoulders. As the last soldier filed by, 
Isaac let loose with a solid-tipped ar¬ 
row normally used for pig hunting. It 
struck the man in the side of his chest. 
He went down with a grunt, but Peter 
hesitated to scurry over to him — the 
trooper had fallen across his rifle. He 
would not be easily rolled off the 
weapon before his comrades could 
hear, turn around and open fire. 

The trooper’s collapse did cause a 
soldier preceding him to quickly turn 
and spot me kneeling behind a sago 
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palm. He was a short man, Javanese in 
appearance and close enough for me to 
make out the long scar running along his 
left cheek. Sighting down my length of 
water-pipe/shotgun, I had him covered. 

The soldier quickly swung his Ml6 
toward me — I had a split second left to 
pull the trigger or face his fire. Jerking 
hard on the trigger, I prayed the plumb¬ 
ing would work. 

My weapon re¬ 
sponded with a 
deafening roar and 
violent recoil. The 
trooper went down 
with a scream. Pe¬ 
ter reacted imme¬ 
diately, running 
straight across the 
path, grabbing the 
man’s rifle, then 
sprinting off into 
the jungle while 
the Indonesians 
dove for cover, 
hesitated a moment, 
then blindly opened 
up with every 
weapon they had. 

Rounds ripped 
into the foliage as 
we dashed away 
into the jungle. 

Shredded tree 
branches and 
bushes fell on all 
sides of us, but 
thankfully none of 
us were hit. Peter 
had literally retrieved a weapon from 
the enemy’s hands; the ambush had 
been a success. 

This was the most deadly action I 
saw during six weeks in the jungles of 
Irian Jaya living with members of the 
OPM, a movement founded 30 years 
ago after Indonesian forces invaded 
the large island of New Guinea and 
“incorporated" its western half into the 
Indonesian empire. 

Once before I had come to Irian 
Jaya for a short visit. Upon returning 
home to Australia, I read widely about 
the troubles there. Consequently I de¬ 
cided to go back and try to help the 
indigenous West Papuan tribespeople 
who were attempting to throw off In¬ 
donesian rule. 

Following Allied expulsion of 
Japanese forces from New Guinea 
during World War II, years of war¬ 
fare and unstable “unions” arose there 
between Dutch and Indonesian forces. 
Both sides claimed the former Dutch 
territory, located north of Australia 


across the Arafura Sea. 

After centuries of colonial rule in 
western New Guinea under Britain and 
the Netherlands, the Dutch had been 
preparing to grant independence to na¬ 
tive inhabitants and hand over admin¬ 
istration of the territory to them. This 
plan was shattered by the overt intru¬ 
sion of the Indonesians during the late 
1950s and early 1960s; the invaders 
set up their own 
government, re¬ 
naming the region 
West Irian. 

The United Na¬ 
tions protested 
Indonesia’s act of 
aggression. The 
intruders re¬ 
sponded by claim¬ 
ing they were sim¬ 
ply drawing yet 
another former 
Dutch colony into 
the greater nation 
of Indonesia, a 
republic consisting 
of 13,677 islands, of 
which some 6,000 
are inhabited. 

A referendum 
for West Irian was 
finally held in 
1969 in order to 
satisfy U.N. de¬ 
mands. More than 
1,000 people (a 
fraction of the 
population) were 
polled, with the specific instruction 
being that to vote against union with 
Indonesia amounted to an act of trea¬ 
son and was therefore punishable by 
death. There was not one dissenting vote 
— the United Nations was placated. In 
1973 the western half of New Guinea 
was again renamed, this time as Irian 
Jaya. The island’s eastern half is now 
Papua New Guinea, a parliamentary de¬ 
mocracy. 

Since 1963 as many as 200,000 West 
Papuan natives are believed to have 
been killed by the Indonesian police 
and military. In 1978 alone, a number 
of sporadic uprisings by tribal groups 
resulted in 15,000 people killed, accord¬ 
ing to Australian news reports; actual 
figures could have been twice this. 

Natives of the Baliem Valley in cen¬ 
tral Irian Jaya have told me about hun¬ 
dreds of people in every highland val¬ 
ley being machine-gunned by Indone¬ 
sian helicopter gunships and from 
slow-flying OV-10F turbo-prop 
Broncos — these are multipurpose 



Essential weapon/tool at hand, West 
Papuan rests in Irian Jaya. Along with 
guerrilla warfare against Indonesian 
troops, rebels wage bloody machete 
raids on farms of government-backed 
Javanese settlers. 


counterinsurgency/night-surveillance 
aircraft firing 7.62mm miniguns, often 
fitted with 20mm gun pods. 

I stayed in one native hut with a 
charcoal drawing on its wall of a heli¬ 
copter shooting at fleeing stick fig¬ 
ures. Such harsh treatment of the West 
Papuan people provides the OPM with 
a wide support base and many appli¬ 
cants for membership. 

Bamboo Bows vs. 

Modern Army 

While still in the Australian army, I 
first encountered an OPM fighter group 
as I went on something of a vacation 
hike through a highland valley with 
some local tribespeople. The rebels we 
met were on a wide-ranging patrol in¬ 
volving months of jungle travel. They 
were seeking out neighboring tribal 
groups to provide information and pro¬ 
mote a sense of solidarity among the 
indigenous communities. 

The rebels carried longbows made 
from ironwood, bamboo arrows with 
wooden tips, several machetes and one 
steel-tipped lance. But the lack of mod¬ 
em weapons did not seem to trouble 
them — they assured me that had I 
been Indonesian they would have killed 
me, irrespective of my rank or station. 
Likewise, they faced summary execu- 



Irian Jaya‘s scenic wonders conceal 
dangers — cannibalism and head¬ 
hunting are still reported. Wilderness 
varies from highlands' stunted growth, 
where snow can fall, to sprawling 
swamplands and ancient jungle 
pathways. 
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tions if captured by government forces. 
However, West Papuans’ jungle skills 
are far superior to those of Indonesian 
troopers. 

These OPM fighters followed their 
own political principles and the laws 
of their tribal ancestors. Travelling 
through remote areas of Irian Jaya’s 
interior, they had encountered tribes 
unaware that Indonesians existed, let 
alone ever invaded the country. The 
OPM patrol faced dangers from some 
tribal groups who lived in total isola¬ 
tion and were hostile to all outsiders. 
In a few areas cannibalism and head¬ 
hunting still occurred. 

Taking the men’s names, I planned 
to keep them for future contacts if I 
chose to return to Irian Jaya. I gave 
them some money and cigarettes, then 
bid them farewell as they wandered 
off with bows and arrows to conduct 
their war. A year later I would be liv¬ 
ing with their people. 

Brutal Killings 

After leaving the army, I chose to 
return to Irian Jaya and contact the 
OPM, well aware of the dangers in 
having any association with them. 
Shortly before I arrived, a Swedish 
filmmaker named Per-ove Carlsson had 
met with and filmed some OPM mem¬ 
bers. He was later found in a shabby 
coastal hotel room with his throat cut; 
only his videotapes had been stolen. 

The police and military did not ap¬ 
pear too concerned about Carlsson’s 
death. I never heard of any culprit be¬ 
ing caught, so I was careful when ask¬ 
ing about the OPM. Despite wide local 
support for the rebels, Indonesian in¬ 
formers do exist. 

One day in a city tavern, I spoke 
with several men and mentioned names 
of rebels in the OPM patrol I had met 
in the highlands a year earlier. Whis¬ 
pers passed through the group, then 
one of them led me out into a side 
street where he asked questions on my 
knowledge and motives. Then he told 
me how two of the persons I had men¬ 
tioned were dead, one from malaria. 
The other rebel had recently been shot 
through the head in his home village 
by an Indonesian police officer who 
had demanded information on the 
OPM. The victim never gave any 
intelligence. 

For two days I was informally ques¬ 
tioned before being led on foot an¬ 
other five days through the jungle to 
an OPM camp. Here the fighters were 
better equipped than those I had met 
earlier. These men had several home¬ 


made shotguns and a few sporting 
carbines. 

The OPM has problems getting suf¬ 
ficient arms. By capturing the occa¬ 
sional weapon or by making their own 
shotguns, they supplement their tradi¬ 
tional ironwood bows and arrows. 
Rifles are occasionally ferried by small 
boats from the northern shores of Aus¬ 
tralia, traded for Papua New Guinea- 
grown marijuana. Some of these weap¬ 
ons make it across the island’s jungle 
borders into the hands of the OPM. 

Getting suffi¬ 
cient men pre¬ 
pared to use these 
guns appeared to 
be no problem. 

Fighters I stayed 
with claimed the 
OPM command 
had divided Irian 
Jaya into eight 
military zones, 
keeping five or six 
battalions in each 
one. Battalions 
each consisted 
of 800 to 1,000 
rebels. This force 
opposed two bat¬ 
talions of Indone¬ 
sians stationed on 
Irian Jaya, with 
government troops 
rotating in six-month intervals. 

The OPM was commanded by a 
man called Colonel John, a 36-year- 
old honors graduate who joined the 
rebels shortly after his commencement 
from Jayapura University in northeast 
Irian Jaya. I never met with him dur¬ 
ing my time there, but all my col¬ 
leagues spoke respectfully of Col. 
John’s skills in organizing and moti¬ 
vating the resistance. 

War On All Intruders 

Tribal mentalities do not appear to 
fragment OPM cohesiveness. A recog¬ 
nition exists among the West Papuan 
fighters; though many come from dif¬ 
ferent tribes, old rivalries have been 
overcome by a shared hatred for the 
Indonesian military. They also fight 
the gross exploitation of New Guinea’s 
natural resources and the use of Irian 
Jaya as a dumping ground for 
transmigrants from the overpopulated is¬ 
land of Java, which includes Indonesia’s 
capital city of Jakarta. 

Under transmigration, hundreds of 
thousands of rural poor have been flown 
in, rain forests cleared and tribal lands 
given to the Javanese for farming. The 


newcomers are specific targets of the 
OPM, showing the World Bank and 
other international bodies that West 
Papuans will fight for their homeland. 

Other OPM targets include resource 
projects conducted by foreign multi¬ 
national firms under protection of the 
Indonesian military. Rebels also strike 
the occasional Indonesian police or 
military post, although their recent 
strategy involves a quiet consolidation 
of OPM forces to prepare for a con¬ 
certed military push aimed at forcing a 


settlement from Indonesia. 

Occasionally, the army of Papua 
New Guinea is subject to attack if its 
troops are seen assisting Indonesian 
forces harassing rebel fighters near the 
border, or if arrests are made on OPM 
members operating within the adjacent 
country. Such arrests stem from Papua 
New Guinea’s fears for its own secu¬ 
rity with respect to a possible 
Indonesian invasion. 

The West Papuans are not the only 
group demanding independence from 
Jakarta. On the extreme northeast tip 
of the island of Sumatra, rebels in and 
around the city of Banda Aceh also 
fight for their liberty. Southeast of New 
Guinea on the island of East Timor, 
natives seek freedom from Indonesian 
invaders who swept into that former 
Portuguese territory in 1975 and an¬ 
nexed it the following year. Indonesia 
controls both of these regions with a 
heavy-handed military presence. 

After a quarter-century living un¬ 
der Indonesia’s President Suharto, Irian 
Jaya’s OPM rebels fight on, hoping 
that the approaching change in 
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Vine bridge lashed over swift current provides passage to all 
parties in Irian Jayan conflict. Indigenous rebellions for liberty 
are scattered throughout Indonesia's great island chain. 


SEPTEMBER 93 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 51 







United Mods Unfit To Keep Peace In Bosnia 


to pro¬ 
tect their ancestral homes, Croatian de¬ 
fenders suffered a murderous onslaught 
from invading Serbian irregulars and 
Yugoslav army troops in the summer 
of 1991. A tragic legacy dating back 
generations, the Balkan blood feuds 
were about to go full tilt again. 

And as the killing goes on in 1993, 
the defenseless — the old, very young, 
sick and weak — can only look to 
UNPROFOR (United Nations Protec¬ 
tion Force) troops for assistance in re¬ 
turning to their homes. These people 
have no grasp of the Vance-Owen 
peace plan, nor of the UNPA (United 
Nations Protected Area) concept. They 
are told, however, that the guys in blue 
berets and white vehicles can help take 
them back home. 

Unfortunately, it is not so simple. 
The UNPROFOR was deployed to the 
UNPAs after former U.N. envoy Cyrus 
Vance designed his original plan for 
Croatia in late 1991 to establish peace, 
provide for return of refugees to their 
homes and restore war-tom regional 
economies. However, UNPROFOR de¬ 
ployments to both Croatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina have been less than ef¬ 
fective, achieving few objectives. The 
U.N. soldiers have basically been given 
a mandate only to negotiate with mili¬ 
tia commanders in charge of occupied 
areas, with no authorization to use force 
of any type to carry out their mission 
of implementing the Vance plan. 

Balkan militia commanders (often 
thug-type warlords) usually do not re¬ 
spond to anything other than an argu¬ 


Text & Photos 
by Robert K. Brown 


ment of force; they have relied on vio¬ 
lence to promote their own careers and 
“Rambo” images. Despite this, 
UNPROFOR still treats regional war 
criminals as partners in negotiation, 
thereby legitimizing, strengthening and 
contributing to the villains’ roles as 
“political figures.” 

Meanwhile the U.N. Security 
Council’s 1991 weapons embargo on 
the former Yugoslavia has only im¬ 
pacted defenders of Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina; Serb irregulars 
are provided with all the armaments 
they need by the pro-communist 
Yugoslav army. Aerial “no-fly zone” 
and “deny flight” operations have had 
minimal impact on the bloodshed as 
Serbian forces seldom use air power, 
relying instead on tanks, artillery and 
small arms to devastate their neigh¬ 
bors’ communities. 

Though contested areas urgently 
need policing, the Security Council 
resolutions to monitor borders, sanc¬ 
tion aggressors and place heavy artil¬ 
lery under U.N. control came far too 
late to stop or slow down rates of de¬ 
struction. These measures were vetoed 
by European council members several 
times before being passed, resulting in 
major delays and further destruction. 

Concurrently, NATO ships moni¬ 
toring the Adriatic Sea effectively im¬ 
pact only Bosnia and Croatia. Along 
with many journalists, monitors from 
the European Community (EC) and 
United Nations have repeatedly wit¬ 
nessed road convoys or vessels on the 
Danube River transporting oil for the 


Yugoslav army and Serbian militias. 
Moreover, Russian UNPROFOR units 
have failed to stop Serbian irregulars 
from taking over and exploiting oil 
fields and fuel production facilities in 
eastern Croatia. 

This past June, UNPROFOR’s pres¬ 
ence failed to halt the Serbs from ef¬ 
fectively placing all territories they 
captured in Croatia and Bosnia into 
one state-like entity. The Serbian 
method is to force “referendums” in 
areas already “ethnically cleansed,” to 
ultimately unite such occupied territo¬ 
ries with Serbia in spite of any 
UNPROFOR presence. This practice 
contradicts and negates the Vance plan, 
making any U.N. peacekeeping effort 
based on that document irrelevant. 

Tough Talk — Too Late 

“The inept sanctions policy against 
Serbia is a regrettable fact,” said “B.G.” 
an EC diplomat speaking off the record 
in Split, Croatia. “Had we imposed a 
stiff oil embargo against Serbia in 1991 
when they attacked Vukovar using 
some 600 tanks, there would never 
have been a war in Bosnia. There 
would simply have been no fuel for all 
their military machinery. We could 
have saved thousands of lives and bil¬ 
lions of dollars on UNPROFOR ex¬ 
penses in the former Yugoslavia.” 

A British UNPROFOR officer re¬ 
marked in June that “Some well-known 
politicians frequently make statements 
that do not really contribute to our 
effort in the peacekeeping mission in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” For instance, the 
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Warrior APC of the 1st Battalion, The Prince of Wales’ Own Regiment of Yorkshire located at the Sarajevo airport, armed with a 
Rarden 30mm cannon and 7.62mm machine gun. Note bolt-on applique armor kit, which provides maximum protection against 
RPGs. UNPROFOR troops are doing an excellent job and can't be blamed for United Nations’ lack of will. 


policy of announcing “military action 
against aggressors" and then doing 
nothing directly leads to further esca¬ 
lation of violence. 

Designing initiatives like the Vance 
plan for Croatia or the subsequent 
Vance-Owen peace plan for Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, without bolstering their 
implementation, generates additional 
strife by creating a legal mess. In the 
British officer's opinion, such ineffec¬ 
tive arbitrage employed in terms of 
“empty threats" radicalizes even the 
most moderate civilian, who in turn 
takes up arms for self-defense, adding 
further to the anarchy and chaos. 

Statements by senior U.N. officials 
such as “all sides are to be blamed for 
this conflict," or “borders can only be 
changed by negotiations,” or “the 
Vance-Owen peace plan may be modi¬ 
fied at a later time,” actually encour¬ 
age the use of military force for fur¬ 
ther territorial gains, to be used by the 
various combatants as new starting 
positions in future negotiations. 

The UNPROFOR officer observed 


how even the May 1993 proposal for 
six safe havens in Bosnia, while pro¬ 
moted in Washington, D.C., was else¬ 
where seen as an announcement of 
“open season for seizing additional ter¬ 
ritory.” Such proposals only encour¬ 
age militias and local warlords to be¬ 
lieve in using heavy artillery against 
civilian homes as a legitimate way to 
seize territory — although ethnic 
cleansing is evil, it will eventually be 
ignored. Aggressors arrive at the con¬ 
clusion that they will enjoy the fruit of 
their crimes with impunity. 

Another example of the West’s lack 
of will is the 11 June 1993 statement 
of a U.S. State Department official who 
announced that the 300 UNPROFOR 
soldiers set for deployment to 
Macedonia would be pulled out if at¬ 
tacked by Serbs. 

A Croatian army captain known as 
“J.P.” recently observed, “The entire 
negotiations process begun and orga¬ 
nized by the UNPROFOR cannot even 
theoretically yield any results.” The rea¬ 
son for this is very simple: Serbian 


irregulars, in both Croatia and Bosnia, 
still have a military advantage over 
all local defense forces by a ratio of 
8-to-l, counting air capability, artil¬ 
lery, long-range missiles, ammunition 
and supplies. “While our defense forces 
have few weapons and suffer under an 
arms embargo which preserves this 
imbalance.” 

Cards Stacked For Serbs 

The captain emphasized how seri¬ 
ous negotiations are only possible when 
there is a relative balance of military 
power. Otherwise the stronger party, 
in this case the Serbs, will merely main¬ 
tain a passive presence at peace talks 
in order to buy more time until they 
have occupied all territory they desire 
— especially when the West keeps 
repeating,“there will be no Western 
military involvement.” 

In J.P.’s opinion, the U.N. negotia¬ 
tors’ stand on how “Croatians did not 
always behave well in Bosnia” is used 
as a device, regardless of the true cir¬ 
cumstances, to make it appear that all 
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GIANT "WATER BOMB" 


Roaring southward down the Cetfno 
River at 85 mph, a 75-foot wall of 
water, mud, rocks and debris slams 
into a tiny Croatian village, Within 
seconds the community is obliterated ^ 
3,000 men, women and children 
drown. Other small towns are erased 
before evacuations can be organized 
downriver; thousands more die 
while the flood rushes toward the 
Adriatic Sea , 

Surging forward, the disaster's 
magnitude swells. Two hours after 


Serbian soldiers and engineers have 
blasted the Perucko dam to discharge 
its millions of gallons downriver, the 
onrushing torrent overwhelms a smaller 
dam in its path. Splashing into the 
Adriatic with a still-deadly 10-foot 
depth, the deluge has washed away 
an estimated 5,000 victims, along with 
the homes or livelihoods of more than 
30,000 others. 

Croatian hydroelectric plants 
supplying power to the entire coastal 
reg/on of Dalmatia are devastated. 
People must endure without electricity 
there for several years, resulting in 
economic devastation to hundreds of 
thousands of farmers and for countless 
workers of the Adriatic coast's once- 
thriving vacation resorts. Already 
drained from two years' war and lost 
tourist revenues, Croatia will be further 
crippled from the great flood's 
inestimable costs for repair and 
reseft/emenf. Such, at least, are the 
hopes of Serbian government 
officials who ordered demolition of fhe 
Perucko dam. 


In September 1991, Serb forces 
captured Perucko, a narrow, 17km- 
long reservoir located about 35km 
north of Split, a coastal city on the 
Adriatic Sea. The invaders immediately 
began allowing this substantial water 
source to fill up to its maximum 
capacity, with the announced intention 
of creating a gigantic "water bomb." 
Despite the Croat government's urgent 
and repeated requests to the European 
Community (EC) and United Nations 
to act against this growing peril, 
not until January 
1992 did enough 
international 
pressure compel 
the Serbs to lower 
Perucko's waters 
to a safer level. 

When Kenyan 
UNPROFORtroops 
later assumed 
responsibility for 
the surrounding 
area, the Perucko 
dam was already 
prepared for 
demolition. 
Alarmed Croats 
demanded action, 
so UNPROFOR 
agreed to disarm 
and remove some 
38 tons of TNT 
planted within 
the structure. 
Somehow, though, 
these U.N. troops did not find time for 
this chore during their six-month watch. 
They did, however, establish a guard 
post on the dam to prevent Croats 
from retaking it. 

Explosions rocked the facility at 
1048 on Thursday, 28 January 1993. 
Four charges detonated, planted inside 
the dam's inspection gallery and on a 
road bridge over its spillway. Yet 
Serbian aims were not fulfilled by the 
sabotage. To UNPROFOR's credit, the 
reservoir's water had been held at a 
normal level, one reason why the 
major catastrophe hoped for by the 
Serbs was averted. A second factor 
involved the immediate response of 
Croatian military forces and area 
civilians following the blasts. 

Before the dust had settled, Croat 
troops launched an attack to recapture 
Perucko. Several hours of fierce combat 
saw close-at-hand Serb forces pushed 
several kilometers away from the dam. 
By nightfall on 28 January, Croat 

Continued on page 77 


sides are equally to blame, thus justi¬ 
fying the United Nations 1 failure to 
bring the conflict to a halt. 

Not only does the arms embargo 
maintain the military imbalance, but 
authorities in Zagreb point out that 
Croatia is further weakened by having 
to provide for some 650,000 Bosnian 
and Croatian refugees without finan¬ 
cial aid. They also note how 
UNPROFOR has done nothing to re¬ 
build roads, power lines or economic 
ihfrastructure in Serb-occupied areas. 

One excellent example of 
UNPROFOR inefficiency is the United 
Nations' failure to stop Serbian irregu¬ 
lars from detonating sonje of the 
38 tons of; explosives they had planted 
on the Perucko dam in latfe January 
(dee sidebar). If the dam had been to¬ 
tally destroyed, tens of thousands of 
people would have been at risk. 

The U.N. Security Council’s Reso¬ 
lution 769 from August 1992, autho¬ 
rizing UNPROFOR to monitor and take 
control of Croatian borders in occu¬ 
pied areas, was never implemented, 
allowing Serb irregulars within Croatia 
to continue being resupplied from 
Serbia. 

“Pink zones” in Croatia, occupied 
by Serb irregulars outside the UNPAs, 
did not exist in the original Vance plan, 
which specified these areas to be re¬ 
turned to the control of Croatian gov¬ 
ernment. Many “protected areas” are 
still effectively being controlled by 
Serb irregulars who are quietly expand¬ 
ing the UNPAs by annexing the 
pink zones. 

Rounding Up The Locals 

The UNPROFOR personnel obvi¬ 
ously lack the means and the will for 
stopping the forced resettlement of 
refugees from what is now Serbia into 
Serbian-occupied territories of Croatia 
and Bosnia. Deployment of 
UNPROFOR personnel did not pre¬ 
vent the subsequent expulsion of 2,450 
more civilians (mostly Croats and Hun¬ 
garians) from these areas by Serbs; 
many of these refugees are believed to 
have died in the eastern UNPA. 

In September 1992, for example, 
when an organized refugee group tried 
to return to their homes in eastern 
Croatia, they were halted by 
UNPROFOR troops, ostensibly in or¬ 
der to save lives. The Croatians say 
UNPROFOR’s effort in Croatia is cre¬ 
ating an intolerable solution for the 

Continued on page 74 



Serb irregulars attempted to demolish Perucko dam, which 
would have destroyed more than 30,000 homes. United 
Nations made no attempt to remove 38 tons of explosives 
emplaced by Serbs during six months the peacekeepers 
controlled dam. 
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SEND IN U.S. SpecOps? 



Regardless of the United Nations' bungling, the United 
States absolutely should not send troops into the Balkans 
simply to augment a European force, nor should it deploy 
forces under European leadership, "European leadership" 
is an oxymoron anyway. The same goes for "U.N. 
leadership," 

But if America and Russia could work out an 
arrangement to jointly 
bang the heads of the 
warring Balkan factions 
together, Richard Daley- 
in-Chicago-style, then 
we might get some¬ 
where, The Serbs care 
what Russians think, as 
they are Slavic and 
religious brothers. In the 
not-so-Brave New World 
of post’Communism, the 
Eastern Orthodox church 
is, for the Serbs, a means 
to create a new "us" 
against "them." 

Serbs will heed the 
Russians, while Croats 
will listen to Americans, 
particularly if we support 
Croatia's legitimate 
claims to territory lost to 
Serbia in 1991. Bosnian 
Muslims will also respect 
strong voices able to 
promise them some 
chance for survival. The 
United Nations and the 
EC don't speak with such 
convictions. 

To his credit, President 
Clinton has suggested 
involving Russia in a 
Balkans peacekeeping 
force. Yet the Russians 
must be more than just 
involved — they should be 
full partners. This past 
winter and spring were 
brutally hard on Russia, 
and summer's not looking 
much better, Russia's 
military could use a 
constructive mission right 
now, which also might be 
a good thing for the 
disillusioned Russian 
public to see happening. 

At one point Clinton 
was talking about 
committing 25,000 U.S. 
troops to help ensure compliance with the now-dead Vance- 
Owen peace plan, which proposed a loose confederation of 
10 provinces making up Bosnia-Herzegovina. But all the 
belligerents found this plan unacceptable, while our 
president backed off on sending troops when a lack of 
domestic or European support became apparent. It's just as 
well that Clinton has had a reality check on U.S. military 
action — dropping parachute bundles of humanitarian relief 


U.S. special operations personnel could be called into the Balkans 
conflict to stabilize the situation. 
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packages from 12,000 feet may not accomplish much, 
but at least it's relatively harmless. 

A better idea than committing 25,000 troops would be 
to deploy about 3,500 men from the 10th Special Forces 
Group, already in Germany and trained for unconventional 
missions in eastern Europe. Special Forces soldiers have 
language skills and are trained for stabilization and 

humanitarian assistance 
missions. If we want to 
be involved in a war, 
we should send in the 
infantry. That's what 
they're trained for. If we 
want to do something 
constructive, while 
minimizing our troop 
commitment, we should 
send in Special Forces. 

The Russian army 
has equivalent forces 
which could be useful 
components for such an 
operation. Their presence 
and cooperation would 
convey considerable 
symbolic importance. 
Russia also has a lot 
of excellent equipment, 
such as the Mi-24 
armored helicopter 
(NATO code name 
"Hind"). The Mi-24 
features a sophisti¬ 
cated reconnaissance 
capability and can 
transport troop squads 
safely in areas where 
small-arms fire will pose 
a risk for years to come. 

Maybe if Serbs, 
Croats and Muslims saw 
teams of U.S. Green 
Berets and Russian 
special forces — without 
the hated blue U.N. hats 
— stepping out of 
Russian helicopters, they 
would get the message 
that former enemies can 
get along. 

Instead of barricading 
themselves behind razor 
wire and concrete in a 
few Bosnian towns (as 
U.N. troops are doing), 
the 54 A-Teams of 10th 
SF Group, working 
together with Russian — 
or even Serb, Croat and Muslim — counterparts, could fan 
out through the countryside, providing security, rumor 
control, medical aid, engineering support and other civic 
assistance to war-ravaged villages. 

In a simple word, healing. This war won't end until the 
healing begins. 

— Chuck Fremont 
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Selecting a particular soft, 

concealable body armor for daily wear 
is not a wardrobe consideration for 
most people. But if you’re a cop on 
America’s mean streets, your bullet- 
resistant vest may be the last barrier 
between you and a cold marble slab. 

Soft, concealable body armor is de¬ 
signed to protect the wearer against 
the threats most frequently faced by 
police, statistically from .22- through 
.357-caliber handguns. Greater levels 
of protection are available, but the 
trade-off is that greater protection re¬ 
duces comfort. The safest vest in the 
world is no good if not worn, and dis¬ 
comfort is most often cited by the of¬ 
ficers, with vests available, who choose 
not to wear them. 

Police wearing vests on a daily ba¬ 
sis usually opt for a maximum of safety 
within the bounds of reasonable com¬ 
fort. No flexible body armor wears like 
a T-shirt, and good fit is critical. Of¬ 
ficers in hot climes must contend with 
potentially debilitating heat retained 
by thick or waterproof models. A vest 
of low-to-mid-range protection is ef- 


Happiness is being shot at close range with a .357 
Magnum, then proceeding to disarm or take out your 
assailant because you are wearing adequate body armor. 
Officer Steve Gadzik (left) was Second Chance save No. 
54; John Solheim (bottom) was No. 215; and Joseph 
Bartlett (upper right) was No. 458. Each man was saved 
because he was wearing his vest. 
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VESTED 

INTERESTS 

Experts Go Ballistic Over Disputed Body 

Armor Standards 

by James L. Pate 

Photos courtesy Second Chance Body Armor Inc. 


fective against many — not all — 
handgun threats. And an officer de¬ 
serves confidence that his vest will pro¬ 
vide at least the level of protection 
advertised. 

This begs the question: By what or 
whose authority ought a universally 
accepted — and understood — set of 
body armor standards be set? In the 
balance of comfort vs. safety, there’s 
the rub. 

Bitter Debate Over Standards 

Just as scripture may be selectively 
quoted in support of a particular argu¬ 
ment, so can the tests and supporting 
documents in the body armor debate. 
The virtual “Bible” of this debate is a 
two-volume report published by an 
agency of Congress which investigates 
technical issues raised on Capitol Hill, 
the U.S. Office of Technology Assess¬ 
ment (OTA). Police Body Armor Start’ 
dards and Testing is the result of 18 
months’ research by OTA’s Interna¬ 
tional Security and Commerce staff, a 
project headed by Michael B. 
Callaham. 

The OTA report has been embraced 
by both sides in the bitter debate over 
body armor standards — i.e. whether 
the voluntary standards promulgated 
since 1972 by the National Institute of 
Justice (NIJ) are scientifically valid. 

David G. Boyd, director of NIJ’s 
Science and Technology Division since 


August 1992, said he was “pissed off’ 
after reading an article critical of the 
NIJ body armor standard — an article 
which dealt with the findings of the 
OTA report. 

“Frankly, as a taxpaying citizen and 
former soldier who worries about the 
quality of stuff you give soldiers, some 
of this has really pissed me off,” he 
said, "... stuff I see quoted out of con¬ 
text and some amazing distortions.” 

The article to which Boyd referred 
appeared in the October 1992 issue of 
Law and Order magazine. It was writ¬ 
ten by Dr. Martin Fackler, who di¬ 
rected the Army’s Wound Ballistic 
Laboratory from 1981 until his retire¬ 
ment last year. Recognized internation¬ 
ally in his field, Fackler was one of 19 
experts asked to sit on an advisory 
panel for OTA’s body armor study. 
Although one among many, Fackler 
also has been NIJ’s most formidable 
and persistent critic. 

“The OTA report supported every¬ 
thing [critics have] said all along,” 
Fackler told Soldier of Fortune. 

After reviewing the OTA report, the 


An important consideration is that a 
vest be comfortable enough it will be 
worn. Illustrated is the Second Chance 
“Deep Cover”vest designed for 
maximum concealability and comfort, 
worn by Officer Mike Jarabek (Second 
Chance save No. 500). 
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Richard C. Davis, the colorful and outspoken pioneer of 
the soft body armor industry, is a man who stands 
behind his product — then shoots himself, as he has 
done innumerable times to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of his vests. 


Judiciary Committee directed the Jus¬ 
tice Department to form a National 
Armor Advisory Board to come to grips 
with what the OTA report means. NIJ 
is not bound to abide by anything in 
the report. Boyd told SOF it was his 
idea to form the advisory board. 

DuPont: NIJ Test "Unreliable" 

The U.S. Senate was not the first 
entity to take interest in the contro¬ 
versy. DuPont, a leader in developing 
fibers for antiballistic use, issued a re¬ 
port in 1990 with empirical conclu¬ 
sions very similar to the OTA study. 

In an industry advisory to enforce¬ 
ment agencies and armor manufactur¬ 
ers, DuPont reported it had “carefully 
analyzed the test data provided by NIJ 
and concluded that there are signifi¬ 
cant problems in the test method,’ 1 and 
a high degree of inconsistency and 
unreliability in the test results. 

“Inconsistent results create many 
problems for the industry and the law 
enforcement community,” DuPont 
concluded, “including confusion, loss 
of product confidence, liability con¬ 
cerns and reduced vest wear.” 

Confusion is understandable, given 
parallel use of the same documents to 
support greatly divergent viewpoints. 
“The people in our department who 
are responsible for purchasing body 
armor really don’t understand the tech¬ 
nical details of the ... certification pro¬ 
cess,” a police officer wrote in a letter 
to the Fall 1992 issue of Wound Ballis¬ 
tics Review, a scientific journal edited 
by Fackler and Alexander Jason. The 
officer noted that while his department 
knows there are big problems, they are 
afraid to purchase armor that does not 
meet the NIJ standard. 

Standard Too Strict, Too 
Costly? 

The OTA report suggests that NIJ’s 
more stringent standard, instead of sav¬ 
ing money, as Boyd claims, actually 
increases law enforcement costs be¬ 
cause “the variability of [NIJ] test re¬ 
sults induce manufacturers to make 
armor that is heavier, stiffer, less com¬ 
fortable and more costly than neces¬ 
sary to provide the nominal protection 
certified.” 

DuPont, which would likely sell 
more of its Kevlar fiber if manufactur¬ 
ers all adhered to the voluntary NIJ 
standard and erred in favor of making 
vests too heavy, advised its manufac¬ 
turing customers to abandon NIJ’s test 
for a newer standard established by an 
industry group, the Personal Protec¬ 


tive Armor Association. 

“Despite valid evidence to the con¬ 
trary, the NIJ has persisted in proclaim¬ 
ing their standard valid and refusing to 
consider revisions,” Fackler wrote in 
the Law and Order article. He stated 
that the controversy has confused the 
law enforcement community and is un¬ 
dermining confidence in soft body ar¬ 
mor. After studying the OTA report, 
Fackler said in his article, “That report 
states, unequivocally, ‘It is clear that 
the standard should be revised ...’ ” 

Whose Facts Are Facts? 

Fackler “quoted that out of context, 
because what the report really says is, 
Tt is clear that the standard should be 
revised,’ ” said Boyd, pausing to care¬ 
fully pronounce each syllable of the 
omitted word, “ 1 e-ven-tu-al-ly .’ ” 

Boyd responded to Fackler’s article 
with a 10-page rebuttal titled “What 
the OTA Report Really Said.” A draft 
copy provided by Boyd to SOF states 
it was prepared in response to a query 
by an unidentified “major metropoli¬ 
tan police department.” 

Law and Order did not publish 
Boyd’s rebuttal, but he pleaded NIJ’s 
case in the May-June issue of Sheriff 
magazine. “NIJ has pioneered the devel¬ 
opment and deployment of technologies 
which have saved police lives,” 


Boyd wrote, noting this 
was accomplished “despite 
its austere budget” of only 
$24 million. Boyd’s article 
implies it was NIJ which 
first developed soft, con- 
cealable body armor, a 
claim he repeated to SOF . 

[While NIJ helped 
popularize soft body armor 
by making 5,000 commer¬ 
cial vests available at no 
charge to police depart¬ 
ments in a pilot program, 
the overall thrust of NIJ’s 
claim is disputed by 
DuPont and Allied-Signal, 
both of which raced to pro¬ 
duce and patent the first 
polyaramid fibers used in 
most body armor — 
DuPont’s Kevlar and 
Allied’s Spectra-Shield. 
Boyd’s claim is also hotly 
disputed by Richard C. 
Davis, president of Sec¬ 
ond Chance Body Armor 
Inc., an industry pioneer 
who holds several manu¬ 
facturing patents on soft 
body armor.] 

"Out Of Context?" 

After comparing Fackler’s article 
to the OTA report, Boyd wrote in the 
executive summary of his in-house re¬ 
buttal, “I found that several of the di¬ 
rect quotations had been edited, that 
others had been taken out of context 
and that contrary material had been 
ignored.” 

Carefully comparing Boyd’s rebut¬ 
tal and its quotation of the OTA report 
to SOF's copy, the reader should be 
cautioned that this reporter also “found 
that several direct quotations had been 
edited, that others had been taken out 
of context and that contrary material 
had been ignored.” 

Where the truth lies, it seems, can 
be subject to interpretation. But body 
armor either works or it doesn’t. Given 
the lethal consequences, one failure to 
perform as advertised could put a body 
armor manufacturer out of business 
pronto — although it’s never happened, 
either to NIJ-certified or uncertified 
armor. So who do you believe? Fackler 
and his allies in the scientific and manu¬ 
facturing communities? Or the NIJ, 
which claims it was asked by police 
departments to establish the first body 
armor standard in 1972? 

Perhaps it is in the reader’s interest 
to quote from the foreword of the OTA 
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report, a five-paragraph statement in 
which OTA Director John H. Gibbons 
makes some simple, declarative state¬ 
ments about the background of the con¬ 
troversy. The following condenses the 
first four paragraphs of that foreword. 

For two decades, the number of po¬ 
lice officers shot to death each year 
has been declining while the number 
of officers shot has been increasing. 
The decrease in the lethality of 
shootings is partly attributable to the 
increase in wearing bullet-resistant 
body armor, especially soft, incon¬ 
spicuous armor designed to be worn 
full-time. 

... To provide benchmarks for pro¬ 
tection, the National Institute of Jus¬ 
tice issued NIJ Standard 0101.03 in 
1987. It specifies 
standard proce¬ 
dures for testing 
samples of armor 
... The standard has 
been controversial 
since it was issued 
... To date, all ar¬ 
mor of NIJ-certi¬ 
fied models has 
performed as rated 
in service — but so 
has uncertified ar¬ 
mor ■, including ar¬ 
mor that would fail 
the test specified by 
the standard. This 
has provoked 
charges that the 
NIJ test is too 
stringent and fails 
to discriminate 
some safe armor 
from unsafe armor... 

These read to 
this reporter like 
fairly straightfor¬ 
ward, declarative 
statements, and 
they do seem criti¬ 
cal of the NIJ stan¬ 
dard. But in an al¬ 
most 90 minute 
conversation, 
when this reporter 
asked for Boyd’s 
response to these and other statements, 
Boyd on several occasions accused me 
of “taking quotes out of context.” Other 
excerpted examples in the OTA re¬ 
port, critical of the NIJ (italics ours) 
include: 

•From OTA report’s “Findings:” 
“Much of the current controversy over 
armor standards and testing arose and 
persists because the certification pro¬ 


cedure does not quantify the risks, and 
the uncertainties in the risks, to manu¬ 
facturers, purchasers and wearers. ” 
•From “Options for the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice” section: “It is clear 
that the standard should be revised — 
eventually. It could be revised now to 
reduce the latitude in test procedures 
permitted by the standard. This would 
limit lab-to-lab and test-to-test varia¬ 
tions in test conditions, which might 
be partly responsible for variations in 
test results ... Moreover, as discussed 
above in “Findings,” the validity of 
the current test has not been demon¬ 
strated — nor can it be until accept¬ 
able risks are specified ... ” 

•Also from the report’s “Findings:” 
“The realism of NIJ-compliant test¬ 
ing would be 
improved if 
the NIJ stan¬ 
dard were re¬ 
vised to al¬ 
low testing of 
a whole ar¬ 
mor garment 
on a test fix¬ 
ture, such as 
a mannequin, 
to which the 
armor could 
be affixed by 
the straping 
or fasteners 
a wearer 
would use. ” 
•From 
“Options:” 

Many 
have ex¬ 
pressed the 
feeling that 
NIJ has be¬ 
come unduly 
wedded to 
the existing 
standard. 
They feel that 
longstanding 
conflict over 
the body-ar¬ 
mor issue 
among per¬ 
sons whose 
strong personalities and knowledge¬ 
able minds are driven by the earnest 
desire to save the lives of as many 
police officers as possible has solidi¬ 
fied positions, especially those at NIJ, 
to a degree beyond that justifiable on 
purely scientific or technical grounds. 
This perception constitutes a public 
relations problem for NIJ. ” 

So, just which parts of the NIJ test 



Virtually any level of protection can be 
offered by body armor — even against .30-06 
armor-piercing. But realistic standards for 
protection against the most likely threats can 
help assure body armor is adequate, while 
comfortable. Illustrated is Second Chance’s 
“Six Point Adjustable” vest (model is Officer 
Dave Miles, Second Chance save No. 450). 


are at issue? In as close to lay lan¬ 
guage as possible, here are the most 
contentious points and some comments 
by Fackler and Boyd: 

• Backface Signature (BFS): “The 
impact of a bullet stopped by armor 
can kill or injure the wearer, ” states 
the OTA report. “Bruising and minor 
laceration is to be expected, but some 
test of the ability of armor to protect 
its wearer from critical injury is 
needed. The NIJ test, which is based 
on the depth of the crater made in clay 
behind the armor when it is hit, serves 
this purpose. Of the armor that have 
stopped bullets in assaults, those that 
would have passed the NIJ test ... lim¬ 
ited the chance of death or life-threat¬ 
ening injury to about 1 in 300 ...” 
[NIJ’s maximum allowable BFS is 
44mm (1.73 inches).] 

Part of the OTA study, Fackler said, 
included DuPont-sponsored re-enact¬ 
ments of actual shooting incidents in 
which officers had survived firearms 
assaults. In 25 such re-enactments us¬ 
ing the same model of vest and fire¬ 
arm, “The NIJ test methodology was 
used,” Fackler wrote, “the panel being 
held against a flat wall of clay by four 
elastic straps.” 

Should Testing Mimic Life? 

In 10 of 25 re-enactments, the ob¬ 
served BFS in clay failed the NIJ stan¬ 
dard — yet the vest had a proven track 
record of saving a life. The most sig¬ 
nificant finding, noted Fackler, was that 
“when the armor panel was shot against 
an unyielding wall of clay, many of 
the bullets that were stopped by the 
vest on the officer penetrated the ar¬ 
mor panel on the clay.” Of 138 shots 
fired in 25 re-enactments, 36 shots per¬ 
forated the armor on clay. “There were 
no perforations when this same armor 
was shot with the same bullet when it 
was being worn by an officer. Thus, 
the clay backing used in the NIJ stan¬ 
dard fails to predict bullet penetration 
accurately,” Fackler concludes. 

“The standard clay backing used 
for measuring backface signature is not 
intended to be a human tissue simulant, 
but serves only to measure blunt 
trauma,” Boyd wrote. “The inelastic¬ 
ity of clay was a quality sought after 
by NIJ researchers because it makes 
possible the measurement of [BFS] 
without high-speed photography or 
other elaborate, expensive means — 
all of which would dramatically in¬ 
crease the cost of testing, and thus the 

Continued on page 72 
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DODGING 

THE DRUG WAR 

Budget Cutters Blow Smoke; This 
Time Clinton Inhales 


On 9 March 1993, President 

Clinton sent Colombian President Cesar 
Gaviria Trujillo a letter in which he 
stated, “I assure you that my adminis¬ 
tration will continue supporting your 
efforts to combat drug trafficking. ” But 
budgetary and policy actions coming 
out of Washington recently indicate that 
the “continuing support” may be slashed 
to little more than lip service. 

White House Chief of Staff Tho¬ 
mas McLarty has stated that the ad¬ 
ministration will radically change its 
emphasis, shifting funds from foreign 
programs aimed at interdiction to do¬ 
mestic programs targeting consump¬ 
tion. That shift of funds will be mas¬ 
sive. In March the U.S. Congress be¬ 
gan consideration of a budgetary pack¬ 
age for Andean producer nations that 
would slash aid by 55%. 

And while nations such as Colom¬ 
bia probably can do without additional 
helicopters, transport aircraft and other 
big-ticket items, such a huge reduction 
in aid will almost certainly worsen an 
already critical training, maintenance 
and resupply situation, crippling anti¬ 
narcotics police efforts. Programs in 
the Middle East and Southeast Asia 
will be similarly affected. 

Even more troubling than aid re¬ 
ductions are policy and bureaucratic 
changes being undertaken or contem¬ 
plated in Washington. According to 
two U.S. government officials, the per¬ 
ception of narcotics as a security con¬ 
cern has virtually disappeared. These 
officials have told SOF that under the 
Bush administration, the National Se¬ 
curity Council (NSC) rated narcotics 


by David Rivera 
Photos by Richard Emblin 

matters third on its list of national se¬ 
curity concerns, but under Clinton it 
has been downgraded to 29th on the 
list. Asked to explain the change, As¬ 
sistant Press Secretary for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs Paul Clarke said, “I know of no 
such list,” and added, “It sounds con¬ 
spiratorial to me.” A U.S. Embassy 
spokesman in Bogota also denied 
knowledge of the existence of such a list. 

Bloodletting Among 
Bureaucracies 

With budget cuts looming, enforce¬ 
ment agencies are scrambling to pro¬ 
tect their bureaucratic kingdoms. SOF 
has learned that the FBI has submitted 
a plan to the Justice Department in 
which it proposes to “take administra¬ 
tive control” of the DEA. FBI spokes¬ 
men in Washington would neither con¬ 
firm nor deny the existence of the pro¬ 
posal and referred inquiries to the Jus¬ 
tice Department. Despite repeated 
phone calls, then acting Director of 
Public Affairs Frank Shults was un¬ 
available for comment (Shults quit on 
12 March). 

According to these same sources, 
the DEA has prepared a bureaucratic 
counter blow in which it proposes to 
take control of the FBI’s narcotics di¬ 
vision. DEA Public Affairs Director 
Ilia Brown confirmed the existence of 
the proposal, but said that it was “pre¬ 
liminary staff work prepared by DEA, 
but never reviewed or approved by 
DEA management .” 

Whether or not such changes in “ad¬ 
ministrative control” eventually come 
about, it is certain that much time and 


energy will be spent battling over bu¬ 
reaucratic turf, thereby diminishing the 
effectiveness of international coopera¬ 
tion at a time when only the United 
States has the capacity to coordinate 
efforts to combat narcotics trafficking. 

What happened? Did we win the 
drug war when no one was looking? Is 
a downgrading in priorities justified? 

The Enemy Gains Ground 

The drug war is not over. America’s 
streets are still flooded with cocaine, 
marijuana, and increasingly, heroin. 
Consumption in Europe is exploding. 
Even Japan is seeing disturbing signs 
of a skyrocketing problem. In 1991, 
authorities in Colombia and the United 
States seized more cocaine than ever 
before. In fact, they seized a quantity 
greater than the entire estimated 1986 
consumption. But prices in the United 
States remained largely stable, which in¬ 
dicates those losses were simply part of 
the cost of doing business for the cartels. 

Step back a moment and ask: Just 
how big is this problem, anyway? 

According to classified documents 
prepared with the participation of the 
CIA and National Security Agency 
(NSA), many users spend more money 
on illegal drugs than they spend on 
food, clothes, housing or anything else. 
The international narcotics industry’s 
annual revenues exceed half a trillion 
dollars. That’s more than three times 
the value of all U.S. currency and coin 
in circulation, and more than the gross 
domestic product of all but a handful 
of countries on earth. 

Clinton’s budget plans call for what 
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Colombian national police in Belt 212 chopper, 
armed with U.S. M60D variant, patrol wealthy 
southern neighborhood of Medellin, looking 
for signs of fugitive cocaine king Pablo 
Escobar. U.S. hardware and funding — 
subject to drastic cuts by Clinton 
administration — are critical if governments 
under siege from drug cartels are to have a 
chance of winning. 








THE CARTEL WARS 


In June 1992 drug lord Pablo Escobar became convinced 
that two of his top lieutenants, Mario Moncado and Fernando 
Galeano, were skimming profits from Medellin cartel operations. 
Escobar ordered the two men kidnapped and brought to the 
"prison" outside the town of Envigado where he was ensconced. 
He personally interrogated the two men, who were then tortured 
(power drills through the knee) and killed. 

It was, perhaps, the biggest mistake of his life. 

When news of the outrage reached President Gaviria Trujillo, 
he ordered the militarization of the prison. The operation failed 
miserably, and Escobar escaped (see "Sometimes the Good 
Guys Lose," SOF Nov. '92). 

Since then, Escobar has been on the run, and although he 
has delivered some severe blows to the state, his power is being 
steadily eroded. In the six months following his escape, the drug 
baron was responsible for the deaths of 21 civilians and the 
murder of more than 100 police officers in the city of Medellin 
alone. In one particularly gruesome murder, approximately 40 
heavily armed men arrived at the home of a police intelligence 
captain late at night. Using explosives, they blew out the wall of 
the bedroom where the captain lay sleeping, then emptied 
automatic weapons into his body. According to statements made 
by participants who were captured or later surrendered, the 
operation had been directed by Escobar's 16-year-old son, who 
used a megaphone to shout orders. 

The government response was to form a special unit of 
approximately 1,500 men from elite army and police forces, and 
offer rewards as high as 57 million for information leading to 
the capture or death of Escobar and his top lieutenants. Over 
the next seven months the B/oque de Busqueda (roughly "Search 
Block") performed nearly 8,000 operations and slowly but 
surely, Escobar's organization began to crumble. 

The first important blow came last October when police burst 
into a house in Medellin occupied by Brances Munoz Mosquera. 
Known as 'Tyson," Munoz was linked to the murder or 
assassination of some 500 people, as well as various car-bomb 
blasts. He died in a hail of gunfire. In the next four months, five 
other top men of the cartel's "military wing" were killed by 
security forces, and 12 more surrendered. 


Escobar tried to up the ante in January of this year by 
ordering a series of car bombings in the capital of Bogota. 

More than 40 people were killed and dozens more injured. But 
this wave of bombings was different from the one that nearly 
paralyzed the country three years ago: These car bombs were 
notably less sophisticated, indicating a weakening of his 
infrastructure. 

Weakened not only by the police, following the deaths of 
Moncado and Galeano at Escobar's hands, the surviving 
members of the "clan" formed a group called Los 
PEPE5("Persons Persecuted by Escobar"). This shadowy group 
gave security forces valuable tips on cartel members' hideouts 
and habits. 

In February Los PEPES decided to take matters into their 
own hands. An armed group of men pulled up outside one of 
Escobar's luxurious ranches and bombed and burned the place 
to the ground. Another group torched a warehouse containing 
the drug lord's $5 million collection of antique cars. Days later 
Los PEPES gunned down two of Escobar's top henchmen and 
bombed a house where his mother was thought to be living. In 
early March, a group of 10 young men stopped at a gas station 
outside Medellin, all riding dirt bikes and dressed in expensive 
riding clothes. Suddenly three vehicles pulled up and roughly a 
dozen men jumped out and opened fire on the group, killing 
nine. The young men were all friends of Escobar's son, who 
normally rode with them. That day, he hadn't. 

Feeling the pressure, Escobar again changed tactics. The 
bombings stopped, and he began having "conversations" with 
the archbishop of Barranquilla. But the government, which in 
recent years has been distancing itself from the Catholic 
Church, was unimpressed and nothing came of the move. 

As of this writing, Escobar is still "free" but even the most 
cynical observers have to admit it is only a matter of time. But 
what about Los PEPES? "What bothers us about [them]," said 
former Anti-Narcotics Police chief General Rozo Jose Serrano, 
"is that they seem to be taking advantage of the hunt for 
Escobar in order to allow the unification of all Colom¬ 
bian cartels." 

— D.R. 


has been termed “the biggest tax in¬ 
crease in history.” That plan would 
raise a total of $246 billion over a four 
year period — less than half the amount 
spent on narcotics every year! At least 
that money is slated to be spent to 
reduce the deficit and improve the 
nation’s infrastructure and industrial 
base — but the vast preponderance of 
drug money is simply bled away from 
the United States. And yet no govern¬ 
ment agency has, publicly at least, 
made a study of the economic impact 
of such a mammoth hemorrhage of 
capital If the billions siphoned from 
the American economy were to stay in 
legitimate circulation, the taxes gener¬ 
ated would make the $45.3 million 
Uncle Sam spent in Colombian anti- 
drug efforts in 1992 pale by compari¬ 
son — not to mention the billions lost 
nationally to increased law-enforce¬ 
ment costs and caring for the addicted 
and nonproductive. 

Although not a panacea for the drug 
problem, American anti-narcotics aid 
in Colombia has been generally well 


spent, with 90% going to the police 
and the remaining 10% split among 
the DAS (Secret Service), the National 
Drug Policy Council and for general 
support on 
anti-drug ac¬ 
tivities. Of the 
90% that went 
to the police, 
roughly 60% 
went for the 
purchase of 
helicopters, ve¬ 
hicles, spares 
and base con¬ 
struction; some 
25% went for 
operational 
costs such as 
fuel and ra¬ 
dons. Roughly 
15% was ex¬ 
pended for 
training, 
mostly for helicopter pilots. 

In 1992, more than 250 Colombian 
pilots received an aggregate of 2,200 


student-weeks of training at Fort 
Banning, Georgia, Aviation mechan¬ 
ics also receive training under the aid 
programs, although there is still a short¬ 
age of certi¬ 
fied personnel 
to keep the 
Bell 212 
choppers and 
five Turbo- 
Thrush fixed- 
wing craft fly¬ 
ing. Anti-nar¬ 
cotics person¬ 
nel also re¬ 
ceive psyops 
training at 
Fort Benning, 
although pro¬ 
posed training 
of rural med¬ 
ics to treat lo¬ 
cals as part of 
a “hearts and 
minds” strategy is in jeopardy if aid 
funds are slashed. 

U.S. aid in support of these pro- 



Rival drug lords, honest police and judges, 
recalcitrant politicians — all are targets of 
assassination. “Collateral damage’’ in the drug 
war is considerable: This Bogota car bomb blast 
last April — of which Pablo Escobar was accused 
— killed 10 in a shopping center, wounded 200. 
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grams was $29.8 million in 1990, which 
was increased to $33.1 million in 1991 
and grew to $45.3 million in 1992. As 
of 1 April 1993, only $25 million in 
State Department funds have been ear¬ 
marked for these programs. 

War With No Allies 

What’s more, senior U.S. intelli¬ 
gence sources report that every single 
country in Latin 
America is now in¬ 
volved in the ille¬ 
gal drug trade, ei¬ 
ther as a producer, 
shipper or money 
launderer — not to 
mention countries 
in the Middle East 
and Asia. Europe, 
too, is involved not 
just in money 
laundering, but 
also in facilitating 
production. Co¬ 
caine processing 
requires huge 
quantities of ether: 

Germany and Hol¬ 
land are happy to 
supply it, no ques¬ 
tions asked. 

Dirty Big 
Secret 

This illicit cash flow has impact far 
beyond the weakening of the U.S. 
economy. It also distorts the econo¬ 
mies, politics and moralities of the 
countries that receive it. A top-secret 
report prepared by an intelligence 
agency in a South American country 
(not Colombia) states, “We have docu¬ 
mented numerous companies in [the 
capital — names deleted by author to 
protect the source] that are acting as 
front companies for the Cali cartel. 
These companies vary from small re¬ 
tail operations ... to multi-million dol¬ 
lar companies. The objective of these 
companies is to legitimize narco-dol- 
lars and funnel the money back to the 
traffickers’ accounts in Colombia. 
Many of these companies were origi¬ 
nally legitimate companies competing 
legitimately on the open market. An 
example of this is [company name]. 
This was a legitimate multi-million dol¬ 
lar [commodity] company located in 
[the capital] until it was purchased by 
[a man] who utilized the company to 
launder money. By charging far less 
for its services they were able to bank¬ 
rupt other similar but legitimate [com¬ 
modity] service companies.” 


The political situation in Latin 
America, although much better in re¬ 
cent years, is fragile at best and can 
hardly be improved by the easy access 
to literally hundreds of millions of dol¬ 
lars in “hot money.” Speaking of the 
leading contenders in an upcoming 
presidential election for a South Ameri¬ 
can country, a western diplomat with 
more than five years’ experience told 
SOF , ‘'They’re all 
dirty [with drug 
money]. I shudder 
to think what will 
happen to this 
country. I’m glad 
1 won’t be here 
to see it.” 

Latin America 
is not the only 
place to be af¬ 
fected by drug- 
funded violence. 
The newly inde¬ 
pendent nations 
that comprised the 
southern states of 
the former Soviet 
Union probably 
will become ma¬ 
jor players in the 
narcotics industry. 
As increased fight¬ 
ing among ethnic 
groups bums off 
previously stockpiled arms and am¬ 
munition, the combatants may well 
turn to drug trafficking to purchase the 
weapons that their shattered economies 
cannot afford. This area of the world 
has a long history of opium poppy cul¬ 
tivation — and a smuggling tradition 
that is not likely to be ignored by those 
hungry for cash. 

The Great Corruplor 

Eastern Europe, too, will probably 
continue its involvement in drug traf¬ 
ficking. Countries like Bulgaria have 
long specialized in arms-for-drugs 
transactions. Through a front organi¬ 
zation called Kinlex , Bulgarian State 
Security ran such an operation for more 
than 20 years, working closely with 
the KGB to fund and arm various ter¬ 
rorist organizations such as the PLO. 
Communism may have collapsed, but 
as one narco-terrorism expert puts it, 
“People with the connections and ex¬ 
pertise are still around. They’re not 
going to say, ‘Well, that’s all over,’ 
and get jobs at McDonalds. They’re 
still players.” 

Nor is Western Europe immune to 
the profound corrupting influence of 



Military police, in hills near Medellin, 
question local coffee grower. 

Pesanos, who have grown and used 
coca leaves for centuries and who 
often lack a viable alternative crop, are 
but financial pawns in other men's 
wars and empires. 


narcotics trafficking. Numerous top 
Italian officials, including a former 
prime minister, are under investiga¬ 
tion for alleged ties to the Sicilian Ma¬ 
fia. The French government, too, may 
be tied to narcotics trafficking. The 
French secret service has long been 
rumored to have a working relation¬ 
ship with drug-smuggling groups op¬ 
erating in Argentina and Venezuela: It 
may be more than coincidence that 
Pablo Escobar has in the past used 
French government officials as inter¬ 
mediaries to send messages to the U.S. 
government. Or that Escobar’s wife 
and two children, fearing for their 
safety, tried unsuccessfully to flee 
to France. 

The Clinton administration’s shift 
of emphasis in the direction of demand 
reduction is entirely sensible from a 
domestic, long-term point of view. But 
the effects of such a policy on world¬ 
wide demand and trafficking patterns 
are diminishing every day as drug use 
expands in Europe and Asia, with ship¬ 
ments and drug money crossing and 
recrossing numerous borders. 

One Bogota-based narcotics analyst 
observed, “If the Clinton administra¬ 
tion, for whatever reason, greatly di¬ 
minishes American anti-drug efforts 
throughout the world, the consequences 
will be severe for everyone.” 

David Rivera is a freelance jour¬ 
nalist based in Colombia. This article 
is the last of three parts dealing with 
the drug war — see also '‘Sometimes 
the Good Guys Lose, ” Nov. *92, and 
“Combating the New Drug Threat, ” 
June *92. Vi 



UZIs, Berettas and autoloaders: With the 
increase in sloppy internecine vendettas 
and escalating violence between drug 
lords and over-extended authorities, 
those Colombians who can afford it 
have hired their own private security. 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 

Continued from page 3 

dum to Members of the Gun Con¬ 
trol Committee.” Bracketed portions are 
paraphrased for space reasons, and 
all grammatical errors are included: 

June 11,1993 

MEMORANDUM TO MEMBERS 
OF THE GUN CONTROL 
COMMITTEE 
RE: FINAL PROPOSED 
POSITION OF COMMITTEE 
Attached is a copy of our 
memorandum which forwarded the 
committee’s final proposed position 
to the Director. We forwarded the 
memorandum up the chain of 
comment on or about the date of 
the memorandum. For your 
information, the Director now has 
the original of this memorandum, 
but as of today we have not been 
informed that he has approved it. 

Set forth below is the group’s 
proposed position, preceded by an 
introductory statement for the 
position drafted by my staff. For your 
information, we then provide a brief 
statement of the basis for the 
inclusion of each of the six elements 
of the policy. Finally, we recommend 
the adoption of each of the six 
elements, as well as additional 
actions that we believe are 
appropriate at this time. 

FBI POSITION REGARDING, 
GUN CONTROL, .ny 
Introduction: ... ~ • v 

The FBI does not comment 
publicly on matters,that are the 
subject of politiclly|gp|e i .Th.e 
reasons for this poliqrare obvious 
§"d /°jgf» thfe p||fcipal 
Federal law enforcement agency, 
the FBI mustboth remain apart from 1 
politics/jehd be perceived as such 
by the #rneee|p.| pep^ie. If the FBI 
create^! aH$$j&h#erc option' that 
it is engaged, in partisan politics, it 
would destroy the.confidence of the 
Executive Branch, the Congress 
and the American-people that the 
FBI will investigate crimes against 
the United States wherever such 
investigations may lead. 

After careful consideration, and 
with the full support of the FBI’s 
executive leadership, I believe that 
an extraordinary, singular departure 
from this policy is necessary. The 
proliferation of firearms in our society 


and the use of firearms as 
instrumentalities of violent crime is 
of deep concern to the FBI. 
[Followed by four paragraphs of 
gun-related crime statistics.] 

The deaths and serious injuries 
suffered by Federal, state and local 
law enforceent officers from armed 
violent criminals must be addressed 
more effectively. Additionally, the 
staggering number of deaths and 
traumatic injuries in American 
society, particularly among our 
young people, caused by firearms 
have made gun control a national 
public health crisis . [Followed by two 
paragraphs of gun-related crime 
statistics.] 

“We strongly A) 
recommend th+j§j$ 
immediate enactrmm, 
of the Brady bill/’j 
— FBI memo 


We do agflrtake this | 
position onguq control lightl 
recognize^that the FBI yv 
criticized for taking a . Dosrti 


criticized tor fgk;||»i«||p^ition on. 
this ip|fEii|lyXe1jgt#Jssue and* 
may b& fubjecr to pressure to 
comment upon other issues of public 
dpbate. We will resist that pressure. 
The need to adequately control the 
possession, transfer and use in 
criminal activit^^^rearms is an 
e.lraordinary, unijjje issue in our 
society. The time-has come for the 
FBI to. participate, as the leader in 
the law enforcement community, in 
the efforts to reduce the scourge of 
gun related violence in our society. 

Position: 

y ?The FBI has adopted the 
following position on gun control: 

We favor the licensing of 
handguns and mandatory training 
for persons who wish to obtain a 
handgun license. We believe 
handguns ar< > inherently dangerous. 
Licensing and training requirements 
would be consistent with the 
obligations attendant to other 
activities, such as operating a motor 
vehicle. In conjunction with licensing 
and training requirements, we 
recommend a statutory system 
pursuant to which, for a specified 
period of time, persons may receive 
appropriate reimbursement upon 
voluntarily turning firearms over to 


law enforcement authorities. 

2. We strongly recommend the 
immediate enactment of the Brady 
bill. We believe that the core 
concepts embodied in the Brady bill, 
including the presentation of 
adequate identification by a person 
seeking to purchase a handgun and 
a record check to ensure that the 
receipt or possession of a handgun 
by the purchaser would not violate 
Federal, state or local law are 

■ ue steps 

regulation 

handguns. 

complete 

transfer, 

lossession 

complete 
lession of 
r The only 

exceptions to such a ban should be 
selling to the U.S. 
tary,;^pl|*.law enforcement 
fepii|encies. ipBalso favor amending 
%ij pl^Bwws to define armor 
^^ l^^rammunition based upon 
x ^^ffifence standards, not composition. 
^ We recommend a reallocation 
Sfopf existing resources to increase the 
P# regulation and oversight of federally 
? licensed firearms dealers, importers, 
manufacturers, and collectors. This 
increased regulation and oversight 
should include: a substantial annual 
fee for the issuance of a Federal 
firearms license (FFL); requiring an 
existing place of business before 
an FFL to conduct firearms business 
could be issued; requiring applicants 
for FFLs to appear in person and 
be fingerprinted; requiring applicants 
for FFLs to provide proof that they 
have met all applicable state and/or 
local laws and regulations pertaining 
to gun dealers; increasing the 
frequency with which Federal 
authorities may inspect the inventory 
and records of FFL holders; and 
reallocating resources within 
appropriate agencies to ensure that 
increased inspections are in fact 
conducted. 

6. The FBI will continue to afford 
a high priority to investigations of 
interstate thefts of firearms and 
unlawful trafficking in firearms. We 
urge appropriate Federal, state and 
local law enforcement agencies to 
increase efforts against these 
activities. 

Continued on page 66 
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SOUTH AFRICAN SS-77 

Conf/nuec/ from page 40 

aperture in the down position for ranges 
from 200 to 800 meters, in 100-meter 
increments with a sight radius of 32.64 
inches. When raised, the sight radius 
is reduced to 29.88 inches. An open U- 
notch is used for ranges from 800 to 
1,800 meters, again in 100-meter in¬ 
crements. 

The numerals “2,” “4” and “6” are 
engraved on the left side of the sight to 
indicate distances of 200,400 and 600 
meters, respectively. This small fea¬ 
ture is of significant benefit to the as¬ 
sistant gunner during fire redirect; it 
illustrates the type of combat experi¬ 
enced user input that has become a 
hallmark of South African weaponry. 

Two dot-type beta lights in the rear 
sight can be aligned with a single-dot 
beta light of the flip-up type on the 
front sight for subdued light or night 
firing. In addition, the sophisticated 
H-019 long-range dial sight can be 
mounted to the receiver for indirect 
fire from defilade along fixed lines. 

Ergonomics played no small role in 
the development of the SS-77’s 
buttstock, which passed through three 
stages. First prototypes carried the Galil 
(R4) buttstock. Subsequently, a skel¬ 
etonized nylon-over-steel stock, at¬ 
tached to the receiver by two steel 
rods, was tested. In its final configura¬ 
tion, nylon was injection-molded over 
steel pins integral with the stock’s in¬ 
vestment-cast hinge. After depressing 
the spring-loaded latch button, the stock 
folds to the left, pivoting on the stock 
bracket, which is dovetailed to the end 
of the receiver. The latch spring is 
currently slightly weaker to answer 
early complaints about the difficulty 
of opening and closing the buttstock 
assembly. 

A thick rubber recoil pad is held 
to the buttstock by a single screw. 
The stock bracket, another investment 
casting, contains the rear sling loop. 
The two-piece nylon handguard is 
attached to the gas cylinder by two 
screws and nuts. Lock washers in¬ 
stead of Loctite are now used with 
these retaining screws. 

A modified R4 bipod, with feet 
taken from the Bren light machine 
gun, is fixed to a steel block at the 
front end of the gas cylinder. This is 
the best compromise location, as hit 
probability is not sacrificed for the 


sake of lateral mobility. The bipod’s 
non-adjustable tubular steel legs of¬ 
fer a command height of 16.8 inches. 
Rotation from the vertical is 15 de¬ 
grees in either direction. There is a 
hole in the foot of each leg so the 
bipod can be bolted onto the body of 
an armored fighting vehicle to fur¬ 
ther enhance the accuracy potential. 
There is now an additional ridge on 
each foot of the bipod legs to im¬ 
prove gripping. The leg welding has 
also been strengthened. 

There is almost no end to the range 
of accessories available to the SS-77. 
Its two vinyl cleaning pouches contain 
spare parts, large and small plastic oil 
bottles, a cleaning rod, a pull-through, 
chamber and bore brushes, a nylon 
bristle brush, gas port and regulator 
reamers, a broken-case extractor, 
screwdriver and vise grips. A wooden 
chest with a complete set of armorer’s 
tools and gauges is also available. 

A web sling of the FN MAG 58 
type is standard issue. An assault pack 
fabricated from vinyl and steel, hold¬ 
ing 100-plus linked rounds, snaps in 
place onto a stud on the left side of the 
receiver, just below the feed tray. This 
press-fit stud is now further secured by 
a roll pin. Although more comfortable 
than rigid metal or plastic assault packs, 
it will still jab you in the guts on a 
long hump. 

The SS-77 can be mounted on the 
M2 Browning machine-gun tripod, or 
on a lightweight and simplified tripod 
designed by LIW or also onto a modi¬ 
fied FN MAG 58 tripod. Elaborate and 
over-designed, the FN tripod is spring- 
buffered with aluminum two-piece 
legs. While the recoil impulse is some¬ 
what diminished and the accuracy po¬ 
tential at extreme ranges is enhanced, 
this tripod is not cost-effective and is 
far too clumsy for infantry operations. 
Single- or twin-type turret and pedes¬ 
tal mounts are also available. 

Relentless Execution 

We fired the latest version of the 
superb SS-77 GPMG from its bipod, 
also from the lightweight LIW tripod 
and from a twin pedestal mount. Dur¬ 
ing the entire day we spent at a range 
facility provided by the SADF’s 115 
Battalion (See “South Africa’s Shield: 
115 Battalion,” SOF March ’93.), fir¬ 
ing thousands of rounds, there were 
no stoppages of any kind. This was 
no more than expected, as the FN 
MAG 58 feed mechanism and 
PKM gas system have been battle- 



THE 7.62X51mm NATO/.308 WIN. SR-25 SERIES IS 
THE REBIRTH OF THE LEGENDARY AR-10, BUT WITH 
60%PARTS COMMONALITY OFTHE BATTLE PROVEN 
AR 15/M 16. THE SUB-MOA MATCH MODEL IS DE- 
SCRIBEDTO BETHE MOST ACCURATE AUTO-LOADER 
IN ITS CALIBER. THE STANDARD MODEL IS AN AR 15 
CLONE WEIGHING UNDER 9 LBS AND FEATURES A 
REMOVABLE CARRY HANDLE FOR SCOPE MOUNT¬ 
ING CAPABILITIES. SCOPE RINGS ACCESSORIES AND 
DEALER PRICING AVAILABLE. 

KNIGHT’S MANUFACTURING COMPANY 



DEPT. SF, 7750 9TH STREET S.W 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32962 
PHONE: (407) 562-5697 
FAX: (407) 569-2955 
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Brady bill, including the presentation policy recommend the immediate 
of adequate identification by a enactment of the Brady bill. 

Basis for Inclusion of Each person seeking to purchase a 3. That the FBI’s gun control 

Element of Policy: handgun and a criminal history policy recommend a complete 

1. Licensing of Handguns and record check on the purchaser, prohibition on the sale, transfer or 

Mandatory Training. warrant the full support of the FBI. possession of assault firearms. 

The group discussed at length We are hopeful that the Department 4. That the FBI’s gun control 

whether the FBI should recommend will work with the FBI to address policy recommend a complete 

a general ban on the possession of the technical concerns with the prohibition upon the sale, transfer 

handguns. After careful Brady bill identified above. or possession of armor piercing 

consideration, the group concluded 3. Ban of Assault Firearms. ammunition, and a definition of such 

that a proposed ban would not The group recommends a ammunition that is based upon 

receive sufficient support. complete ban upon the possession performance standards, not upon 

Additionally, adopting this element or transfer of assault firearms. This composition, 

in our policy would likely place us would include high capacity, rapid 5. That the^|||s>gun contol policy 

outside the scope of the current debate firing rifles and handguns, as well recomrpe® a|-teallocation of 

over firearms, and thus perhaps as submachine guns. These types existi n^fesi^ es to increase the 

marginalize our overall impact. of firearms are the most destructive reg^jjatieh aqfjovcrsight of federally 

The group instead chose to and possess little or no utility for licensedfirearms dealers, importers, 

recommend that the FBI endorse sport or target shooting. 

mandatory licensing and training for 4. Ban of Armor Piercin g JS^^ . That the control 

those who wish to possess a Ammunition. ^!fj;f|pMcy state that the f i|p!will^Continue 

handgun. We believe that such The group recommends < ^pP^to .afford a highHjpliority to 
requirements would aid existing existing laws relating to armor pierdNfj|' investigations of thefts of firearms 
efforts to control the proliferation of ammunition be strengtneheg’4l||f|fra^terstafte,tshipments, and that 
handguns and criminals’ ready Additionally, the definition of ar^^s" r e d other law 

access to them. We also believe piercing ammunition s|ip g|| jtejias^ ^ ^lTOg:^^|^encie8 afford a high 

that such requirements could build upon performancer sfianclar^i(i.e. ^^ptidri^ft^JiVivestigations of major 
upon the Brady bill, should the latter ability to penetrate body armband theftsi of ,firearms, 

be enacted. its possession*,should be prohibited. ^Jpffat you advise the Attorney 

Within this element, the group 5. Enha ^^S qu ig^i^^p^BG ereral that the FBI is adopting 
also recommends a statutory Oversight public position, 

scheme pursuant to which persons Firearms Dealers. , . . 8. That you advise the President 

would receive compensation in ThegfdyplcqnclUde^lbqtqjjrrent " that the FBI is adopting this public 
exchange for voluntarily turning laws relating'to thegtantifig of position. 

firearms over to law enforcement Federal firearms licenses, anlg ; the 9. That OPCA prepare a 

authorities. regulation of^J|ijj§rs"grsuch communication to all SACs 

2. Brady Bill. ’licenses, are inadequate. This informing them of the policy and 

The group strongly recommends -element of the|jpi|§osed policy providing them with a short 

the immediate enactment of the recommends specific actions to comment period. 

Brady bill. As you know, the FBI strengthen. Federal' regulation of 10. That OPCA develop a media 

has a number of technical concerns federally licensed firearms dealers. strategy to publicize and develop 

with the version of the Brady bill. 6. Afford Priority to Inves- support for the FBI’s position. 

supported by the Administration.’ tigatipns of Major Thefts of -- 

Our concerns include the Firq||ps. I trust all gun owners — anyone 

completeness of. state disposition ^ J|js element states the resolve who holds the Constitution dear — 

records, the adequacy of the ofjhe FBI to continue to afford a would find this as alarming as I do. 

penalties placed upon .those states high priority to investigations of thefts To paraphrase the heroic 

which do not achieve the required of firearms from interstate shipments revolutionary, Paul Revere: To the 

80 percent qf case dispositions in and recommends that other law phones! To the phones! The 

computerized criminal history files, enforcement agencies afford a high bureaucrats are coming! Get on the 

the time allbwed for the Attorney priority to investigations of major phone immediately to your elected 

General to implement a national, thefts of firearms. federal officials, especially those in 

instant criminal background check RECOMMENDATIONS: the U.S. Senate and the House of 

system and the penalties imposed 1. That the FBI’s gun control Representatives. Call the Capitol at 

upon the Department of Justice if policy recommend mandatory (202) 224-3121, ask for the office of 

such system is not certified by the licensing and training for those your public servants and make your 

Attorney General within a specified qualifying to possess a handgun, opinions known. Because what 

time. The FBI has made these as well as a statutory scheme by President Clinton, Sarah Brady of 

concerns known to appropriate which persons would be Handgun Control, Inc., and now, 

officials within the Department. compensated for voluntarily turning alas, even the FBI, want to do with 

Notwithstanding these concerns, firearms over to law enforcement your Second Amendment rights is a 

the Working Group believes that the authorities. clear and present danger to the 

core concepts contained in the 2. That the FBI’s gun control sovereignty of‘We, the People...” X 


66 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SEPTEMBER 93 





12 Hour Professional System 
As used by law enforcement and P.I.’s 

• Installs in minutes • Totally silent operation 

• Instructions included • Attaches anywhere 

• Records BOTH SIDES of conversation 

• Highest fidelity Ions play recorder 

• Telephone interface (FCC approved) with 
modular jack and alligator clips for attaches to 
the telephone line & C-140 cassette tape included 

• Automatic level control and tape counter 

• AC operation with battery back-up 

• One year Warranty • Complete System 

Exclusively from EPPI $399 (ship $19) 
Also available: 

Consumer grade telephone recording system, 
complete $195 (ship $12) (Federal Law requires at 
least one party (you) consent to a recording). 


f " ^ C-140 cassettes. Extended Voice/ 

[ Q|pJ Evidence recording. Exclusive! Two (2) for 
IWBmI $10 (ship $2) Ten (10) for $40 (ship $5). 

Know what number was called from a recordingIt 
TOUCH TONE DECODER (TDD) $89 (ship $5). 

Phone Logger II attaches to telephone line, stores up to 
150 outgoing calls: number, time, date, etc. $189 ($10) 


Governments have paid thousands of dollars each for 
previous models. New improved models available in 
simple to assemble (5 min.) kit form. Transmits UHF 
frequency NOT cheap FM. Super-sensitive built-in 
microphone picks up every sound, even a whisper and 
transmits it to a receiver or scanner up to 3,000 ft. away! 

State of the art, surface-mount, UHF crystal 
controlled technology! This Is the real thing!!! 


Match Box TK-500 Telephone kit, Pen kit,$399 
kit, $349 (ship $10) $399 (ship $10) (ship $10) 

Hand held receiver $299 Professional receiver $1500 


Winded hr taung aid experimentation. WABNWG-. Not to be used for wrtptitxxn 
rtnteption of oral communications Sold subject to pubic low 90-151, trtle 111, 10 U.S.C. 
Section 2511, all local, state and federal rules, regulators, etc. 


******* < * one / how t0 them! 

!YWw surveillance expert reveals trade secrets, step 
step. 60-min. Detailed $49.95 (ship $4) 


Professional Surveillance & Security 

CATALOG i^HI 


Covert Audio & Video 

Tap & Bug Detectors i ,. 

Privacy Devices 

Bulletproof Vests \ k 

Tracking Systems flUk Jfl 

Send $5. Mailed first class. E 

MC, Visa, Amer. Express, C.O.D., Check, M.O. 

( 707 ) 253-7142 

Executive Protection Products Inc. 
1325 Imola Avenue West #504-5 
Napa, California 94559 

FAX<7P7> 253-7149. Expert orders accepted 


proven for decades. 

Perceived recoil of the SS-77 when 
shoulder-mounted and fired off the 
bipod is extremely low, due in no small 
measure to the excellent recoil pad 
attached to the buttstock. With an 
empty weight of just 3.5 pounds more 
than the PKM’s 17.5 pounds, the SS- 
77 handles and carries more comfort¬ 
ably than either the FN MAG 58 or the 
M60. Accuracy potential and hit prob¬ 
ability are both significantly higher than 
can be obtained with the PKM. Muzzle 
climb is almost imperceptible during 
short burst sequences. 

During sustained fire, the 
handguards became quite hot. Without 
frequent barrel changes, no air-cooled 
GPMG can serve adequately in the 
sustained-fire role. But how often to¬ 
day are machine guns employed to fire 
along fixed lines for long periods of 
time, or from defilade positions on 
highly stable ground mounts? These 
techniques are not only contrary to 
modem tactical doctrine, but long gone 
from the operators’ data banks. 

Machine guns of this type, cham¬ 
bered for standard-size .30 caliber car¬ 
tridges, will continue to serve effec¬ 
tively at battalion levels well into the 
foreseeable future. The U.S. Marine 
Corps has just abandoned the M60 se¬ 
ries entirely to adopt a ground version 
of the M240 (a coaxial model of the 
FN MAG 58). 

Certainly, the SS-77 is capable of 
laying down an effective base of fire 
at the squad and platoon level as well. 
But is it too heavy when compared to 
5.56x45mm NATO caliber SAWs 
(Squad Automatic Weapons) like the 
M249? In some combat environments, 
where fire and movement of ground 
forces is paramount, it might be. 

However, the SADF and armed 
forces of other African and Middle 
Eastern nations fight mainly from ar¬ 
mored fighting vehicles across flat, 
largely open terrain. In this environ¬ 
ment, the 7.62x51mm NATO cartridge 
remains obviously superior. Also, 
GPMGs and SAWs should be deployed 
on the battlefield in a complementary 
manner, not viewed as tactical 
competitors. 

In my opinion, the GPMG concept 
has reached its highest level of devel¬ 
opment with the SS-77. Now in ser¬ 
vice with the SADF and by armed 
forces of several other countries, the 
SS-77 is arguably the finest GPMG 
ever manufactured.^ 



AND MANY MORE 

Prices Starting at $19.95 


Send $2.00 For Catalog 

IISJL MAGAZINES 

P.O. Box 39115 
Downey, CA 90241 

800-USA-2577 
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NIGHT VISION 



rtjjSfe _. 

5 6 a9 ' T3C-2 

NIGHT 
VISION SCOPE 

is a factory new, genuine 
Russian issued starlight system 
that is currently in use among both the 
Ministry of Interiors Police and the Cities MiStia 
throughout the former Soviet Union. Manufactured in 
Western Siberia, the T3C-2 offers the latest Russian 
technology in night time resolution. No other night vision 
system on the market compares in quality and price! 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

Max. Light Amplification . 1500 x 

Magnification . 2.3 x 

Objective Lens Aperature . 1:2 

Primary Focus Objective . 100 mm 

Eye Piece Objective . 45.5 mm 

Power Supply . Two'AA’ Batteries 

Voltage . 3 volts 

Construction . Blk. Anodized Lt. Wt. Alloy 

Dim./ Wt . 10'X 2.5'X 7'/ 2lbs 

FACTORY DIRECT Q ONLY $495.00 

Plus $8.00/each S & H. CA add 7.75% tax 

30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 

Call Now For Immediate Delivery 

1(800) 428-7825 ext. 313 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

or send check or money order to: 

MORO INT’L 219 Broadway, Suite 307 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 U.S.A. 


SHADOW DAGGERS 



M50 


Beautifully wicked full-tang 
high polished blades 
wrought from solid 
420 stainless steel. 
Chrome plated, 
zinc alloy, mirror 
finished pommel 
and guard with 
stainless wire- 
wrapped grip. 
Each comes with 
custom stitched 
split leather 
sheath with 
belt/boot clip. 

#M50 

SILVER SHADOW 
double-edged 
overall: 13" $54.95 

* M49 

DOUBLE SHADOW 
split doublr-edged 
overall: 11" $69.95 

Plus $4.50/each S & H 
CA add 7.75% tax 

30-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEEl 


Call Now For Immediate Delivery 

1(800) 428-7825 ext. 313 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

or send check or money order to: 
MORO INT'L 219 Broadway, Suite 307 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 U.S.A. 
(DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME) 


SOMALIA 

Continued from page 34 

so we concentrated on the truck. It 
lurched back, then sped up and 
un-assed the AO. We turned to take 
out Sammies firing from the prison, 
but they also got away. I called in a 
sitrep while the whole platoon linked 
up at our squad’s location before 
moving to clear the prison — it 
turned up dry. 

This incident was our last risky epi¬ 
sode in Operation Restore Hope. Our 
platoon left Somalia on 1 April. Plans 
were for 1st Battalion to head for Puerto 
Rico, where the spring Ocean Venture 
exercises were scheduled for May; the 
battalion wanted its scout platoon re¬ 
turned from 2nd Battalion. What a way 
for us to go home, just in time to turn 
around for another deployment, this 
time to play army. 

Bogus Recognition 

Appropriate commendation for our 
efforts in Somalia is apparently not 
forthcoming. Thus far, our command¬ 
ers in the Somalia mission’s Joint Task 
Force have severely limited awards al¬ 
lotted to each company of U.S. Army 
vets of Operation Restore Hope to: 

• 20 Department of the Army 
Certificates of Achievement 

• 10 Army Achievement Medals 

• Six Army Commendation Medals 

I know the men of my platoon de¬ 
serve better recognition. Every one of 
them was involved in at least one 
firefight. Every man acted with valor 
and took part in at least one confirmed 
kill — close and personal. We were 
lucky, we were quick, we had superior 
technology and they were dead. We 
all deserve the Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge (CIB), one award showing we 
played in the game for real. 

According to the most stringent CIB 
award criteria, employed on the DMZ 
in Korea prior to 4 January 1969, an 
infantryman had to be in five firefights 
and be authorized hostile fire pay for 
60 days while assigned to an infantry 
unit of company size or smaller. We 
met all these criteria and then some. 

Not to take credit away from any¬ 
one who served in Grenada, Panama 
or the Persian Gulf, but all most of 
them had to do was show up. There 
were plenty of folks in those hostilities 
who never fired a round and are sport¬ 
ing CIBs today. 

After writing for assistance from 


my congressman this past spring re¬ 
garding CIB recognition for my 
platoon, I was referred to the Depart¬ 
ment of the Army’s Military Awards 
Branch, eventually receiving a letter 
from Lieutenant Colonel Patricia A. 
Sigle, branch chief. 

Sigle informed me that the U.S. 
deputy secretary of defense designated 
the U.S. armed forces’ role in Somalia 
as a contingency operation (on 8 De¬ 
cember 1992) supporting a U.N. Secu¬ 
rity Council resolution and, as such, 
“active ground combat was not in¬ 
volved ... ” and wartime award ap¬ 
proval never granted to the senior Army 
commander in Somalia by the secre¬ 
tary of the Army — thus the CIB could 
not be awarded to veterans of Opera¬ 
tion Restore Hope. 

Yet on 17 May this year, award¬ 
ing of the Armed Forces Expedition¬ 
ary Medal was approved for many 
Somalia vets by Gen. Colin Powell, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
including those vets “engaged in ac¬ 
tual combat, or duty which is equally 
as hazardous as combat, during the 
operation with armed opposition, re¬ 
gardless of time in the area.” Powell’s 
acknowledgement of U.S. troops’ per¬ 
formance in ground combat does not 
square with Sigle’s letter. 


A former Ranger and scout sniper, 
Staff Sgt. John Zimmerman leaves ac¬ 
tive duty this month to attend Syracuse 
University. His long-range objective is 
state or federal law enforcement work 
This is his first contribution to SOF.X 


IRIAN JAYA 

Continued from page 51 

Indonesia’s leadership will foreshadow 
a breakup for the empire and allow 
them their long-awaited freedom. But 
if freedom ever does come to the West 
Papuans, many who helped to achieve 
it will not see it. 

Death Before Slavery 

Peter, who snatched the rifle in our 
ambush of the Indonesian patrol, died 
from cerebral malaria one week be¬ 
fore I last left my OPM camp. This is 
not an uncommon form of death for 
rebels who live among New Guinea’s 
malarial swamps. From the time we 
realized the boy had contracted the 
disease, his demise was quick; several 
feverish days later he was dead. 
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As we watched Peter’s body being 
floated downriver for burial, the man 
standing next to me vowed, “We will 
all continue the fight until we win, or 
we will all die trying. This is our land, 
this is not Indonesia. We cannot live 
without our land.” 

Even though the OPM has survived 
30 years and now boasts a larger, more 
heavily armed membership than ever 
before, who can say if its victory is 
closer than at any previous time? Still, 
considering the level of commitment 
OPM fighters and supporters clearly 
have, opposed to the modem war ma¬ 
chine Indonesia fields to combat rebels 
and protect its claim to Irian Jaya’s 
resource-rich lands, it is clear this for¬ 
gotten war is far from over. 

A first-time contributor to SOF, Aus¬ 
tralian army veteran Peter Jones works 
as a freelance writer!photographer. 


MAGIC BULLET 

Continued from page 29 

come from various branches of the 
Department of Defense until the FBI 
ordered 150 rounds of 9x19mm for 
one of its special weapons and tactics 
teams, Findlay told SOF . Unlike any 
Findlay had made before for Flatau’s 
Army testing, the FBI order specified 
that these rounds be tipped with a high- 
density, polyethylene feed guide to 
improve rapid, jam-free chambering 
in weapons with high cyclic rates. The 
bullets were tipped especially with the 
H&K MP5 SMG in mind, Flatau said. 

“This was all R&D-type [research 
and development] ammunition,” said 
Findlay, whose company then special¬ 
ized in small, fast-pay R&D contracts 
for the federal government. Like Flatau, 
he regularly dealt with small lots of 
ammunition specifically ordered for 
small arms by special operations units. 
But like almost all of that ammo, 
Flatau’s 9mm tubular bullets were 
“never a production item in any form.” 

[There was one larger Army con¬ 
tract about that time placed with 
Guilford, records show: 100,000 rounds 
of Annular-Nosed, Solid-Base (ANSB) 
ammunition. Ordered by a different 
section of the Army’s Weapon Sys¬ 
tems Concept Office than for which 
Flatau worked, the ANSB was a steel 
hollow-point round which was initially 
classified. Findlay said his only knowl¬ 
edge of the end-user was that it was a 
special operations unit. SOF sources 
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indicate the rounds were made for the 
Delta Team and the Intelligence Sup¬ 
port Activity (ISA).] 

Flatau’s tubular ammunition con¬ 
cept — but not the highly lethal steel 
variation — finally found its way into 
the marketplace. Pan Metal Corp. 
(PMC) of South Korea, which has a 
facility in Nevada, obtained the design 
without realizing it was patented. In 1986, 
President Reagan signed a bill outlawing 
the manufacture or importation of any 
steel bullets capable of penetrating Level 
II body armor. PMC decided to market a 
tubular bullet in the United States made 
of ductile copper. 

PMC, which runs the largest cop¬ 
per and brass mill in the world, ac¬ 
quired Flatau’s design without his per¬ 
mission. When he confronted PMC 
management, they implied that they 
had legal resources for lengthy nego¬ 
tiations. Flatau then made a license 
agreement with PMC. They ignored 
his advice to consider .45 and 9mm, 
which Flatau considered as potentially 
a larger market. Instead PMC manu¬ 
factured their copper-tubed bullets in 
.38-and .44-caliber for revolvers. Mar¬ 
keted as the “Ultramag,” PMC’s tubu¬ 
lar copper rounds initially sold very 
well and but later had reduced sales and 
were ultimately discontinued. 

Freebies - To Feds Only 

PMC then returned its license to 
Flatau so he had the rights free and 
clear, other than the U.S. government 
retaining for itself royalty-free use. 

Could the tubular steel round dug 
out of an ATF agent in Waco have 
come from a Branch Davidian gun? 

“They were only made for the 
United States government,” Findlay 
said. “It’s highly unlikely this bullet 
could be found outside government 
channels.” 

Indeed. When SOF, with a lot of 
help from some good friends, tracked 
down sample rounds for this story, they 
ultimately came from a federal gov¬ 
ernment source, who naturally wishes 
to remain unknown. Our samples in¬ 
cluded the 9x19mm tubular steel round 
made for the Army, which was loaded 
in preprimed Winchester brass; the 
plastic-tipped version made for the FBI, 
with a GEA headstamp; and variations 
of the ANSB bullets made for Delta 
and the ISA, also with GEA headstamps. 

Is the federal government — or any 
of its many agencies and bureaus — 
technically capable of making more 
rounds on its own? 

“Certainly,” said Findlay. “But 


I’m not aware of it.” 

But keenly aware of the proported 
lethality of Flatau’s tubular steel bul¬ 
let, if any federal law enforcement bu¬ 
reau or agency did want such a tactical 
advantage — but wanted distribution 
tightly controlled — making its own 
ammo in secret “would definitely be 
the way to go.” 

A former SOF staffer , James L. 
Pate covered various aspects of the 
Waco story from ground zero , and 
continues to delve into M the rest of 
the story .” T A 


LONG ON BALLS 

Continued from page 47 

wires. Enormous scorpions and poi¬ 
sonous spiders, placed in matchboxes 
with trip wires, would dump free when 
a wire was dislodged. The VC even 
booby-trapped the bodies of their dead. 
Bamboo vipers, tied by their tails to 
pieces of bamboo stuck in tunnel ceil¬ 
ings, hung down ready to strike any¬ 
one in range. 

“A man crawling through a tunnel 
intent on ground booby traps makes an 
unwary target for a snake pretty upset 
at life in general, ready to strike any¬ 
thing after hanging for a day or two. 
Using our knives, we became adept at 
severing snake heads. If the tunnel was 
booby-trapped, there were never more 
than one or two per tunnel. It wasn’t 
like a Disneyland theme park, a thrill a 
minute. The VC figured a booby trap 
would serve its purpose.” 

Buried Tanks & 

Sewing Machines 

Tunnel rat missions, an average of 
two per week, were rarely accom¬ 
plished in a day. Ellis completed a 
day’s work before dark, as he didn’t 
want his men exiting at night when 
friendly infantry couldn’t identify 
them. In order to insure that VC didn’t 
enter the tunnel under exploration, Ellis 
sprinkled white louse powder, which 
the VC couldn’t pass without disturbing, 
at the tunnel’s portal and extremity. 

Tunnels yielded medicine, food, am¬ 
munition, financial records, a Singer 
sewing machine, and even a mortar 
which the VC took apart to store at 
night. Two 40-year-old 105mm field 
guns were found by rats in one set of 
underground chambers. One company 
found, buried 6 feet down, an M-48 
tank stolen from a South Vietnamese 
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unit north of Lai Khe. The VC used 
the tank as a command center. 

Destroying a tunnel wasn’t easy: 
Explosives were placed at major seg¬ 
ments but Ellis, concerned the VC 
would dig out portions for reuse, 
packed bags of CS powder in areas 
adjacent to where charges had been 
set. When they were detonated the CS 
impregnated the soil, and the tunnel 
remained contaminated. 

“A prisoner would have been of 
immense value, but we were never able 
to get a man alive... If the military had 
realized the extensive use the VC made 
of these tunnels and mounted a con¬ 
certed effort to combat them, it might 
have ultimately changed the tide of 
battle. The tunnels represented their 
last bastion; we had taken the war to 
their level,” Ellis said. 

Interviewed by Morley Safer on 
CBS’ 60 Minutes in 1985, Ellis, then a 
major, was asked, “What kind of man 
does it take to be a tunnel rat?” Ellis’ 
response of, “One long on balls and 
short on brains,” won the approval of 
the other tunnel rats. Yet Ellis, now a 
lieutenant colonel at Headquarters 
Forces Command, Fort McPherson, 
Georgia, feels he and his men didn’t 
hold a franchise on courage. 

“I had the greatest respect for the 
VC. That doesn’t mean I liked him, 
but you have to respect a person who 
has the ability to kill you. If you lose 
that respect, that’s when you become 
careless. They were brave young men, 
just as ours were. When I interviewed 
a man to become a tunnel rat, I asked 
if he was afraid. The guy who tells you 
he’s not afraid is either lying or a reck¬ 
less individual. Our business under¬ 
ground was such that each of us had an 
interdependence. I wanted somebody 
to own up to the fact that ‘yes, I’m 
afraid,’ because when you’re afraid, 
you’re careful. Everybody experiences 
fear at some point ... It’s only when 
you allow fear to rule your life, that 
you become a coward. If you recog¬ 
nize that the situation is dangerous, 
that you’re afraid, but you can control 
your fear, then you’re a cautious per¬ 
son, the kind of person I was looking 
for to be a tunnel rat. I guess if you 
overcome the paralysis that fear repre¬ 
sents and use it to your advantage, 
then some people might call that — 
courage.” 

Georgia-based freelancer L. R. Dick 
extensively interviewed Lt. Col Randy 
Ellis for this articled 
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cost of body armor.” 

•Re-enactments: The OTA report 
states that “re-enactments are a 
uniquely valuable\ ethical tool for in¬ 
vestigating the safety guaranteed by 
the existing NIJ standard , and for as¬ 
sessing alternative tests. In particular , 
they could provide the data required 
to estimate whether the 44mm BFS 
limit is more stringent than required ... ” 

The OTA report also notes that NITs 
“drop test” — specified to check the 
consistency of the clay backing mate¬ 
rial — “does not assure that backface 
signatures produced in different back¬ 
ing materials behind similar armors 
by similar bullets impacting at similar 
velocities will be the same. ” 

•Wet-Testing: Antiballistic fiber 
loses up to half of its ballistic resis¬ 
tance when wet; full resistance usually 
returns when the garment dries. NIJ 
critics claim the requirement that vests 
be waterproof is unnecessary in most 
cases and makes the garment so much 
hotter to wear it is less likely to 
be worn. 

Fackler wrote that the OTA felt that 
testing vests while wet, rather than be¬ 
ing a mandatory part of the test, would 
best be left to the discretion of the vest 
purchaser. “If any department felt a 
need for such testing (which doubles 
the cost), it could be requested,” con¬ 
cluded Fackler. Fackler, Davis and oth¬ 
ers have charged that a waterproofing 
requirement has actually cost officers 
lives because the excessive heat reten¬ 
tion results in decisions not to wear vests. 

Boyd countered that “The OTA re¬ 
port makes no recommendation with 
regard to wet-testing. It just says that 
‘revising the NIJ standard to allow ar¬ 
mor to be tested wet or dry would 
allow purchasers to choose armor ... 
considering local and personal factors, 
such as climate and type of duty.’ ” 

“If the NIJ test were amended to 
make wet-testing optional , ” the OTA 
report said, “ we do not know how much 
greater the risk an officer would face 
wearing dry-certified armor ... There 
is no compelling evidence that requir¬ 
ing wet-testing [would] cost more lives 
than it saves... n 

The repeated charge that NIJ’s stan¬ 
dard is unnecessarily strict may be end¬ 
lessly debated, the OTA report indi¬ 
cates, noting that at what level of pro- 
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tection the standards should be set is a 
political, not scientific, decision. 

Despite this, “We have heard from 
reliable sources that the FBI no longer 
supports the NIJ standard,” Davis, the 
president of Second Chance, said at a 
government-industry conference. “The 
International Association of Chiefs of 
Police has also voted not to support 
the NIJ. The U.S. Army does not sup¬ 
port the NIJ standard. 

“Any bullet can be stopped, any 
standard can be met; the penalty is a 
loss of comfort, the result is dead cops,” 
said Davis, NIJ's most vitriolic critic. 
“The major, fatal flaw ... is that thick¬ 
ness and stiffness are rewarded while 
comfort is punished. 

“The NIJ has used one of the oldest 
tricks in politics, which is to create an 
artificial ‘crisis' and then offer a 
pseudo-solution which benefits the 
people who offer it by giving them 
more money and more power,” Davis 
said. “It's just one more example of 
NIJ’s incompetence. 

“These are the same people who 
created the Relative Incapacitation In¬ 
dex, which stated that a 9mm hollow- 
point was six times better than a .45 
for stopping a man, that a round-nosed 
lead .38 is a better man-stopper than a 
.45,” he complained. “The FBI had the 
blood of six brave agents, dead and 
wounded, splattered all over a Miami 
street when their 9mm hollow-points 
failed and their NIJ-approved, water¬ 
proofed body armor wasn’t worn.” 

Davis cited another NIJ test stan¬ 
dard program, one for handguns and 
shotguns: “Every weapon used by law 
enforcement failed the standard estab¬ 
lished by NIJ,” said Davis. “What does 
that tell you about their technical com¬ 
petence? Should we continue to spend 
$24 million per year to fund an organi¬ 
zation staffed by people whose egos 
are more important than police lives? 
Or should the NIJ be abolished?” 

One thing seems certain in the con¬ 
troversy. Critics like Fackler, Davis 
and others (only one major manufac¬ 
turer, Point Blank, has sided with NIJ) 
will continue to shoot holes in the NIJ 
body armor standard, calling its scien¬ 
tific methodology “a crap shoot.” 

And, although claiming they are 
willing to be convinced, bureaucrats at 
NIJ yield no ground. 

James L. Pate is a former SOF 
staffer and frequent contributor on a 
variety of topics: For Pate's story on 
ammunition designed to defeat soft 
body armor , see page 28, this issue. 5* 
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There are still a lot of Nicaraguan refugees in 
Honduras. Our main activity the last few years 
has been sending medical and other supplies to 
them, and also to medical projects in Guatema¬ 
la and El Salvador. The need is still there. Too 
many people are dying for lack of simple medic¬ 
al care. 

Medical supplies of most types are still 
urgently needed. We can’t handle items that 
have to be locked up or refrigerated or bulky 
items of equipment. Checks and money orders 
are welcome. None of the funds collected go for 
staff salaries or other administrative expenses. 
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REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Please send UPS and other packages to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
C/O SOF Warehouse 
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Boulder, Colorado 80303 
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For pistol, rifle, only 2-7/8” x 3/4”! 

LATR1 Sub Mini Laser Si te.$174.50 

100,000 Volt STUN GUN 
Mini size, with safety 
switch, made in USA. 

Check local laws for 

n.. STUN2 .^^~"^$S9.50 





I Phone Taping System 

Automatic, ready to use, 
with extended play recorder. TAP20X $129.50 

1 Mi+ Fll Voice \ / 

l//fra-sensitive, hi perf kit, {lZ Jiff' 

XFM300.$19^0Tjr^^ 1 a 

Also: 1 Ui+ Automatic Phone FM Xmitter KH - 
xmits 2 sides of conversation XTL300 $19.50 

FREE With any Order for Products Above: 
Explosive Paint Plans! 2 part mix, label¬ 
led dangerous. TRI1 Plans.reg. $5.00 

Amazing Concepts 

• ORDERS: 800-221-1705 • FAX 603-672-5406 
Send Check, Cash, Money Order, COD, MC, Visa to: 
Dept SF, PO Box 719, Amherst, NH 03031 


NOTICE TO CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may not be lawful for salt In California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale In California ere: 

19. Calioo M-900 Assault Carbine 


A All of tie following riles: 

1. Artomat KaJaamkovs (AK) series 

2. U2 and GaW 

3. Beretta AR-70 (SC-70) 

4. CETNEC3 

5. Colt AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 

6. Daewoo K-1.K-2. Max 1 and Max 2. 

7. Fabrique Nationals FN/FAL, FN/LAR aid FNC 

8. FAMAS MAS223 

9. Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and P9G-1 

10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

11. SKS with detachable magazine 

12. SIG AMT, SIG 500 Series, aid SIG PE-57 

13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48 

14. Sterirg MK-6 ana SAR 

15. Steyr AUG 

16. Vhknet M62, M71S and M78 

17. AimaliteAR-1 BO Carbine 

18. Bushmaster Assault Rrte (amgun) 


20. Mandall THE-TAG-1 Carbine 

21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 

22. PJK M-68 Carbine 

23. Weaver Arm Nighthawfc 
R AX of tie following pistols: 

2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 

3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mtchell Arms Spectre Auto 

6. Sterling MK-7 

7. Calloo M-900 

C. All of tie following shotguns: 

1. Ranchi SPAS 12 erdLAV 12 

2. Gilbert Equipment Company Sifter 
12 and SWD Street Sweeper 

1 Encom CM-55 
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SKS 







State-of-the-Art ^ 

♦ Tactical Gear and Accessories * 




Specializing in Submersible Waterproof 
Bags for Communication Equipment, 
Weapons and Gear. 

Write or Call for information and Catalog 


Sportsman 
Tactical Gear 
Wetsuit Repair 
Drysuit Repair 
Military Contracts 


5LACKHAWK INDUSTRIES, INC . 

2413 Bowland Pkwy Ste 102 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 
Phone: 804-486-8254 
FAX:804-486-8286 



Aviation 
Travel Bags 
Custom Designing 
Law Enforcement 
Government Agencies 



Free Mount Included 


OPEN 24 HOURS EVERYDAY 

800-8 54-66S6 Dept. 15 


Pistol Mounts Available For: 


Only; Ream* 

$ 159. 00 


GLGCtfi S&^ 

BERETTA: 92F, 96 FS 
COLT GOVT MODEL: 1911 Frames 
SIG: P 220, 225,226, 228,229 
RUGER: MK2, P 85,89, 90, 91,93 
BROWNING: Hl-Power, Buck Mark 22,5.5 
CZ: 75,85, TAURUS: P 92, 99,100,101 
FIRESTAR: M 40, 43, 45 
• Battery Life approx. 20 Hrs. 

•<5mW; • Range: 300 yards 


Holsters 

Also 

AvaiJahta 


Incredible Quality and Price 

Black or Silver (add $10 for Silver) 

Please call your Dealer or Us 

S&H $6 * UPS Cash C.O.D. $5.00 • 1 Year Warranty 

O RLNC H 

team jncoaporateo 

55 Oak Court, Danville, CA 94526 
Tel 510 - 820-1763 FAX 510 - 820-8738 



The Full-Magazine for the 
Full-Auto Enthusiast 


Subscribe to 
Machine Gun News 
Today! 


Each month you'll find an arsenal of in¬ 
formation in Machine Gun News: interesting 
articles, product reports, ammunition tests, 
industry interviews, legislative updates, 
shows, and shoot events. 

Enjoy regular columns including... 

Raffica - whether it’s differences in parts, 
sources for magazines or functioning 
problems this column shows you how to find 
solutions and also tells you what works well 


and what doesn’t The What's New column 
features the newest products and accessories. 
The Forms column is your “Guide to the 
Class 3 World”. Plus much, much more. 

Subscribe now and take advantage of our 
introductory discount The subscription price 
is $34.95. But for a limited time, you can get 
a year’s subscription for only $29.95. Just use 
the coupon below. Subscribe and save! To 
speed your order, call (501) 623-4951. 



□ 


Yes! Start my subscription to Machine 
Gun News. I’ll receive 12 information 
packed issues for just $29.95! 

M/C, Visa, AmEx # 


name 
address, 
city_ 


Rxp. 

□ Check/Moneyorder enclosed 

To ensure your privacy Machine Gan 
News Is mailed with a protective cover. 

Watch for your first Issue in 4-6 weeks! 


Btat e z ip_ 

Send to: Machine Gun News 

P.O. Box 759, Dept SF9, 
Hot Springs, AR 71902 
Or call: (501) 623-4951. 

Fax order line: FAX5016239832. 


NO GUTS 

Continued from page 54 

long term. For simple reasons of eco¬ 
nomic survival, Croat leaders see them¬ 
selves forced to take some type of of¬ 
fensive military action, as diplomacy 
has not succeeded. 

One example of how UNPROFOR 
timidity leads to actual hostilities was 
the so-called Maslenica bridge inci¬ 
dent. Croatian territory is still geo¬ 
graphically split into two separate 
parts, stemming from the 1991 Serb 
territorial expansion at the Maslenica 
channel, some 30km northeast of the 
coastal city of Zadar. Since the Serbs’ 
partitioning of Croatia, its southern 
communities’ foreign trade or assis¬ 
tance must generally come across the 
Adriatic, a hindrance seriously under¬ 
mining the regional economy. 

In response to this, the southeastern 
Croats initiated a limited offensive in 
January 1993 in order to retake control 
of the Maslenica channel and rebuild 
the bridge destroyed there in 1991. 
Serbs responded by breaking into 
UNPROFOR-controlled facilities at 
gunpoint and seizing all heavy weap¬ 
onry. Suddenly, UNPROFOR troops 
could do nothing but escape to save 
their own lives. The Croats justified 
their Maslenica operation for simple 
reasons of survival — they were forced 
to do it because UNPROFOR didn’t. 

Croatians and Bosnians concede that 
UNPROFOR presence has stopped 
much of the killing. They agree that 
the United Nations is performing an 
important humanitarian function, re¬ 
specting the U.N. soldiers who risk 
their lives to help. But they see no 
progress nor long-term solution pos¬ 
sible considering the rules of engage¬ 
ment U.N. forces must currently oper¬ 
ate under, i.e., “to use force to the 
minimum extent necessary, and nor¬ 
mally only in self-defense.” 

According to Nikica Valentic, the 
Croatian prime minister, there are three 
options for continued UNPROFOR 
deployment. “The first option, the ter¬ 
mination of their mandate, would re¬ 
sult in all-out war. The second, the 
continuation of UNPROFOR’s man¬ 
date under current terms, would again 
yield no results.” Valentic pointed to 
the third option as the only useful one 
— a stronger U.N. mandate of actively 
enforcing terms of the original Vance 

Continued on page 77 
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AFFORDABLE 
LEGENDS 

THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 

See your /oca/' ^ 
dealer or send 
$3.00 for color 


We're 
m proud to 
present our 
semi-automatic .45 
caliber legends. 


Auto-Ordnance Corporation 

Box SF-09, West Hurley, NY 12491 679-7225 





* “iuSr- 


F' • & 

I 44 9 



MS 


mmSM 



DEPT. SF 

2855 Centennial Ave. Redcliff. KY 40160-9000 




. I CARD 


BAIL 
ENFORCEMENT 


SPECIAL IDENTIFICATION 1 

f 

>1 

Si 

5 s 

No. 

77903 

Zi 

^ z 

■ —< 

AGENT 

L _ J 


.510 C203 Bail Enforcement Agent 
Select From These Kits: 


iiili; 


i’-"i$ 11.95| 


'SSSJjJQ 


-Exp. Date- 

24-hour order No. (318) 688-1365 


V U LI LI U 24-hour ortior No. (318) 688- 

VISA M/C CHK MO FAX 9 (318) 688-1387 


I rfrlffliTS l 

WE3EZS 



K-ZF84 
MILITARY 
RANGEFINDING 
RIFLESCOPE 

6 POWER OR 10 POWER 
NATO SPECIFICATIONS 
BALUSTIC CAM SYSTEM 
OTHER RETICLES AVAILABLE 
SPECIAL FFL PRICING AVAILABLE 




P. O. Box 81071, Warwick, Rl 02888 
1-800-7 KAHLES • 401-946-1922 


Z FORCE 


Buy direct from manufacturer. Pepper sprays, personal 
alarms, counterfeit detector pens are also available. 

Assembled in the U.S.A. 


80.000V 80.000V 100.000V 120.000V 

Safety Technology 

1867 Caravan Trail #105 • Jacksonville. FL 32216 

(904)720-2188 • Fax (904) 720-0651 


PRIVATE 

INTELLIGENCE 

SECRETS 


by Jamas L. Drake 
Trick* of tfie trade compiled by over 100 
Intolllganea agent*/ /ns/de Information 
uaually only known to detect/Fes. 
INCLUDES HOW TO: ■■■■■ 

Detect ■ Two-Way Mirror, |Nj£*g| 
Protect Your Privacy, 

Find Out Any Person's 
Dank Balance, Find Missing 
Parsons, Get A Non- H 
traceable Credit Card From I fgMfoflklj 
SwHzarland, Skip-Tracing, I 
Auto Tailing, Spot Lying Gasturaa, 
Conduct Surveillance, Read Burned Documents 
That Hava Tumad to Ash, Low Profile Living, 
Stop Paper Trails, Parform Handwriting 
Analysis, and Much More - GET AN EYEFUL! 
Large BVix 11 format, 112 pp., illus., quality softcover. 
*16.95 plus *2.50 P & H. (First-Class Mall *5.00) 

Catalog of Off-Beat Boofca 11.00. (Catalog Free With Order) 
Sold for Informational purposes only. 

Money-Back Guarantee If Not Delighted. 

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 


Alpha Publications 

P.O. Box 306-H • Sharon Center, OH 44274 


Please send me_copies of Private 

Intelligence Secrets at $16.95 each, 
plus $2.50 P & H, 1st Class $5.00. 

Ohio Residents add Stt* Mm tax 

VIsa/MasterCard Welcome 
FAX (216) 239-1392 


_State__zip_ 


• BRITISH DPM SAS SMOCKS 

• BRITISH DPM PARA SMOCKS 

• BRITISH DPM JACKETS ('68 PAT) 

• BRITISH DPM TROPICAL SUITS 

• BRITISH WOOLEY PULLY’S 

• BRITISH DENISON SMOCKS 

• BRITISH WEBBING PLCE, ‘50, *37 

• BRITISH DPM DESERT SUITS 

• BRITISH RUCKSACKS 

• BRITISH DRESS UNIFORMS 

• BRITISH POLICE KIT 

• BRITISH PARA/SAS 
BERETS/BADGES 

• BRITISH G10 ARMY WATCHES 

• BRITISH W.W. II KIT 



Orders dispatched by air mail £17.99 
1 per order Visa/MC accepted. 


, Send for FREE calatalogue to : Silverman's . 
! (SOF), Mile End, London El 4PS. England I 
I Phone 011-44-71 -790-5257 
■ Credit card orders 0717-900-90 
I Fox 011-44-71-791-0008 I 


CITY_ 

STATE/ZIP 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 

































































































SUPPLY LOCKER 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
n-A” tested In accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 


under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector $220 
Detachable Side Panels $45 
Chest Trauma Plate $35 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc) 

P.O.Box 1754 Dept SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 



I SUCCESSORS TO MUMRICH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #1 7CATALOG 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A BOC + page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

SURFACE FOREIGN tUM W$h +MU 

AIRMAIL WRITE FOB QUOTE; from* g? 


GUN PARTS CORP. BOX SF0993„W HURLEY, NY'12491 
914-679-2417 FAX 914-679-5849 



LE6KMNAIRES 

SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

* 12 ” 

Add $1.05 Hndt. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fukv Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT BK-09-SF 


156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


Don'i net fooled bv Frauds 




Anabolic Muscle Building 


H 1W '>1 


Reolacement 


This product is to be taken orally. 

No harmful side effects. 

S&K Performance Product Boronl 
Can dramatically increase your 
Testosterone levels up to 300%! 
Higher Testosterone means faster, easier mu$cle| 
growth! Greatly enhance your physical 
appearance literally sculpting your own body with) 
huge healthy, hard muscle. 

Get that lean awesome body builder physique 
now with one 3 month cycle for only $15.951 
If you are not completely satisfied 
with the growth you obtain within 15 days 
return it for a full refund. 

Money back guarantee! To get your 
super anabolic growth cycle from: 

S&K Performance Products 
Order Now!!! , 

$15.95+shipping 
1 -800-398-6946 
24hrs. 7 days a week 
C.O.D's welcome add $4.00 shipping. 
Check or money order send with 
$15.95+shipping and handling to: 

S&K Labs, 2637 E. Atlantic Blvd. Suite 101, 
Pompano Beach, FL 33062 


Americas Poster Girl 



LEAHf 


TWO FULL 
COLOR 
22”x 27” 
Limited 
Edition 
Posters that 
captures all 
the beauty (St 
sensual power 
of one of the 
worlds most 
gorgeous 
women. 

GUN, GIRL 


AND POSTER - ALL AMERICAN 


MADE! Order yours today at the 
. of$9. r " ~ 


unbelievably low price c 



95.S&H 
included. 
Indicate 
which poster 
and quantity 
of each you 





Send check 
or money 
order to: 

APGProd. 
(Dept F) 
P.O. Box 
5477 
Mesa, AZ 


85211 


CAPITALIZE 



1 WE CARRY THE BEST LINE OF SECURITY SPRAYS, ||] 

STUN GUNS, PERSONAL SOUND ALARMS, BURGLAR _ 

ALARMS AND MUCH MORE. WE SPECIALIZE IN | 

OFFERING THE BEST SECURITY PRODUCTS AT THE " 

) VERY BEST WHOLESALE PRICES. $3.00 S&H. I 

PERSONAL § 
SOUND B 
ALARM I 

ITO DECIBALSfl 

TAILS* $39.95* 

SAMPLEi B 
$14,951 

INFRASONIC BURGLAR • 
retails ALARMS ■ 

S429.00 


'\ KEY 

ife” chain 

|tj)| 5PRAYER 

RETAILS, 
ij SI 9.95 
,* SAMPLE; 
S9.95 


ELECTRONIC 5TUN GUNS 





SAMPLE* 'S IP 1 !! SAMPLE: B 

$29.95 "^ 0 ***^ S249.0C? 

“fST CALL OR WRITE TODAY! 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO YOUR SUCCESS. “ 
@ CRIME DOES NOT WAIT I WILL YOU? 

L.A. LAW ENFORCERS ■ 

1005 No 1st St,. Dept. SOF 

Yakima, WA 98901 0 

(509) 457-9033 FAX (509) 575-1875 # 


We offer the largest 
selection of BDU's of anyone! 


100% Cotton Rip Stop: Navy Blue, Black, 
Grey, Olive Drab, Tiger Stripe, White, 
Woodland Camo — S29.95 ea. 50/50 Fab¬ 
ric: Urban Camo (with white), Subdued 
Urban Camo (No White), Black, Navy Blue, 
6-Color Desert, and 3-Color Desert $29.95 
ea. (Woodland Camo $26.95 ea.) Brown 
Realtree with leaf $34.95 ea. Blaze Orange 
$33.95 ea XXL add $4.00; XXXL add $6.00 
• Anorack/Pullover Parka: Woodland Camo. Tiger Stripe, 
Black, Navy Khaki, Off-White, Olive Green, Trebark, 6- 


Color Desert and 3-Color Desert__$39.95 

(Brown Realtree with Leaf Camo)..$46.95 

• Olive Drab Jungle Fatigues Cot. Rip Stop 

(Slant Pocket).$29.95 

• Two Pocket Tuck-In BDU Shirt (Black, Woodland 

Camo, Navy, Khaki).....................$29.95 

• Hi-Tec Super Magnum Boots (Black)____$73.95 

• Hi-Tec All Leather Super Magnum Boots 

(Black)__$78.95 

• Desert Storm Boot (Tan). Official Issue.$49.95 

• G.l. Quick Lace Combat Boot.$58.95 

• Speedlace Jungle Boot (Black) Official Issue.$59.95 

• Traditional Olive Drab Jungle Boot ..$56.95 

• Comercial Jungle Boot (Black, Olive Green and...... 

Woodland Camo..$29.95 

• Large G.L Field pack with Frame____ $116.90 

• Military Shorts — Seals, Army, Navy, AF, 

U.S.M.C.$15.95 

• Gerber Stainless Multiplier Tool.$58.95 

(Black)_$63.95 


Mail proper amount plus $4.95 (double for Canada) (TN 
residents add 8.25% sales tax) for shipping & handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC., 



7215 Kingston Pike. Dept., SF. Knoxville, TN 37919 
* ORDER TOLL FREE 1-BOO-521-7977 in TN (615) 
588-5945 Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 
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THE HOUND DOG 


.1 \UFM.1-Yv 

» V WEST ’ 

We’re America's Army & Navy VStore” 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The ‘'HOUND DOG" is a wise investment tor anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the "HOUND DDG" 

The "HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes The "HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The "HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the "HOUND OOG" outperforms 
most other units selling for seveial times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate _ 

Probe- I 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Prolile" 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses Mj —H 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover EJSjBBSSS 

■ How to “Disappear” SSkllilZHa 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU |mj±|a| 

WANT — and MOREI 
Visa/MC: 800-338-8484 R *8 

ONLY $18.95 


For over 65 years the f 

Kaufman name has meant the finest^^*^^Wf 
in genuine military clothing, boots, gear, equipment 
and insignia! Police badges and patches too! 

We specialize in genuine military items. Our 100 
page full color catalog is a blast to read and has been 
acclaimed by Presidents and Heads of State. 

Catalog costs $3.00, Refundable with first order! 


extends to 
16 inches 


SIZE . 1.6x2.4x8.2 INCHES 9 I OU 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 


| 11623 Slater C . Box B410-AP Fountain Valley. CA 92728 

■ Your (□ Regular P&H, $3.00 (Please add 

■ Choice (□ FIRST CLASS,$6.00 toord«M 

| (California residents please add 7.75% sales ]at.\ 

□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

■ Name ___ : _ 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

\ Mmyttom more p o wer f ul than other truttmttwi. 

\ TransrWb up to * mM to any FM radio -Easy to 
Asnmbii U - up to 9V taB«y (not tocL) 

$19.95 

CM 407-725-1000 or Mnd $196.00 (*» $540 flipping tor Hound 
Dog and $19JS end $1 jOO ***** for FM Tranamlnar to USf 
Coip. P.O. Boat 8F-2M2, Matoouma, FL 32902. COCYa OK. For a 


Name _ 
Address 

City _ 

State _ 


AMERICA’S ARMY & NAVY STORE 

1660 Eubank NE • Albuquerque, NM 87112 
(505) 293-2300 * FAX (505) 275-1441 


| Address 
| City _ 
i Stale 


plan — using force when necessary. 

Currently, the inadequate “humani¬ 
tarian” UNPROFOR mandate contin¬ 
ues to generate further theoretical and 
moral dilemmas for the United Na¬ 
tions. Recently, UNPROFOR troops 
found themselves in delicate situations 
at Srebrenica, Zepa, Knin and numer¬ 
ous other places where they have had 
to save Croatian or Muslim civilians’ 
lives by escorting them to safe areas. 
This highly laudable project has in fact 
assisted the Serb policy of ethnic 
cleansing, although there is no doubt 
about the first priority of saving hu¬ 
man lives. 

Such problems are encountered on 
a daily basis during UNPROFOR’s de¬ 
ployment to the former Yugoslavia. 
To be effective and stop the slaughter, 
peacekeeping troops need an active 
mandate allowing them to force imple¬ 
mentation of the United Nations’ will. 
The passive role of observing and ne¬ 
gotiating has proven insufficient and 
humiliating for UNPROFOR, preserv¬ 
ing all the fruits of aggression and chaos 
for the ‘‘Nazis of the ’90s,” while sow¬ 
ing the seeds for a major Balkan war. 

Since Yugoslavia's breakup , SOF 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown has 
twice been in the AO.K 


GIANT WATER BOMB 

Continued from page 54 

engineers were inspecting the 
dam’s wreckage and planning for 
prevention against a total collapse of 
its damaged wall. 

The engineers’ most urgent task was 
to stop erosion from cracks in the 
facility's core or from water which could 
flow over the dam’s crest, a danger 
momentarily offset by two large craters 
in the structure. At the same time, they 
started evacuation of some 3,000 
inhabitants living in a high-risk area 
below the dam. 

By 0800 the next day, an all-out 
effort to fill the two craters was 
underway. More than 3,000 cubic 
meters of quarry rock and gravel 
trucked 18 miles overnight had been 
dumped into the holes before noon. 
After this, a few soldiers and civilians 
went under the dam to open a regulating 
gate for lowering water levels. 

Two weeks later, people living below 
the dam could return to their homes. A 
major catastrophe had been avoided 
due to the blasts concurring with a 
reservoir water level too low (by 10 
feet) to swiftly wash away the 
structure, combined with the Croats’ 
quick response. 


The 200-foot dam is a 32-year-old 
structure of the clay core, rock-fill type. 
At normal operating capacity, it can 
retain 541 million cubic meters of 
water. Below the dam, a 120,000- 
megawatt power plant serves as a 
prime component of the regional 
power grid. Water from the reservoir 
is used for household and agricultural 
purposes by more than 1 million 
consumers. Along with other dams and 
hydroelectric plants on the Cetina River, 
the Perucko facility helps supply utilities 
to dozens of Adriatic islands. 

Even in a war characterized by 
brutality toward civilians, the intended 
consequences of the Serbs' Perucko 
strategy are mind-boggling. That these 
ramifications were fully known is 
irrefutable, as the Serbs possessed a 
top-secret study on the subject 
completed while Croatia was still part 
of Yugoslavia. (This study formed the 
basis for the worst-case scenario 
described at this article’s beginning.) 
The UNPROFOR command, whose 
primary job is to protect civilians, must 
have also had a good idea of the 
disaster potential from a blown Perucko 
dam. Yet in months of "controlling” 
the facility, they chose to not even pull 
the Serbs' detonators - Why? 

- R. C. M. X 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — 2.00 per word per inser¬ 
tion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. Ad 
copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full 
payment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send sample of packet (packets will not be 
returned). Name, address and telephone number are to 
be included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O, Box 
693 - 2 words: 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
Dl. SGT, 20mm. U.S. count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. No personal services ads accepted. We reserve 
the right to refuse, delete or change any copy which we 
determine to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with 
payment to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. Classified Dept.. 
P.O. Box 693. Boulder. CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSI¬ 
FIED ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOL¬ 
DIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT 
VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE¬ 
MENT AND/OR THE LEGALITY OF EVERY 
PRODUCT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PROD¬ 
UCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED BY AN AD¬ 
VERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSISTANCE 
FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING 
DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES 
NOT INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SER¬ 
VICE ADVERTISED TO BE USED IN ANY IL*'l 
LEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is a maga¬ 
zine of national and international distribution. 
There may be products for which sale, posses¬ 
sion or interstate transportation may be re¬ 
stricted, prohibited or subject to special licens¬ 
ing requirements in your state. Purchasers 
should consult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


SAVE 40% OR MOf?E ON YOUR 
NOH.TRACGABIJE CREDIT CARD CALLS 


Save BIQ and your calls cannot be traced . Direct inter¬ 
national dialing-easy to use instructions on debit card. 
You arc now paying a surcharge of $.75 to $1.50 
on alt calls made with an AT&T, MCI or Sprint 
calling card. Our card has no surcharge? 

Excellent quality transmission-no monthly fcc-no 
surchargcs-no operator fecs-Cost just $.335 per 
minute, for domestic calls. International rates depend 
on the country called. 

Try it! To order with Visa or M/C call 1-800-333- 
8856 or mail a money order for $10 to receive a 30 
minute card, $20 for 60 minutes or $50 for 2 1/2 
hours, to 'Calling Card ", 401 Market, #1240 
Shreveport, La. 71101. 



BE A PARALEGAL! 

Attorney-Instructed home study prepares | 
you for an exerting future in America's hot¬ 
test career. Free booklet: 800-223-4542. | 




Ag* 

City 

-State- 

— Zip 


The School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LK171 _ 
6065 Roswell Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 I 


APPAREL 


UNIFORMS FROM AROUND THE WORLD. Camouflage 
Uniforms from over 50 countries. 16 page Catalog $1.00. 
I.M.S.. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (191) 

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE! Austria. Germany BGS, Brit- 
ain. France. Czech.. WWII. Snow + more! Send $1.00 for 
catalog: WWM. 13017 Wisteria Drive #331SF, 
Germantown. MD 20874 (200) 



Full lire time warranty, greatest sale ever. This lone wolf hunting knife 
has a S* surgical stainless steel blade, exquisitely crafted rosewood 
handle A comes with genuine leather sheath. Cuts through skin and 
bone & still holds an edge. Has been featured In Field A Stream. Makes 
an outstanding gift. Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 
Regularly >49.9.1. \ou> only 112.95 + *2.50 delivery. 

Thunderbolt Knife Sales 

_Box 1222-SOF - Andrews. TX 79714-1222_ 



AMERICA’S FASTEST GROWING INVESTI¬ 
GATION INDUSTRY ! learn SKIPTRACING b 
MISSING PERSON INVESTIGATIONS. ATC'S IS 
THE NUMBER ONE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
PROGRAM; PROFESSIONAL TECHNIQUE TO 
TRACKOOWN FUGITIVES, SKIPPERS b MIS¬ 
SING PERSONS. THIS EXCLUSIVE PROGRAM 
HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY PROFESSIONAL BOUNTY 
HUNTERS AS THE "1-2-3 HIDEOUT BUSTER". OVER 
550 PAGES (7 PROF. BOOKS). INCLUDES COMPLE¬ 
TE US b CANADA SEARCH REFERENCES (800 PRI¬ 
VATE b PUBLIC INFO. SOURCES). CHARTS, 
CHECKLISTS, ONLINE DATABASES. THE BEST 
TRAINING PROGRAM ALL AROUND* 


DZ'S OF EXCLUSIVE INVESTIGATION FEATURES. 
STUDY TODAY, START TOMORROW! $50-$100,000 
YEAR!!! START WITH MINIMAL INVESTMENT. PRO¬ 
GRAM COMES WITH "FASTRACK GUIDE TO SUCCES¬ 
SFUL SKIPTRACING" FORMSETS AND MORE!!! 
TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITIES TODAY "IN THIS 
FIELD OF THE FUTURE"!!! 


SEND S3J0B FOR 16 PAGES INFOPACK 1 


ATC: PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN 


TRACKING DOWN FUGITIVES ! 

American Tracing Corp. 


★ 


289 College Street, Burlington, VT0540h8320 


★ 


BEAUTIFUL 
ORIENTAL LADIES 

DESIRE ROMANCE, CORRESPONDENCE! 
Free Details & Color Photo Brochure! 

Pacific Island Connection, P.O. Rox 461875-SF, 

Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Mies N. Fairij*. Itw Angries, Califomte 9004W 

_213-650-1994_ 





AFRICA-K0RP. CAP & GOGGLES 

Gorman 1942 Mtg. ORIGINAL sand & dust goggles, 
still in (her pocket pouch. 

Tan 01c. caps =New REPLICA. State S-M- or 
La Size. Both - Only $39.00 


OVER 40.000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063‘F St. Louis, MO 63158 


S.E.A.L. TIGERSTRIPE CAMOUFLAGE, Authentic Viet¬ 
nam/Thai Pattern Tigerstripe Suits $72.00, Matching 
Boonte Hats $16.00. I.M.S., Box 21606. Denver, CO 
80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (191) 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin Press 
has been described as "the most dangerous press in 
America." Millions of satisfied readers disagree. Outra¬ 
geous and controversial books and videos on firearms, 
exotic weaponry, unconventional warfare, new identity, 
espionage and investigation, privacy, action careers and 
more! To order our 56-page catalog send $1.00 to: Pala¬ 
din Press. Box 1307-3GST. Boulder, Colorado 00306. 
(303) 443-7250 (194) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK IS NOW AVAILABLE 
AGAIN! Complete, uncensored edition. Send $25 to: Bar¬ 
ricade Books. PO Box 1401-Z, Secaucus. NJ 07096. 
(206) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE — NOW IN SOFT 
COVER — The Most Devastating Manual Ever Pub¬ 
lished! Over 1000 Entries, Completely Cross-Referenced. 
It would take 15 books to Equal the Information Jam- 
Packed in this Giant 8 1/2x11 Volume. $19.95 plus 
$3.50 Shipping/Handling to: ANCHOR PUBLISHING. P.O. 
Box 2630-P. Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard 
orders call 24 hours. (800) 448-6280. Dealer Inquiries 
Invited. (191) 



LARGEST INVENTORY IN THE U.S.A. / 


■ FUU S/ZEUS MEDALS 

• UN AND RVN MEDALS 

• MINIATURE MEDALS 

• OFFICAL RIBBONS 


. SKILL BADGES 
. DISPLAY CASES 
. MANUALS ON 
CLAIMING MEDALS 


RANK BADGES . PATCHES.... ALL GUARANTEED t 
SEND $2.00 TODAY FOR ALL NEW COLOR CATALOG t I 


MEDALS OF AMERICA 

1929S2 FAIRVIEW ROAD 
FOUNTAIN INN ,S.C. 29644 


World's Most Fascinating Police Catalog! 


Send $3.00 for 
Catalog, or Call 
1-900-226-2444 
for RUSH shipment! 
FREE $3.00 Coupon 
Included with 
each catalog! 


NICjnC. Box 5950-FC; Sport, LA 71135; (318) 688-1365 


112 pg. Catalog 
Badges; ID Cards; 
Books; Clothing; 
Ammo;Weapons 
Spy Equip; Posters; 
Hats & morel 


World's Best Catalog! 



TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cauelte or tape 
recorder and your telephone tine. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered. Records tx>th 
sides ol conversation Slops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 



Stfi leu. In. 


$ 19,95 


EACH OirDKM 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmtters. 
Transmits up to * mite to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble M * up to 9V baaery (not iml) 

For catalog ot Transmeters, Voice Scramblers and 
other specttly Items, enclose *2.00 to USI Cap 
CM 407-7B-1OOO or «nd |1UI + HJO 


BOOKS ON AFRICAN WARS, hunting, politics. Cata¬ 
logue $2 write: Lemur Books. P O Box 1645. Alberton, 
1450. SOUTH AFRICA: Fax 011-869-0890 (200) 

SWITCHBLADE-AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS, 
The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter", a 
unique publication for the automatic knife enthusaist, 
NOW in it’s SECOND YEAR! Terrific photos, in-depth 
articles, maintenance and repair tips, the LATEST trends, 
resources for all kinds of automatic knives, free classi¬ 
fied ads and MORE! Send $10. for single issue or $30. 
($36. Foreign) for one year [4 issues) subscription to: 
‘THE NEWSLETTER". 2269 Chestnut Street Suite 212- 
SO. San Francisco. CA 94123 USA. Phone/FAX: (415) 
731-0210. (191) 


SAVE MONEY ON MILITARY BOOKS! Join the old war- 
horses who read Flashpoint: Military Books Reviewed by 
Military Professionals. Hard-hitting appraisals from 
America's top military journals. Sample: $2.00. Gecko 
Press. 5820 West Peoria. Suite 107-54. Dept-SOF. Glen¬ 
dale. AZ 85302. (192) 

DYNAMITE BOOKS - Best books on fireworks and ex¬ 
plosives. exotic weaponry, survival, firearms, martial arts 
and more. Catalog $1.00. Unique Publications. P.O. Box 
120995, New Brighton, MN 55112. (191) 

UNDERGROUND SOURCEBOOK of rare devices and 
knowledge. The Underground is alive and well. Informa¬ 
tion: #365-U9. Penfield. NY 14526-0365. (191) 

CRITTER COOKBOOK - For the insect gourmet. These 
little “buggers" will keep you alive! $7.50 cash/m.o. to 
POWEDERKEG PRESS. P.O. Box 555. Willis, TX 77370. 
(191) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or exist¬ 
ing smalt business. Grants/loans to $500,000. Free re¬ 
corded message: 1-707-449-0600. (KW5) (194) 


78 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SEPTEMBER 93 


























KifW! Telephone PRIVACY PLUS- defeats bugging devices 
and automatic tape recorders on your line . $199.°° 


17 JEWEL 
MOVEMENT 
H20-TIGHT 
TO 150 FEET 
CERTIF. OF 
AUTHENTICITY 
INCLUDED 
_ ONLY 


W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063F St Louis, MO 63158 


+ $4.50 S&H 

1 - 800 - 428-7825 ext. 313 

MORO INTERNATIONAL ....219 BROADWAY 


FOR CATALOG SEND $5.00 TO. 


P.0. Box 337, Buffalo, WY14226 <716) 691-3476 


ORIGINAL COMMANDIERSKI 

SOVIET MILI TARY 
WATCHES /pPW 

• ACTUAL TIMEPIECE --a 

WORN BY THE ^\\ 

SOVIET fU / 1P V »A 

MILITARY fm 11 1 VN 




& COUNTER SURVEILLANCE Electronic Devices 


T\ NAZI GENERALS CAP 

^1°"' ' State... 9.M. or Lg. 3tz» ■ 888.00 
" Shoukter Board*. . 8* - 31.00 

T Cellar Tabs.8at - 18.00 

* ' Com p!ate. . . . Knights cross . 21.00 

V/l Tha Complete Set M STOCK 

al 4 ■ 8137.00 Wi pay postage 


20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS. INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
*\tteo Avaiabte* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 MhratAae Street, DapL S 
Doer Lodge, Montana 50722 — (406) 846-1000 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

MEN — WOMEN — 

TRAIN AT HOME FOR 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 
AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
START YOUR OWN AGENCY 
OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 
LEARN ALL THE LATEST 
TECHNIQUES 
FROM THE 
EXPERTS. 

73 CALL NOW 617-721 -4292 

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171C Park Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 


BUGGED?? 


DIRECT FROM MOSCOW 

blondes, brunettes, redheads. 
Lovely, earnest, eager 
Russian girls on videotape. 

Live interviews! 

Find a new friend and more! 
Tape recording: 619-450-1335. 


MAKE EXCELLENT MONEY as a GUN DEALER! Com¬ 
plete FFL Kit includes everything: Professional Advice. 
Licensing Forms. Regulations. Wholesalers, and “HOW 
TO GET THE BEST BUYS ON GUNS." Guaranteed! 
$3.95+$.50 S+H. RJ Professional Services. 3440 
Youngfield 0204-SF. Wheat Ridge. CO 80033 (191) 


COLLECTORS 


UNITED NATIONS BERETS. Sky Blue Beret with Enam¬ 
elled U.N. Badge Unissued. SPECIAL PRICE $26.00; 
U.N. Inspector s Baseball Caps $20.00: U.N. Identifica¬ 
tion Cards $5.00 A.H.A.. Box 21606, Denver. Co 80221. 

(191) 


WWII RELICS! Cheaper than certain "well-known" relics 
dealers! We beat their prices for flags, daggers, medals, 
helmets. Catalog. $5 (refundable). Telephone: (612) 689- 
1146. Militaria. Box 261-D. Cambridge. MN 55000. (191) 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES. Medals 
and uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kaplans. Box 
890638. Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (192) 


unbelievably widespread! Electronic 
Devices with amazing capabilities can be monitoring your 
telephone and room conversations RIGHT NOW! Are you 
sure you're safe? FREE CATALOG tells you fasti Includes 
Free Bonus details on fantastic opportunities now open in 
Counter-Surveillance field. Exciting, immensely interesting 
and EXTREMELY profita ble (up to $250 hr) full/part -time 
income. Call Now! fta;liTiV»4el>Jw|H[iti|»] 


NAVY ARMS COMPANY 

*V«. 1956. over thirty yean of service" 


Send $2.00 for our 1993 
full color catalog packed 
with replica,sportingand 
military surplus rifles and 
pistols. A complete line 
of arms, ammunition 
and accessories for the 
collector, hunter, muzzle 
loader and re-enactor 
is represented. Dealers 
send a copy of your FFL 
for a free catalog and 
inclusion on our dealer 
flyer mailing list. 


NAVY ARMS COMPANY 

Dept. SOF 689 Bergen Blvd. 
Ridgefield, NJ 07657 
(201)945-2500 


Are you 

Politically incorrect? 

then SAY SO! With a 

Politically Incorrect t-shirt or sweatshirt! 

. Ffont_says; Back Says 

Politically Frec Minds, 

JncorrecL SSf 


Prices: 100% cotton Tees, $14; Sweats 50/50, $24. 
Colors: Navy blue/white; White/black. 

Sizes: S.M.L, XL, XXL (add $1.00 for XXL). 


P.l. Coffee mugs and bumper stickers 
also available: mugs $8.95; Stickers, $2.00. 


Postage: $3 for first Item, $1.50 thereafter; none for stickers . 
Send check to; SPEAK OUT NOW! 

Box 7281, Arlington, VA 22207 
Bulk discounts available, call: 703-524-5644 


SOLID BRASS 

PAPER WEIGHTS 

Made from 1/2 lb of solid brass. 
Polished to a smooth finish 
$12.95 Each or 2 for $22.50 


Send check <y money order pta 14 00 Shipping & Hendhng 

Bud K World Wide mc oTvIsaTIu™" 

!£*£,« mA* 1-800-543-5061 


MILITARY COLLECTIBLES: WWI/WWN/Korea/Vietnam. 
CURRENT: Patches/Badges/Rank insignia/Etc. Catalog 
$3.00, CALL (408) 295-1136 or WRITE Lee-Jackson 
Militaria. POB 8663. San Jose. CA 95155-8663 (191) 

ORIGINAL FOREIGN LEGION. Croatian Special Forces 
Mercenary Unit Badges Also cassettes. Send S2 for list. 
Van’s P.O. Box 10594 Amsterdam NETHERLANDS (189) 

FREE NAZI RELIC with $5.00 catalog (refund). Pre-1945 
Nazi daggers, flags, medals, patches, misc. S C. 
MILITARIA. P.O.Box 104. Columbia. SC 29202-0104. 

(191) 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 19.278 topics available 1 
306-page catalog—rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, 
#206EX, Los Angeles. CA 90025. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 (California: 310-477-0226). (200) 


EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS. STATESIDE. $100-51.000 da-ly Now hir¬ 
ing. FREE list. ZINCS 117. Box 585. Dearborn, Ml 40120 
(196) 

INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Police, security, 
investigation. Nationwide, some international. Executives 
to $119,300. Positions explained. Four monthly issues: 
$21.95. PSIC/FO, P.O. Box 3821, Springfield. IL 62708. 
(191) 


FIREARMS - ACCESSORIES 


CAPTURED LUGERS. WALTHERS. Mausers. Nambus. 
German and Japanese weapons. Vet buys! Illustrated 
militaria catalog, $5 ($25 for 12 issues). Military Ware¬ 
house. Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008 (191) 


1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 1 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Deoler Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 

40155F PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159 ' Ask For David 


REPLICA GUN CONVERSIONS. HOW TO CONVERT 
THE ONO-FIRING REPLICA GUNS INTO WORKABLE 
AND FIRING WEAPONS. This booklet reveals proven 
method. Send $12.95 for booklet or SASE for price list of 
all our products. Books, manuals, knives, and more. 
Send to Creative Concepts. 931 South Roselle Rd. Dept. 
202. Schaumburg IL 62093. All BATF rules apply (191) 
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ULTIMATE VIETNAM-ERA 



. APY SUPPIY LARGEST 

Q- -SPY 

,-, CATALOG 

mST HxpSess IN THE 

. [_ ac cep ted 1 | ND u STR Y 

432 Pages of stuff too hot to handle for local 
stores! Unique and unusual security products, 
surveillance, countermeasure and micro video 
items. ORDER TODAY! 

“Jesus is Lord 1 

1-800-544-4779 or 813-653-9568 
Send $35.95 Plus $5.00 Shipping/Handling 

&py~5upply catalog 

1335-F Brandon Blvd., Ste. 168, Brandon, FL 33511 


AMERICAN 

EXPRESS 

ACCEPTED 


CUSTOM PATCHES, PINS, DECALS, CAPS 


CATALOG & SAMPLE 

^ 'STADRI 71SF Tinker St. Woodstock. NY 12498 
914 679 6600 Fa| 914 679 6649 



SPORTSMEN 

ml \iJg 


COLLECTORS & SPORTSMEN 

AUTO KNIFE 
BLOWQUTL 


* 39 “. 

2 For 

I $ 64 95 #102 nato : 

| Plus Free MILITARY ! 

I Swiss Army MS* 31/4" Stainless J 

| Wade- Front open- J 

| M^S ing, fast lever-action. J 

#104 THE GODFATHER. ! 

| Jjy M [Or Stiletto. 4" lightning-quick J 
I m£m Smr side open stainless steel blade. J 
l^|F ¥ Lifetime Money-Back Guarantee. ■ 

(Ortter 2 knives & get FREE! Swiss Army Knife] 

■ Check or M 0 to PERFORMANCE KNIVESI 

11202 Lexington Ave (Rm 192) Dept A-9, New York 10028| 

^Limited offer, ACT NOW 1 -800-324-4371j 


MUZZLE CONTROL: The best for AR15/16, AK47, M-14, 
Galil. Mini 14 and 30 by Smith. Ron Smith 325 S. 
Westwood #1 Mesa AZ 85210 (602) 964-1818 (191) 


FOR SALE 


MILITARY DOG TAGS '. 2 tags, chains, silencers 5 

lines engraving. 16 spaces per line. Send S8.00: TAGS. 
P.O. Box 26942, Tempo, AZ 85285. MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEED 91) 


40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income. Credit 
repair. Home businesses. New identity. College degrees 
by mail. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR. Fountain Valley, 
CA 92728, Call 1-800-338-8484. (192) 


supply 201*9404200 

tCGCPuwlirE w :°^ m j 9 , , Ssl S0f 

NEWTON, N J. 07860 


JUNGLE HAMMOCK 



Cashiers check, money order, personal checks or Visa & Master cl 
gladly accepted NOCOD s All merchandise is 100%guaranteed 
Residents ol Alaska Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% tor snipping 


The book that blew the lid off Forbidden Technolo- 
TLJC 9Y- 1 Building Teflon* coated bullets, re-arming inert 
I riC grenades, secrets of titanium warheads, hyperse- 
^nAAl/ cure encryption, rocket weapons, clandestine pyro 
OtLaJa expos6, wearing a wire, defeating alarms, foibid- 
X !y den tech marketplace, surveillance photography, 
Hi II IK computer viruses, scrambling/descrambling, ultra- 
V sonic weapons, much more! 8.5x11, 258 meaty 
pages, a fresh & lucid look at Forbidden Techno!- 
.. ^ ogy! $33 domestic postage paid. SASE for latest 

Mick iynw fly 6r> Registry Distributing, 200 Union Blvd, Suite 

_. 430, Denver, 00,80228. sold only to Inform. 


SPY EQUIPMENT 


• SPECIAL WEAPONS • 


No imkTHEBESTPRiCES .Professional 
monitoring devices, motion tripped, disguised 
video, Russian & American nightvision scopes, 
goggles, binoculars, cellular surveillance, 
infrared beacons, lasers, pager bug detectors, tap 
detectors, and much much more. Catalog $5.00 
(refundable). Send To: 

Operative Supply 
P.O. Box 2343F 
Atlantic Beach, N.C. 28512 


NIGHT VISION 


FREE CATALOG—Military/educational diplomas, certifi¬ 
cates. awards: any high school, university, government 
department. New European and corporate coat of arms. 
CouchPotato Publishing. 8642 Centre. Largo. FL 34647- 
1239. (191) 


INSTRUCTION 


SKS FULL AUTO CONVERSION. No modification, alter¬ 
ation or deletion of original parts. Simple illustrated 
instructions $10. Sardaukar, Box 38531-S. Germantown, 
TN 38138. (All BATF rules apply) (192) 

NEW YORK CITY'S PREMIER KNIFE FIGHTING FA- 
CILITY. Founded 1974. Learn this unique fighting sys¬ 
tem as taught to POLICE SWAT teams. Bv invitation. 
(212) 627-7985. (191) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MEET WOMEN WORLD WIDE Free 32 page photo cata¬ 
log. America's most respected correspondence club since 
1974. Cherry Blossoms, 190FT Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau. 
HI 96755 (408) 980-7488 (194) 

ARAB HEADCLOTHS, Black/White or White $30.00. with 
Cords $45.00. A.H.A., Box 21606. Denver, CO 80221. 

(191) 

ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE CORRESPONDENCE! Over¬ 
seas. sincere, attractive.traditional. Free details! SUN¬ 
SHINE INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE. Box 
5500-ZH. Kailua-Kona. Hawaii 96746 (808) 325-7707 

(192) 

BADGES MANUFACTURED. Custom Engraved (Official 
Size) Police. Security, Detective. Concealed Weapons. 
FFL Spouse. Etc. SASE Maxsell P.O. Box 23021 Ft. 
Laud. FL 33307 (192) 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

S3 tor details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268. Los Angeles. CA 90066 


Men & Women! Make BIG Moneyt! Be a.. 


PRIVATE 

investigator 


“Clue' into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.l. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own bosal Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells all! TYain to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn: 

* How to get on the “fast track” to big money 

* Ali fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 

* How to start your own detective agency 

+ Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 
equipment 

* How to operate from home, no investment required 

* ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

Free Information: 


UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 


-BEWARE- 

The World's Most Powerful Blowguni 
are DOWN & DIRTY! 

Write or Call For Immediate Info. 

J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209. Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0209 
Tel. (602) 855-8095 


R 4 R FOR SINGLE MEN. Enjoy a playful vacation in the 
Philippines and meet exotic dreamgirls. Big Apple Ori¬ 
ental Tours (SOF), 249-12 Elkmont Ave., Bellerose, NY 
11426 (191) 


MALE POWER PACK. Creates/builds muscle, strength, 
stamina, endurance. Can elevate testosterone level 200?fe! 
Enhances virility. Safe. ON SALE: 1-800-878-8844 (191) 


MEET THAI. ASIAN, WORLDWIDE, LADIES! desiring 
romance, lifemaies, through correspondence. Over 275 
photo catalog. Brochure: TAWL, P.O. Box 937(SOF), 
Kailua-Kona. HI 96745 (808) 329-5559 (193) 

PASSPORT ESTABLISHES SECOND IDENTITY. 
Backup phote identifications. Legal U.S. Customs. Com¬ 
plete $400. Maxsell Box 23021 Ft. Lauderdale. FL 33307 
(305) 568-1480 (194) 

DRIVER'S LICENSE (INTERNATIONAL). Valid 161 Courv 
tries. Send head photo, name, country, birth date. $15.00 
Maxsell P.O. Box 23021 Ft. Laud. FL 33307 (192) 

TEENAGE ASIAN GIRLS desire men over 40! Marriages! 
250 girl video $17.95. Tours! International, Box 957. 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33443-0957 (191) 

LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED. College Degree. High 
School Diploma. Birth, Baptismal, Marriage, Divorce, Dis¬ 
charge Etc. SASE Maxsell P.O. Box 23031 Ft. Laud. FL 
33307 (192) 

BEAUTIFUL RUSSIAN WOMEN! through overseas cor- 
respondence! eager, sincere and faithful! FREE 32 page 
- 500 photo catalogue. CLUB PRIMA, 13164 Memorial 
Drive. 1233DD. Houston. Texas 77079. (713) 973-1515 
anytime. (191) 

TRIANGLE FORT, MEKONG DELTA. VIETNAM: 10 X 
14 color photo suitable for framing - $11.95. Brochure $1 
(forts, towns, countryside, helicopters). Ttm Kerr, P.O. 
Box 9342, Seattle WA 98109 (191) 

LOOKING FOR HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP? Meet 
beautiful educated ladies world wide for friendship or 
marriage, free 400 photos brochure. EAST-WEST, Box 
814. Tolland. CT 06084. Phone: (203) 872-8107. Fax 
(203) 872-8831 (191) 

ADVENTURE IN PARADISE! Beautiful South Pacific Is- 
lands can be acquired for as little as $200.00. For info 
write or call Pacific Islands Consulting. P.O. Box 1010. 
Dept. B. Blue Jay. CA (909)337-6888 (191) 

BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING! Order your FBI. CIA. 
IRS. NSA. records & more. $59.95. Send name, birthdate. 
SSN: BLUETREE. Box 4177FJ, Mountainview, CA 94040. 
(192) 
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Soviet Military Watches 
Original "Vostock" 

Commanders Watches 
17 Jewel/Waterproof 
/Fully Mechanical 
$79.95 + S/H 
Please Specify either 
Submarine, 
Paratroopers or 
Tank Styles 
Or Mail $2.00 for 
a complete list 
of available Watches 

Mainstreet Enterprises 
12335 Santa Monica BlvdJ 
Ste. #128 

Los Angeles, CA 90025 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNJA 

1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $3.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133 • SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 




1st QUALITY US COMBAT BOOT, Military Issue. 
Speedlace. full leather, Panama sole. Half sizes: 6-13 
regular or wide. Special $59.95 plus $5.95 S&H. Send 
check or money order: Wylinex. 250 H St.. Dept 81 IQ- 
372. Blaine. WA 98230 (191) 

RUSSIAN LADIES, truly beautiful, educated, want to 
meet YOU. Free color photobrochure. Russia46. P.O.B. 
888851. Atlanta. GA 30356. (404) 458-0909. Anytime. 
(203) _ 

BLOW-GUNS! Teflon treated barrels. 7 different models, 
made in USA. Write for free brochure. KGE. 119 South 
East Street. Chelsea. Ml 48118. (191) 

WWII JAPANESE Field Telephones Circa 1942 - Excel- 
lent Condition. Mike flicard. (800) 548-3336. (191) 

WHAT CLINTON MISSED. Preston Ransone. LTC. Ret. 
tells all in the hilarious, sometimes scandalous, “War 
Surplus. A Soldier's Humor. Part 1\ 2 1/2 hours of Mili¬ 
tary Humor on audio cassette. Send $15.95 to: PMR 
Productions, Box 20405. Oxnard, CA 93033. (191) 

BUMPERSTICKER: Let gays in the military they can 
blow the enemy away! White type over read and blue 
background. 10 for $9. 25 for $20, 50 for $40 plus $2.50 
S&H. Send check or money order to DVP. P.O. Box 
4626. South Daytona. FL 32121. (191) 

HOW TO ROB BANKS LEGALLY! Make $9,000 per 
bank account opened. Complete package send $24.95: 
PROCUREMENT CENTER. Box 9522. Coral Springs. FL 
33075. (191) 

ORIENTAL WOMEN in Asia seek husbands. English 
speaking. No bargirts. Direct contact. INTRODUCTIONS. 
1 Corral Lane. Mgr., Ashland. OR 97520. (191) 

MED-ALERT ID — Gives Medical Information when you 
can’t. Micro Film Insert gives all necessary information to 
emergency personnel. Send $9.95 and large SASE to: 
V.E. Smith 53 Diddell Rd. Wappinger Falls. NY 12590. 
(191) 


REMAILING SERVICES 


CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail received here, then 
forwarded to you worldwide. Voice mailbox. MallPost, 
2421SOF Pratt. Chicago. IL 60645 (312) 764-0100 (191) 


SECURITY PRODUCTS 


KNOCK OUT ATTACKERS! 70.000 volt STUN GUN. 
S79.95. STUN SPRAY, $29.95. Catalog (refundable). 
$4.50: BLUETREE. Box 4177FJ. Mountainview. CA 
94040.(192) 


534.95 or 2 tor 

531.95 each. Ck or 
MO PlusSS.OO S&H 
guaranteed. A Great 
Gift Idea! Order now. 


PISTOL CROSSBOW 

• Very Powerful * Outstanding Performance 
■ Pinpoint Accuracy • Portable 
Features: Diecast Gun Body, PolyesterSlring, 
Adjustable Sights (wind, etevl Suspension 
Steel Bow, 5 Aluminum Tipped Bolts, and 
Target. EZ-Hand Cocker. 4?Lb. Draw 


Spare String $5.00, apart bolt* (10 pack) $7.00 

S.R. Barclay, P.O. Box 370024, Denver, Co 80237 



SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE MAGAZINE THAT 
MORE THAN 10,000 READ- 
ERS TURN TO FOR AR¬ 
TICLES, ADS & NEWS 
ABOUT MILITARY JEEPS, 
TRUCKS, TANKS & MOREI 
Full listing of upcoming rallies. 


VEHICLES 


MAGAZINE 


USA: 1 Year (6 Issues) $15 • 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 

Canada: 1 Yea $24 • 2 Yeas $44. Afl Others: 1 Year $26 • 2Yeas $46 

P.O. Box 1748-L • Union, NJ 07083 
TBE MARKETPLACE 
FOR MILITARY VEHICLES 

.ill!«««»i ml 


/i purpose AMMUNITION 

iliil 

TRACERS - EXPLODING BULLETS • IIULT1-PLEX -12 GA SPECIALTY AMMO 1 
CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR YOUR ! 
FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG! \ 
CROWN SPECIALTY CO., DEPT. SF [ 
P.O. BOX 1 7, ATMORE, AL 36504 | 

(205)368-8652 p 




SURPLUS 


MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS: Large 
inven-tory. new and used. Mail $1. (refundable) for price 
list: Hugh Wade s. 2120 West Reelfoot Ave.. Union City. 
TN 38261-9732. (191) 

WORLDWIDE MIUTARIA & CAMOUFLAGE. New 16 
page Catalog of Camouflage & Gear from around the 
World' Catalog $1.00. A.H.A., Box 21606. Denver, CO 
80221. (191) 

MILITARY CLOTHING. GEAR. BOOTS. JACKETS. COL- 
LECTIBLES. ETC. Call (408) 295-1136 for FREE CATA¬ 
LOG or WRITE: Lee-Jackson Militaria. PO Box 8663, 
San Jose, CA 95155. FOREIGN catalogs are $3.00. (191) 

MRE's (MEALS-READY-TO-EAT) 12 meals/case $30/ 
case. Lightsticks $1.00 each plus shipping. (316) 357- 
6544. Andy Stairrett. Jetmore. KS 67854. (191) 


STEALTHY P1IONE DEV ICES 


VOICE CHANGER 

• Creates complete anooimity on incoming 
or outgoing calls 

• Portable pocket size (3.75* X 2^5**) 

■ Can be mod on aity telephone 

• Radically changoa the way you sound; 
makes voice higher or lower at push of a 
button 

(Sugg. Retail $89.95) ONLY $39.95 

TAP DETECTOR 

• Protects phone, computer, modem, FAX 
or telex machines 

• Lets you know if anyone is listening in 



’V ’ 


sc 




M 


El 






• Provides security A peace of mind 
(Compere it $29.95) ONLY $24.95 
Call(800) 428-7825, ExL 33 or send 
check or money order lo: DSEJnc, 

64 Lehigh Aisle, Irvine, CA 92715 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHEKWOOD - The fint nsne 

. Complete toe of tovestigrtto, 


ICOMMMCATKMI AS90OATO, UTB. 
i tan 55M, iMternpmn, M18966 

(115) 557-9665 


ARREST Vlolttonfj 

TRAIN 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
L make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
... the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25 % and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept . of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

: Dept. SG309 P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana CA 92799 *1 

I I 


USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 
tamlllaaca Eialamaat, 
C<1aHnl«p XKt.Mgat, 
ItMcim TttoplwMt, Lh 
MW m. Lwkiricfc Q«m, 
hiNt-Pratf Mitt. i« Iren I 
NiflM Scapts, RwhIIIm 
gjSjwaat—PlwMech, 



CMy/SMtfBf _ 


-Ms-j 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


0\ I It tlHHHl 



Hata-Badgaa-Madals of all Nations. 
U.S. Ottfcor’s Cap (new from 
original U.S. makarfc tan witt) 
brown laathar visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagla pin. Stats slreT, 

M, or Lq.*8.00 

_ postage. Our 250 paga 
tufty iilustratao catalog JS.6o 
(Free with ordar) 

W.W.#2 Ltd.. Box 2063-T. 9L Lout*. MO 63158 



ball cap *13.00 

t-shirt 


m-kxl 


15.0® 


School of Hard Knocks 
Box 181-SOF 

Cut-N-Shoot TX 77305-0181 

Teu» regdeau add 7.25% sales ux 

50 lanlahring gorgeous 
party girt matchbooks *5.00 


SURVIVAL 


SMOKE BALLS, CARTRIDGES. CANDLES. BOMBS. 
POTS. GRENADES. Largest selection anywhere. Write 
for 56-page catalogue of 500 products. U.S.-S3.00, 
Canada-S5.00. Others-SIO.OO. Signus, Box 33712-W43. 
Phoenix. AZ 85067 (191) 
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Become a gun > 
■ repair expert! 


Professional- 
I level home study 
* trains you to do 

I expert work on all kinds of 
firearms. Call today for free 
I literature: 800-2234542. 


. Age_ 

_Phone S. _I 

. State __ Zip_ 


School of Gunsmithing, Dept GK171 
6065 Roswell Rd., Atlanta, Georgia 30328 


Send $1.00 For Brochure IndMduals/Groups Made in USA 

VETERANS’ RINGS/LADIES AND GENTS 

f v * W0RLD WAR 11 VETERAN 

4 • KOREAN VETERAN 

W V&ml&Kf • MERCHANT MARINE VET. 
f Wflgf ' • PURPLE HEART 

'teE?/ • MILITARY DIVISIONS 

Wffi • FIRE - POLICE - EMS I 



_____ l „ r _ TPllA , y( NEW: RETIRED MILITARY 

DESERT STORM VIETNAM NEW . M | UTARY REUN | 0NS 

ALL RINGS $95 1 - 

(Gold or Silver Finish) Solid Gold - $395 

5P FOLEY’S P.O.Box 546-V 

Qj&\ Skaneateles. NY 131S2 Tel: (31S) 685-6914 


MRE’s (Meals Ready Eat) $30/12, $110/36. MRE bread/ 
heaters $7/12. Free Shipping USA. 20 page catalog $1. 
Ponderosa Products, Box 1016, Eagle. ID 03616 (200) 
939-1513 (194) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 

MANY AV/flLABLE NOWHERE ELSE 
100’s ol Titles to Choose! 


CREDIT • EMPLOYMENT • EXOTIC WEAPONRY • MARTIAL 
ARTS • PRIVACY • NEW IDENTITY • DISGUISES 
• SURVEILLANCE • FIREWORKS and Much, Much Morel 
Best Prices and Selection. Money Back Guarantee. 
Catalog ,... .$1.00 

ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 

PO Box 300-M Sharon Center, OH 44274 


BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 


VHS ONLY $39.95 


By the massed buds of the 


Royal Marines. A spectacular 

■Bar 



BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Depirtacat6 

P.O.Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 



THE WACO, TX SHOOTOUT—COULD IT HAPPEN TO 
YOU? Find out from official public documents what the 
Feds knew about the David Koresh Branch Dividians 
compound. Send ten dollars to: 1331-A Pennsylvania 
Ave. NW. Suite 475, Washington, DC 20004. (191) 


TRAINING 


NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain Strenght and 
self-confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the 
world’s most elite combat unit. Send $10.95 to T-N-S 
Ent., PO Box 16297, Seattle WA 98116 (194) 


CROSS CREEK TRAINING ACADEMY 
IMPORTERS AND TRAINERS 
of ONLY the HIGHEST QUALITY 
Belgian MalinoLs & German Shepherds 



IDEALFOR 

HOME PROTECTION / POLICE SERVICE 
OR SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

Excellent for the Family with Children 
THE BREEDS OF CHOICE BY ARMIES 
& POLICE DEPARTMENTS WORLD WIDE 

Trained md certified or untrained dogi cvalnbl*. 

We will train a deg for your individual need*. 

P.O. Bo* 7368. North Anguwa, SC 29841 
(803)279-8716 • Call or wriie far our brochure 


PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARDS & INVESTIGATORS! 
If you feel you have the potential to earn $80 per hour - If 
you are professional and can assimilate confidential in¬ 
formation - ACT NOW: Send $5.00 for full information 
package to B.A.S.E.C., P.O. Box 147, Convent Station, 
NJ 07961-0147 (194) 

WANTED: October 1982 issue of COMBAT ILLUS- 
TRATED Magazine. Will pay $10.00. Contact: FOB Lodge 
27, P.O.Box 2002, East Orange. NJ 07019. (191) 
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74 
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17 
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BUY WAREHOUSE DIRECT & SAVE UP TO 60%! 

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 0 


ORDERING INFORMATION 


STEALTH DEFENSE SECURITY COMB 

01/4” overall fuHy-functional comb. Easily snaps apart to reveal a 
hidden 3 7/8" blade that can be used as a self defense ^^ 

tool. Extremely tough ABS all-black construction. 

ORDER NO. UC720 

Retail $7.99 Ipp 

Bud K. Price $4.95 


THE VIPER 
COBRA 


SWITCHBLADE KEYRING ( 

It's real and it works. Fully functional, legal 
switchblade, knife with key chain. Carry it 
with you always for quick blade 
access. 2 3/4" opened. 

ORDER NO. BK-1 . 

Reg. $9.95 M.- 

Bud K. Price $7.95 ™ 


This new '' 
weapon is ready to ” \f 
strike two ways. Use 
the 10 terrible 3/4’ long steel spikes 
that screw in and out for safety or the 
curved 5", 440 stailess steel blade with 
its deadly edge. Each cobra comes fitted in 
its own customized black leather sheath. Never 
before has such a vicious weapon been offered at 
such earth shattering prices! Call today - and we will smug¬ 
gle to you this wicked weapon! T long, overall. Wt -16 oz. 

order no. BK-ioo Bud K. Price $69.95 


CROCODILE _ 

FOLDERS Oj 1 

Watch out—this crocodile is fast! " 

In a blink of the eye this knife can be I 

single-handedly popped open with a flip of the 
wrist. The skeletonized handle gives the knife a high- 
tech look. Blades are made from heat-tempered 440 stain¬ 
less steel. Order your choice of chrome or black. 

CHROME- ORDER NO, D-2009 klC\l 

BLACK- ORDER NO. D-2009B y\ U ' 

Bud K. Price $6.95 each 


MINIATURE M-1 BAYONET I 


This scale reproduction of the military : 

M-1 Bayonet makes a sparkling desk top ornament and 
letter opener. All the details of the original - wide blood 
groove in the blade, barrel loop in the guard, plunger on 
the bolster. Mirror polish on the blade, guard and bolster 
makes it ready to pass inspection with flying colors. 
Overall length 8”. 

ORDER no. 32-307 Bud K. Price $9.9! 


NEW! KING COBRA 

Over 11" overall, Wt. - 30 oz. 

order no. BK -200 Bud K. Price $79.95 


Super Tear Gas U mmg 

CHEMICAL DEFENSE WEAPON JP# JfTf E 

Sabre is the most advanced chemi- /Am |m/ A 

cal self-defense weapon on the i-W'mfc JEt * mSflL / Jpj 
market today • CS Military Tear WgrW' ^ ml 

Gas • Fast. Simple, easy to use / ST ’ ‘ fj 

• No marksmanship necessary. ***' ^ 

Fires a shotgun stream pattern rather than a pin 

stream • Safe to use, will not affect user. Safety collar protects against 

accidental misfires • With Red Pepper pepper gas • 3 Popular Sizes... 

ORDER NO. TG-L Police Magnum, 110 gms Bud K. Price $9.95 
ORDER NO. TG-S Pocket Unit, 20 gms Bud K. Price $6.95 
ORDER NO. TG-SK Key Ring, 13 gms Bud K. Price $5.95 


BLACK JACKS & SLAPPERS 

For personal defense. Each made with quality black 
leather and handles. Available in 3 popular styles! 


PROFESSIONAL 

THUMBCUFF 

Lightweight and compact. 

Double lock. Complete with vinyl 
carrying case. Designed for 
official police use. 

ORDER no. J 

28-749 

Bud K. Price '” 
$9.25 J 


STRAIGHT 

RAZOR 

9-1/2" overall length. 
Brown molasses 
celluloid handle. 

ORDER NO. 1040 

Bud K. Price 
$3.95 


BUTTERFLY KNIFE Quantities! 

Balisongs can no longer be imported into the U.S., but 

through a special buyout Bud K. offers this knife at 

a fraction of the normal selling price. 5" 

closed. 9" overall. Available in Black or \ 

Chrome. Order No. F5 

Retail $19.95 

Bud K. Price $15.95 ffipiftflEIMif'Z 


BLOWGUN BLOWOUT! 

BLOWGUN Authentic, full size. 5T overall [""ZT 
when assembled. THIS IS NOT A TOY! W 
Coated camouflage finish. Disassembles uSSil 

into three sections for storage. Comes with * 

parts to make 12 darts. u \h» | 

ORDER NO. UC163 5 

RETAIL $24.00 

Bud K. Price $13.50 ea. 

EXTRA AMMO PACK 

Parts to make 25 extra darts. B 

ORDER NO.UC177 

RETAIL $2.59 

Bud K. Price $1.50ea. 


COBRA IMPACT BATON 


EXECUTIVE INK PEN KNIFE 


Ejects with the snap of the wrist. 17 inches of 30-guage 
steel. Re-sheaths instantly. Only 7" closed. 

ORDER NO. 127 

Bud K. Price $13.95 


Looks and works like an ordinary ink pen and pulls apart reveal¬ 
ing a 2-5/8" blade. Available in either black or silver. 

ORDER NO. UC111 Silver/ORDER NO. UC110 Black 

Bud K. Price $4.99 


SWORD CANES 

For Swift Self-Defense 

35" overall. Walking cane with a hidden 171/2" 
mirror polished blade. Features brushed brass 
fittings and O-ring type seals that keep the han¬ 
dle and cane locked in position when being used 
as a walking cane. Available in 4 new styles! 

A. ORDER NO. UC694 - 

“HORSEHEAD” 

B. ORDER NO. UC692 
“TREE LIMB” 

C. ORDER NO. UC693 

“COBRA” - 

D. ORDER NO. UC695 
“ART NOUVEAU” 

Retail $36.99 c ft 

Bud K. Price $19.99 — 


CONVERT-A-CHUCK 

A simple twist converts this 24" steel police 
baton into a dynamic 12" nunchucka ready 
for action. 

ORDER NO. D-701 

Bud K. Price $14.95 , 


1918 TRENCH KNIFE 

Overall Length, 11", 61/2" blade. Solid brass handle. 
Replica of the famed trench knives of WWI. 

ORDER NO. UC60 

/ Bud K. Price $14.75 

METAL BLADE COVER 
SHEATH 

Now available. 

order no - UC60S 
\jr Bud K. Price $2.75 


PARAMEDIC SHEARS 

“Do-it-aH" shears designed for paramedics. Cuts through 
sheet metal, carpet, wire, leather. Stainless ✓-'v 
steel blades are electroplated for durability v i 
and grooved for strength. ^ 

ORDER NO. US5 Retail $9.99 

Bud K. Price $4.95 7^ 


Send Check or Money Order to: 

BUD K WORLDWIDE 
P.O. Box 565 Dept. SF 
Moultrie, GA 31776 


Shipping & Handling $4.00 
Minimum or 5% of Total Order. 
Free Shipping & Handling on 
orders of $300.00 or more. 


Void in States where 
prohibited by law. 
Check local laws 
before ordering. 


MasterCard & VISA Accepted 


DEALER 

INQUIRIES 

INVITED 


[MasterCard] 





NO POSTAGE 
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You'll Never Have A Broken "HEART" 

...We guarantee it! 

(Don't you wish everyone did?) 


-V. 



STEEL HEART 

'by the BUSSE COMBAT KNIFE CO. 

OWN THE FINEST HAND 
FOR LESS THEN YOU 


YOU GET THE DEALER PRICE! 


%/ Check Levine’s Guide Tp Knives Edition ,2 you will 
see that the longer version of the STEEL HEART, the 
Busse Jungle Assault with 9" blade sells for $485.00 

STEEL HEART Retail... . $375.00 

YOUR DEALER PRICE.$187.00 


Specifications 1 

Blade Length 

61/2“ 

Overall Length 

12" 

Blade Thickness 

1/4" 

Steel 

ATS-34 

Handle 

Linen Micarta ' 

Sheath 

Nylon Web 

Hardness 

58-60 Rc 

Handle Bolts 

304SS 


✓ CHECK THESE FEATURES 

✓ "One Piece" Integral Construction. 

✓ ATS-34 "Cutlery's Super Steel" 

STEEL HEARTS receive more than 80 hrs. of 
tempering in an exclusive process which increases 
edge holding up to 400% and allows for easy 
sharpening and greater shock resistance, 

✓ Our Handles are permanently bolted on and 
are guaranteed to stay that way forever. 

✓ Fastening holes for Removable D-Guard, 

✓ Armor piercing point offers enormous point strength. 
Slight point drop from center maximizes thrusting 
and slashing power. 



WAT KNIFE IN THE WORLD 
FOR A FACTORY KNIFE! 

"We don't just cover 
workmanship and materials." 
We cover any and all 
MAJOR damage you may 
cause to your knife during 
your lifetime. We don't cut 
comers when we make your 
knife, so we don't have to cut. comers when 
we guarantee it. We've been making combat 
knives exclusively since 1983. 

They are HAND MADE in the USA. 

We don't have a "slick" company name to 
HIDE behind....We have the Busse family 
name to STAND behind. Our name is on the 
blade....our reputation is on the line. 

You damage it - We FIX it 
FREE Period! 


Jevt-y. £w 4 C' President 


P.§. See us at the '93 S.O.F. Convention 
Booth #509 


TO ORDER 


(7s 


Send Check or Money Order to: g-t o 7 q/Tn ST OR CALL 

BUSSE COMBAT knife co. ^ $4.95 S&H l| 24 Hrs. 1 -(800) 860-3622 

111651-12 Ohio Residents I \ Other Info. Call or Fax (419) 923-6471 I 

V^/VAUSEON, OH. 43567 add 6 % sales taxj\ _ MC & VISA Accepted / Brochure $3.00 

V 30 DAY NO RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
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